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A New English 
Language 

Instructional Solution 
for Grades K–6 

Develop Language 
     Meaningful Context Through 



Develop Language Through   

Addresses Language 
Standards 
Meets WIDA, ELPA21, TESOL, and state English Language 
standards to provide a complete solution for dedicated 
English language instructional time. 

Integrates the Four Language 
Domains  
Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing are integrated to 
accelerate language learning. 

Scaffolds Students to  
On-Grade-Level Expectations 
Amplifies complex text, rather than simplifying it, with  
a plan for students to reach on-grade-level targets. 

Advancing Language Learning raises instructional 
rigor and expectations while helping teachers build 
the scaffolds students need to learn language and 
access grade-level text. 

Dear Educator, 

Twenty years ago, we founded Benchmark 
Education with the mission of bringing literacy 
and language to all. One key commitment for 
us, from the very beginning, has been to ensure 
parallel and equitable access to our materials for 
all English Learners. We have remained true to 
this commitment by creating effective programs 
written by English Language Development 
thought leaders grounded in the latest research. 

Advancing Language Learning is a brand-new 
English Language Development program that 
develops language through meaningful context 
for students in Grades K–6. The program 
scaffolds students to grade-level complex 
text using an amplified text to enhance and 
accelerate learning. Students will learn “how 
English works” through explicit instruction of 
language structures and grammar. The unique 
vertical alignment of 10 topics that repeat across 
the grade levels ensures students gain content 
knowledge and language that can be expanded 
on each year.

As you read through this guide and review the 
exceptional resources we have developed to 
support your English Learners, please reach 
out and let us know what you think. We look 
forward to partnering with you as you work to 
help every student succeed.

Sincerely,

Tom Reycraft
Founder and CEO
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   Meaningful Context 
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Scaffold Language Learning    

Integrated Language Domains    
Instruction is integrated to accelerate  
language learning and promote authentic 
application in context. 

Provides enhanced visual support  
and text chunking for scaffolding  
to complex text.

Explicit Mini-Lessons 

Formative Assessment 

Writing Speaking

Listening

Reading

Build Language Skills

Every Day, Students Will:

Builds social, structural, and academic language. 
• Integrated language and content objectives
• Teaches “how English works”
• Built-in differentiation

Provides efficient tools to monitor language development. 
• Monitors progress 
• Aligned to instruction 
• Differentiated by language acquisition levels

Text is lifted directly from 
grade-level complex text.
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GRADE 4 UNIT 1   WEEK 1
DAY 1

Essential Question  
Reading: Short Read 1

DAY 2
Language

DAY 3
Writing to Sources

DAY 4
Reading: Short Read 2

DAY 5
Reading: Word Study 

and Vocabulary
INTRODUCE UNIT 1 LESSON 1 LESSON 2 LESSON 3 LESSON 4 LESSON 5
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Teacher’s 
Resource 
System

Texts for English 
Language  
Development

Think-Speak-
Listen Flip Book

Government in Action

Build Background and 
Vocabulary

Differentiated Instruction
Explain the  
Essential Question

Read “Solving Problems”

Build Background  
and Vocabulary

Read Aloud the Text
“Solving Problems,”  p. 4

Build Language
Compound Subjects

Think-Speak-Listen
Describe an example from 
“Solving Problems” that 
shows how government  
helps people. 

Use Oral and Written 
Language  
Recount Information 

Wrap Up 

Use Prepositional Phrases

Engage Thinking

Read and View Closely
Where or When Questions

Build Language
Use Phrases

Think-Speak-Listen
Why do writers use examples 
to support their  statements?

Use Oral and Written 
Language  
Ask and Answer Questions

Wrap Up

Writing to Sources:  
Personal Letter

Engage Thinking

Read and View Closely
Analyze a Personal Letter

Share Your Understanding
What did we learn about the 
features of a personal letter?

Read “The First Town 
Meeting”
 
Build Background  
and Vocabulary

Read Aloud the Text 
“The First Town Meeting,” 
pp. 8–9

Build Language
Understand Narrative Text 
Structure

Think-Speak-Listen
What do you think of the 
townspeople’s
temporary solution
for the people of Sparks?

Use Oral and Written 
Language  
Write an Opinion

Wrap Up

Read “Saving Yellowstone”

Build Background  
and Vocabulary

Read Aloud the Text
“Saving Yellowstone,” p. 10

Build Language
Use Suffixes

Think-Speak-Listen
Explain why Yellowstone 
National Park has an 
important role in history.

Use Oral and Written 
Language
Use Suffixes to Understand 
Word Meanings

Wrap Up
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Guide to  
Build, Transfer, 
and Apply

Focus on  
the Essential Question

Focus on Reading Focus on Language Focus on Writing Focus on Reading Focus on Word Study  
and Vocabulary

A
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Grade–Level Text Written Response
Students write about how the 
pictures and video helped 
them understand the Essential 
Question.

Students explain how different 
levels of government work 
together to solve problems. 

Students find prepositional
phrases in a text.

Students begin the drafting 
process of a personal letter.

Students discuss a fictional 
account of a local government 
in action. 

Students recognize prefixes 
and suffixes in words. 

Students explain how the 
government protects parks. 
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Introduce Unit 1: Government in Action 

Focus on the Essential Question

Have students interpret the information depicted in the illustrations and write about how the pictures and video helped them understand the Essential Question. Provide sentence frames, as needed. 

• Substantial Support: The picture shows ______. It tells me that the government ______.

• Moderate Support: The first picture of the ______ shows ______.  It tells me that ______.

• Light Support: The pictures show ______, which helps me understand ______. For example, _______.

Guide to Build, Transfer, and Apply

Essential Question, pp. 2–3  Texts for English Language DevelopmentWriting Objective:I can write about the Essential Question.Key Vocabulary: action, congressional, emergency, government, influence, rescueCognates:  action (acción), government (gobierno), influence (influencia)Materials: Texts for English Language Development:  “Essential Question,” pp. 2-3

GRADE 4 UNIT 1   WEEK 1

1

Pacing Guide

  & Content Knowledge Grade 4 shown

Think-Speak-Listen 
Flip Book

English Language 
Development Assessment

English Language 
Development Teacher’s 
Resource System 

Texts for English  
Language Development

By Silvia Dorta-Duque de Reyes

Concepts of Print

Phonological Awareness

Phonics and Word Recognition

Fluency

Advancing 
Foundational Skills 
English Language Learners

for

®

B E N C H M A R K  E D U C A T I O N  C O M P A N Y

Advancing Foundational 
Skills for English  
Language Learners

Build Language

 1©2018 Benchmark Education Company, LLC  •  Grade 1 

Introduce Unit 1: Being a Good  
Community Member

Focus on the Essential Question 

Have students interpret the information depicted in the illustrations and write about 
how the pictures and video helped them answer the Essential Question. Provide 
sentence frames, as needed.

• Substantial Support: The picture shows ____. It tells me ____.  

• Moderate Support: The second picture of the ____ tells me ____.  
One way I can help in my community is to ____. 

• Light Support: The pictures help me understand ____. For example, I can tell 
____ because ____. I can help in my community by ____. 

3

Unit 1

3

Being a Good 

Community 
Member

2

Essential Question

Why do people get involved  
in their communities?

My Language Objectives

• Use nouns

• Use verbs

• Use question marks 

• Use proper nouns

• Use pronouns

• Use past tense verbs

My Content Objectives

• Build vocabulary related to community roles and responsibilities

• Understand the different ways people participate in their communities

Guide to Build, Transfer,  
and Apply

Essential Question, pp. 2–3  
Texts for English Language Development

Writing Objective: 
I can write about the Essential 
Question.

Key Vocabulary:  
community, involved, member, 
responsibility

Cognates:  
community (comunidad), 
member (miembro), responsibility 
(responsabilidad)

Materials:  
Texts for English Language 
Development: “Essential Question,” 
pp. 2–3

GRADE 1 UNIT 1    WEEK 1

Guide to Apply  
and Transfer

Texts for Close 
Reading

Apply to  

Resources

Grade-Level  

Students are scaffolded to access 
texts at grade-level complexity daily.

   

Digital
E-Books • Unit Opener Videos
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Mentor Read-Alouds

Vol. 1 Big Book Vol. 2 Big Book

“Extended Read” Big Books

2 Books per Unit (20 in total)

Shared Reading Big Books

Vol. 1 Vol. 2 Vol. 3 Vol. 4 Vol. 5

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 Unit 5 Unit 6 Unit 7 Unit 8 Unit 9 Unit 10

My Reading and Writing
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Introduce Unit 1: Being a Good  
Community Member

Focus on the Essential Question 

Have students interpret the information depicted in the illustrations and write about 
how the pictures and video helped them answer the Essential Question. Provide 
sentence frames, as needed.

• Substantial Support: The picture shows ____. It tells me ____.  

• Moderate Support: The second picture of the ____ tells me ____.  
One way I can help in my community is to ____. 

• Light Support: The pictures help me understand ____. For example, I can tell 
____ because ____. I can help in my community by ____. 

3

Unit 1

3

Being a Good 

Community 
Member

2

Essential Question

Why do people get involved  
in their communities?

My Language Objectives

• Use nouns

• Use verbs

• Use question marks 

• Use proper nouns

• Use pronouns

• Use past tense verbs

My Content Objectives

• Build vocabulary related to community roles and responsibilities

• Understand the different ways people participate in their communities

Guide to Build, Transfer,  
and Apply

Essential Question, pp. 2–3  
Texts for English Language Development

Writing Objective: 
I can write about the Essential 
Question.

Key Vocabulary:  
community, involved, member, 
responsibility

Cognates:  
community (comunidad), 
member (miembro), responsibility 
(responsabilidad)

Materials:  
Texts for English Language 
Development: “Essential Question,” 
pp. 2–3

GRADE 1 UNIT 1    WEEK 1

Guide to Apply  
and Transfer

(30 cards, 3 per unit) 

Mentor Read-Alouds

Vol. 1 Big Book Vol. 2 Big Book

“Extended Read” Big Books

2 Books per Unit (20 in total)

 1©2018 Benchmark Education Company, LLC  •  Grade K 

Introduce Unit 1: Rules at Home and School

Focus on the Essential Question

Have students interpret the information depicted in the pictures and write or draw 
about how the pictures and video helped them answer the Essential Question. 
Provide sentence frames, as needed.  

• Substantial Support: One rule is ____. It is important because ____. 

• Moderate Support: One rule is ____. It is an important rule because ____. 

• Light Support: One rule is ____. It is important to follow this rule  
because ____.   

Lesson 1 Read-Aloud: “Let’s Play  
by the Rules!”

Focus on Reading

Use the strategies below to complete a read-aloud of “Let’s Play by the Rules”  
on pages 4–7 of the Mentor Read-Alouds Volume 1.

•  Read the title and discuss why rules are important when playing sports.

•  Before reading, complete a picture walk. Point to each picture and ask students 
what they see. Help them understand they will be learning about sports and  
the importance of playing by the rules. Introduce the word team. 

•  Read page 4. Connect to students’ background knowledge and ask them to turn 
to a partner and share a team they’ve been on. If necessary, give examples to 
get the conversation started. 

•  Read page 5. Explain the word equipment, then ask partners to share other 
equipment used in sports.

•  Have students work with a partner to answer the question: Why are rules 
needed when we play a sport?

2 32222

Buckle Up!

Rules          
at Home and School

Do Not Run!

33

Help a Friend!

Essential Question

Why do we have rules?

Listen Up!

2 3

Unit 1 My Language Objectives

• Use “I can” sentences

• Use nouns

• Use plural nouns

• Use nouns and verbs

• Use verbs

My Content Objectives

• Identify rules at school

• Identify safety rules

Guide to Build, Transfer,  
and Apply

GRADE K UNIT 1   WEEK 1

Essential Question pp. 2–3 
Texts for English Language Development

“Let’s Play by the Rules!” pp. 4–7  
Mentor Read-Alouds Volume 1

“Great game!”

Sometimes your team wins. 
Other times your team loses. A 
good sport who wins doesn’t brag 
about winning. A good sport who 
loses doesn’t act rude or mean 
about losing. Playing a team sport 
is about having fun!

“Batter up!” says the umpire.

How do you know when it’s your 
turn? How do you know where to 
run? Do you know how to keep 
score? Learning and following the 
rules of the game makes it fair for 
everybody!

A good sport says, “Great game!”

Rules at Home and SchoolTopic 1

6 7

A 
brag
who 

n 
sport

A good sport says, “Great game!”

es at at Hom“Listen up!” says Coach.

Coaches give you important 
information. They teach you how 
to use equipment, like soccer balls 
and baseball bats. They show you 
how to use special gear that will 
keep you safe. Don’t forget your 
football helmet!

Let’s Play by the Rules!
“Go, Team!”

Those words are exciting to hear 
when you’re playing a team sport. 
When you’re part of a team, you learn 
how to get along with others. You 
learn how to do your very best to help 
out your team.

 A football helmet has a face 
mask and chin strap.

chin strap

face mask

Rules at Home and SchoolTopic 1

4 5

Writing Objective: 
I can write about the  
Essential Question.

Materials:
Texts for English Language 
Development: “Essential Question” 
pp. 2–3

Reading Objective: 
I can discuss why rules are 
needed when playing sports.

Key Vocabulary: 
brag, gear, good sport, rude

Materials:
Mentor Read Aloud Volume 1: 
“Let’s Play by the Rules!” pp. 4–7

Guide to Apply  
and Transfer

(30 cards, 3 per unit) 

Vol. 1 Big Book
Units 1–5

Vol. 2 Big Book
Units 6–10

My Shared 
Readings 
Units 1 & 2

My Shared 
Readings 
Units 3 & 4

My Shared 
Readings 
Units 5 & 6

My Shared 
Readings 
Units 7 & 8

My Shared 
Readings 

Units 9 & 10

Shared Reading

APPLY TO GRADE-LEVEL TEXT 

GRADE K UNIT 1   WEEK 1
DAY 1

Essential Question 
 Reading: Mentor Read

DAY 2
Reading: Shared Read 1

DAY 3
Language

DAY 4
Reading: Shared Read 

DAY 5
Reading: Mentor Read

INTRODUCE UNIT 1 LESSON 1 LESSON 2 LESSON 3 LESSON 4 LESSON 5

Teacher’s  
Resource 
System

Texts for English 
Language  
Development

Think-Speak-
Listen Bookmark

Rules at Home and at 
School

Build Background  
and Vocabulary

Differentiated Instruction
Explain the  
Essential Question

Read “Let’s Play by the 
Rules!”

Build Background  
and Vocabulary

Read Aloud the Text
“Let’s Play by the Rules”  p. 4

Build Language
Nouns to Name Things

Use Oral and Written 
Language  
Describe a Class Rule In an 
Illustration

Wrap Up 

Read “Follow the Rules to 
Play Soccor”

Build Background  
and Vocabulary

Read Aloud the Text
“Follow the Rules  
to Play Soccer” p. 5

Build Language
Verbs

Use Oral and Written 
Language  
Desribe Actions in a 
Demonstration

 
Wrap Up

Sentences

Engage Thinking

Read and View Closely
Identify Sentences

Build Language
Sentences

Use Oral and Written 
Language  
Make an “I Can” Class Book

 
Wrap Up

Read “Making Bridges”
 

Build Background  
and Vocabulary

Read Aloud the Text
“Making Bridges” p. 7

Build Language
Nouns to Name Thing

Use Oral and Written 
Language  
Desribe How to Play a Game 
with an Illustration

Wrap Up

Read “A New Pet”

Build Background  
and Vocabulary

Read Aloud the Text
“A New Pet,”  pp. 8–9

Build Language
Verbs

Use Oral and Written 
Language
Describe How to Care  
for a Pet

Wrap Up

Guide to  
Build, Transfer,  
and Apply

Focus on the
Essential Question

Focus on Reading Focus on Reading Focus on Language Focus on Reading Focus on Reading

Grade-Level 
Texts

Written Response
Students write about how  
the pictures and video  
helped them understand  
the Essential Question.

Mentor Read-Alouds  
Volume 1

Students discuss why  
rules are needed when 
playing sports.

Shared Readings Volume 1

Students describe a rule  
of soccer. 

My Shared Readings

Students write “I can” 
sentences.

My Shared Readings

Students describe how to 
make a new friend.

Mentor Read-Alouds  
Volume 1 

Students restate one rule 
from the story. 

Listen BookmarListen Bookmark
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Introduce Unit 1: Rules at Home and School

Focus on the Essential Question

Have students interpret the information depicted in the pictures and write or drawabout how the pictures and video helped them answer the Essential QuestionProvide sentence frames, as needed.  

• Substantial Support  One rule is ____. It is important because ____.

• Moderate Support: One rule is ____. It is an important rule because ____.

• Light Support: One rule is ____. It is important to follow this rulebecause ____.   

Lesson 1 Read-Aloud: “Let’s Play  by the Rules!”

Focus on Reading

Use the strategies below to complete a read-aloud of “Let’s Play by the Rules”on pages 4–7 of the Mentor Read-Alouds Volume 1.

• Read the title and discuss why rules are important when playing sports.

• Before reading, complete a picture walk. Point to each picture and ask studentswhat they see. Help them understand they will be learning about sports andthe importance of playing by the rules. Introduce the wordteam.

• Read page 4. Connect to students’ background knowledge and ask them to turnto a partner and share a team they’ve been on. If necessary, give examples toget the conversation started.

• Read page 5. Explain the word equipment, then ask partners to share otherequipment used in sports.

• Have students work with a partner to answer the question:Why are rules needed when we play a sport?

Bucccckkklleeee UUUpppp!!!

Rules          at Home and School

Do Not Run!

HHeellppp aa FFFrriieeennnddd!!

Essential QuestionWhy do we have rules?

Listen Up!

Guide to Build, Transfer,  
and Apply

GRADE K UNIT 1   WEEK 1

Essential Question pp. 2–3 Texts for English Language Development

“Let’s Play by the Rules!” pp. 4–7 Mentor Read-Alouds Volume 1

ort 

A good sport says, “Great game!”6 7

AbwnsAbragwhon spor

A good sport says, “Great game!”

“Listen up!” says Coach.Coaches give you important information. They teach you how to use equipment, like soccer balls and baseball bats. They show you how to use special gear that will keep you safe. Don’t forget your football helmet!

Let’s Play by the Rules!“Go, Team!”Those words are exciting to hear when you’re playing a team sport.When you’re part of a team, you learnhow to get along with others. You learn how to do your very best to helpout your team.

 A football helmet has a face mask and chin strap. chin strapface mask

4 5

Writing Objective: I can write about the Essential Question.

Materials:Texts for English Language Development: “Essential Question” pp. 2–3

Reading Objective: I can discuss why rules are needed when playing sports.

Key Vocabulary: brag, gear, good sport, rude

Materials:Mentor Read Aloud Volume 1:“Let’s Play by the Rules!” pp. 4–7

1

Pacing GuideProgram Guide

PROGRAM GUIDE 

Texts for English 
Language 

Development
1 Book

English Language 
Development 

Teacher’s Resource 
System 

Think-Speak-Listen 
Bookmarks

BUILD LANGUAGE 

Think-Speak-Listen 
Bookmarks

English Language 
Development 

Teacher’s Resource 
System 

Texts for English 
Language 

Development
1 Book

BUILD LANGUAGE 

English 
Language 

Development 
Assessment

ASSESSMENT

English 
Language 

Development 
Assessment

ASSESSMENT

English 
Language 

Development 
Assessment

Program Guide

DAY 1
Essential Question

Reading: Mentor Read 1

DAY 2
Reading: Shared Read 1

DAY 3
Language

DAY 4
Reading:  

Shared Read 2

DAY 5
Reading: Mentor Read 2

INTRODUCE UNIT 1 LESSON 1 LESSON 2 LESSON 3 LESSON 4 LESSON 5
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Teacher’s  
Resource 
System

Texts for English 
Language  
Development

Think-Speak-
Listen Bookmark

Being a Good Community

Essential Question
Why do people get involved 
in their communities?

Build Background and 
Vocabulary

Differentiated Instruction
Explain the Essential 
Question

Read “Hello Community”

Build Background and 
Vocabulary

Read Aloud the Text
“Hello Community” p. 4

Build Language
Use Nouns to Name Things

Think-Speak-Listen
Tell the kinds of plants you 
see on this page.

Use Oral and Written 
Language 
Talk About Vegetables  
in a Garden 

Wrap Up 

Read “In the Neighborhood”

Build Background and 
Vocabulary

Read Aloud the Text
“In the Neighboorhood” p. 5

Build Language
Use Verbs

Think-Speak-Listen
Tell different ways that 
you can help in your 
neighborhood.

Use Oral and Written 
Language 
Act Out a Text

Wrap Up

Kinds of Nouns

Engage Thinking

Read and View Closely
Catagorize Nouns

Build Language 
Kind of Nouns

Think-Speak-Listen
Name some other garden 
plants.

 
Use Oral and Written 
Language
Sort Pictures in Categories

Wrap Up

Read “Bag It and Tag It!”

Build Background and 
Vocabulary

Read Aloud the Text 
“Bag it or Tag it!” p. 7

Build Language
Use Simple Sentences

Think-Speak-Listen
Add another place to the text. 
We go to the ___.

 
Use Oral and Written 
Language
Make a Poster

Wrap Up

Read “Safe to Go!”

Build Background and 
Vocabulary

Read Aloud the Text
“Safe to Go!”  pp. 8–9

Build Language
Use Proper Nouns

Think-Speak-Listen
How do traffic signals help 
keep us safe?

 
Use Oral and Written 
Language
Draw a Traffic Signal

Wrap Up
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Guide to Build, 
Transfer,  
and Apply

Focus on the
Essential Question

Focus on Reading Focus on Reading Focus on Language Focus on Reading Focus on Reading

A
P

P
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Grade-Level 
Texts

Written Response

Students write about how the  
pictures and video helped 
them understand the 
Essential Question.

Mentor Read-Alouds  
Volume 1

Students describe what  
a community garden is.

Big Book of Shared Readings

Students learn how  
to be a good member  
of their community.

My Reading and Writing

Students identify nouns  
in a text.

My Reading and Writing

Students learn how  
to clean up litter.

Mentor Read-Alouds  
Volume 1

Students learn how traffic 
signals keep us safe.

GRADE 1 UNIT 1   WEEK 1

 1©2018 Benchmark Education Company, LLC  •  Grade 1 

Introduce Unit 1: Being a Good  Community MemberFocus on the Essential Question 

Have students interpret the information depicted in the illustrations and write about how the pictures and video helped them answer the Essential Question. Provide sentence frames, as needed.

• Substantial Support: The picture shows ____. It tells me ____.  

• Moderate Support: The second picture of the ____ tells me ____.  One way I can help in my community is to ____. 

• Light Support: The pictures help me understand ____. For example, I can tell ____ because ____. I can help in my community by ____. 

Being a Good Community Member Essential QuestionWhy do people get involved  in their communities?

Guide to Build, Transfer,  and Apply

Essential Question, pp. 2–3  Texts for English Language DevelopmentWriting Objective: I can write about the Essential Question.Key Vocabulary: community, involved, member, responsibilityCognates: community (comunidad), member (miembro), responsibility (responsabilidad)Materials: Texts for English Language Development “Essential Question,” pp. 2–3

GRADE 1 UNIT 1    WEEK 1

1

Pacing Guide

PROGRAM GUIDE APPLY TO GRADE-LEVEL TEXT 

Texts for 
Close Reading

(10 books,  
1 per unit) 

GRADE 2 UNIT 1  WEEK 1

 1©2018 Benchmark Education Company, LLC  •  Grade 2  1

Introduce Unit 1: Government at Work

Focus on the Essential Question

Have students interpret the information depicted in the illustrations and write  
about how the pictures and video help them answer the Essential Question.  
Provide sentence frames, as needed. 

• Substantial Support: The picture shows ______. It tells me  ______.

• Moderate Support: The picture of the ______ tells me_____.  
I think that ____ is/are important to a government because ____.

• Light Support: The pictures help me understand ____. For example, the ____ 
tells me that ____. I know that ____ help the government because ____. 

Guide to Build, Transfer, 
and Apply

“Essential Question,” pp. 2–3 Texts for English 
Language Development

Writing Objective:
I can write about the  
Essential Question.

Key Vocabulary: 
city, country, government, 
jobs, run, state, town, workers  

Cognates: 
government (gobierno) 

Materials: 
Texts for Close Reading: “Smoke 
Jumpers” pp. 6–9

Guide to Apply  
and Transfer

(30 cards, 3 per unit) 
Program Guide

1

GRADE 2 UNIT 1   WEEK 1
DAY 1

Essential Question  
Reading: Short Read 1

DAY 2
Language

DAY 3
Writing to Sources

DAY 4
Reading: Short Read 2

DAY 5
Word Study and Vocabulary

INTRODUCE UNIT 1 LESSON 1 LESSON 2 LESSON 3 LESSON 4 LESSON 5

Teacher’s  
Resource System

Texts for English 
Language  
Development

Think-Speak-
Listen Flip Book

Government at Work

Build Background and 
Vocabulary

Differentiated Instruction
Explain the  
Essential Question

Read “Smoke Jumpers

Build Background and 
Vocabulary

Read Aloud the Text
“Smoke Jumpers” p. 4

Build Language
Identify Nouns

Think-Speak-Listen
Tell one key detail you 
learned about smoke 
jumpers.

Use Oral and Written 
Language  
Describe Smoke Jumpers in 
an Announcement

Wrap Up

Use Nouns 

Engage Thinking

Read and View Closely
Recognize Nouns

Build Language
Use Nouns

Think-Speak-Listen
What nouns name the special 
gear smoke jumpers wear?

Use Oral and Written 
Language  
Use Nouns to Ask and Answer 
Questions

Wrap Up

Writing to Sources: 
Personal Letter

Engage Thinking

Read and View Closely
Analyze a Personal Letter

Share Your Understanding
What did we learn today 
about the features of a 
personal letter?

Read “Can You Sew a Flag, 
Betsy Ross?”
 
Build Background  
and Vocabulary

Read Aloud the Text 
“Can You Sew a Flag,  
Betsy Ross?” pp. 8–9

Build Language
Express Past Events

Think-Speak-Listen
Summarize the story.

Use Oral and Written 
Language  
Express Events

Wrap Up

Read “Our Flag”

Build Background 
and Vocabulary

Read Aloud the Text
“Our Flag” p. 10

Build Language
Identify Number Adjectives

Think-Speak-Listen
Find one more noun with  
a number adjective.

Use Oral and Written 
Language  
Use Number Adjectives

Wrap Up

Guide to  
Build, Transfer, 
and Apply

Focus on the
Essential Question

Focus on Reading Focus on Language Focus on Writing Focus on Reading Focus on Word Study  
and Vocabulary

Grade-Level Text Written Response

Students write about how  
the pictures and video  
helped them understand  
the Essential Question.

Students explain what  
smoke jumpers do. 

Students identify nouns  
in a text. 

Students begin the drafting 
process of a personal letter.

Students explain why Betsy 
Ross is important.

Students explain why  
our flag is important.
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 1©2018 Benchmark Education Company, LLC  •  Grade 2  1

Introduce Unit 1: Government at Work

Focus on the Essential Question

Have students interpret the information depicted in the illustrations and write  about how the pictures and video help them answer the Essential Question.  Provide sentence frames, as needed. 

• Substantial Support: The picture shows ______. It tells me  ______.

• Moderate Support: The picture of the ______ tells me_____.  I think that ____ is/are important to a government because ____.

• Light Support: The pictures help me understand ____. For example, the ____ tells me that ____. I know that ____ help the government because ____. 

Guide to Build, Transfer, 
and Apply

“Essential Question,” pp. 2–3 Texts for English Language Development

Writing Objective:I can write about the  Essential Question.

Key Vocabulary: city, country, government, state, town, jobs, workers, run 

Cognates: government (gobierno) Materials: Texts for Close Reading: “Smoke Jumpers” pp. 6–9

Pacing Guide Texts for English 
Language 

Development
1 Book

English Language 
Development 

Teacher’s Resource 
System 

Think-Speak-Listen
Flip Book

Advancing  
Foundational Skills 

for English  
Language Learners

By Silvia Dorta-Duque de Reyes

Concepts of Print

Phonological Awareness

Phonics and Word Recognition

Fluency

Advancing 
Foundational Skills 
English Language Learners

for

®

B E N C H M A R K  E D U C A T I O N  C O M P A N Y

ASSESSMENTAPPLY TO GRADE-LEVEL TEXT PROGRAM 
GUIDE 

BUILD LANGUAGE 

Kindergarten

Grade 1

Grade 2

PACING GUIDE 

PACING GUIDE 

PACING 
GUIDE 

Program Components 

6



English 
Language 

Development 
Assessment

English 
Language 

Development 
Assessment

English 
Language 

Development 
Assessment

English 
Language 

Development 
Assessment

Texts for English 
Language 

Development
1 Book

English Language 
Development 

Teacher’s Resource 
System 

Think-Speak-Listen
Flip Book

Advancing  
Foundational Skills 

for English  
Language Learners

By Silvia Dorta-Duque de Reyes

Concepts of Print

Phonological Awareness

Phonics and Word Recognition

Fluency

Advancing 
Foundational Skills 
English Language Learners

for

®

B E N C H M A R K  E D U C A T I O N  C O M P A N Y

Texts for English 
Language 

Development
1 Book

English Language 
Development 

Teacher’s Resource 
System 

Think-Speak-Listen
Flip Book

Advancing  
Foundational Skills 

for English  
Language Learners

By Silvia Dorta-Duque de Reyes

Concepts of Print

Phonological Awareness

Phonics and Word Recognition

Fluency

Advancing 
Foundational Skills 
English Language Learners

for

®

B E N C H M A R K  E D U C A T I O N  C O M P A N Y

Texts for English 
Language 

Development
1 Book

English Language 
Development 

Teacher’s Resource 
System 

Think-Speak-Listen
Flip Book

Advancing  
Foundational Skills 

for English  
Language Learners

By Silvia Dorta-Duque de Reyes

Concepts of Print

Phonological Awareness

Phonics and Word Recognition

Fluency

Advancing 
Foundational Skills 
English Language Learners

for

®

B E N C H M A R K  E D U C A T I O N  C O M P A N Y

Texts for English 
Language 

Development
1 Book

English Language 
Development 

Teacher’s Resource 
System 

Think-Speak-Listen
Flip Book

Advancing  
Foundational Skills 

for English  
Language Learners

By Silvia Dorta-Duque de Reyes

Concepts of Print

Phonological Awareness

Phonics and Word Recognition

Fluency

Advancing 
Foundational Skills 
English Language Learners

for

®

B E N C H M A R K  E D U C A T I O N  C O M P A N Y

Texts for 
Close Reading

(10 books,  
1 per unit) 

Texts for 
Close Reading

(10 books,  
1 per unit) 

Texts for 
Close Reading

(10 books,  
1 per unit) 

Texts for 
Close Reading

(10 books,  
1 per unit) 

 1©2018 Benchmark Education Company, LLC  •  Grade 3 

Introduce Unit 1: Government  
for the People 

Focus on the Essential Question

Have students interpret the information depicted in the pictures and write  
about how the pictures and video helped them answer the Essential Question. 
Provide sentence frames, as needed. 

• Substantial Support: The pictures shows  ____.  People can ____ to 
participate in government.

• Moderate Support: The picture on the top of the _____ tells me _____.  
I know this because _____. One way to participate in government is to _____.

• Light Support: The pictures help me understand _____. For example, I can 
tell _____ because _____. People can participate in government by _____.

Lesson 1 Read-Aloud: “Working Together”

Focus on Reading

Use the strategies below to complete a read-aloud of “Working Together.”

•  Read aloud the title. Ask students what working together means. Tell students 
that this text is about people who work together to solve a problem.

•  Show the picture and read the caption. Have students describe what they see 
and make a prediction of how people in the reading will be working together.

•  Read paragraph 1, stopping to explain key terms such as protect, elected, 
officials, government, team, and prepare.

•  Reread the last two sentences in paragraph 1. Have students circle  
the word sandbags and use the picture on p. 5 to discuss with a partner  
how sandbags were used. 

• After reading, have students reference the text to answer this question:  
How did the people in Fargo work together to solve a problem?  

Guide to Build, Transfer, 
and Apply

“Government for the People” pp. 2–3  
Texts for English Language Development

“Working Together,”  
p. 4 Texts for Close Reading

Writing Objective:
I can write about the  
Essential Question.

Materials: 
Texts for English Language 
Development: “Essential Question” 
pp. 2–3

Reading Objective: 
I can explain how people work 
together to solve a problem.

Key Vocabulary:  
elected, flooding, government, 
officials, prepare, sandbag, team

Cognates: government 
(gobierno), national (nacional), 
service (servicio)

Materials: Texts for Close 
Reading: “Working Together” p. 4

GRADE 3 UNIT 1   WEEK 1

Guide to Apply  
and Transfer

(30 cards, 3 per unit) 

 1©2018 Benchmark Education Company, LLC  •  Grade 4  1©2018 Benchmark Education Company, LLC  •  Grade 4 

Introduce Unit 1: Government in Action 

Focus on the Essential Question

Have students interpret the information depicted in the illustrations and write about 
how the pictures and video helped them understand the Essential Question. Provide 
sentence frames, as needed. 

• Substantial Support: The picture shows ______. It tells me that the 
government ______.

• Moderate Support: The first picture of the ______ shows ______.  
It tells me that ______.

• Light Support: The pictures show ______, which helps me understand 
______. For example, _______.

Guide to Build, Transfer, 
and Apply

Essential Question, pp. 2–3  
Texts for English Language Development

Writing Objective:
I can write about the Essential 
Question.

Key Vocabulary: 
action, congressional, 
emergency, government, 
influence, rescue

Cognates: 
 action (acción), government 
(gobierno), influence 
(influencia)

Materials: 
Texts for English Language 
Development:  
“Essential Question,” pp. 2–3

GRADE 4 UNIT 1   WEEK 1

Guide to Apply  
and Transfer

(30 cards, 3 per unit) 

 1©2018 Benchmark Education Company, LLC  •  Grade 5 

Introduce Unit 1: The U.S. Constitution:  
Then and Now
Focus on the Essential Question

Have students interpret the information depicted in the illustrations and write  
about how the pictures and video helped them understand the Essential Question. 
Provide sentence frames, as needed.

• Substantial Support: The picture shows ___. It tells me ____.

• Moderate Support: The picture of _____ tells me _____.  
This shows that people can _____.

• Light Support: The picture of _____ helps me understand _____.  
For example, in this picture, I see _____, which _____.

Guide to Build, Transfer, 
and Apply

GRADE 5 UNIT 1   WEEK 1

“Essential Question,” pp. 2–3  
Texts for English Language Development

Writing Objective: 
I can write about the  
Essential Question.

Key Vocabulary: 
civil rights, constitution,  
evolve, laws

Cognates: 
constitution (constitución) 

Materials:
Texts for English Language 
Development: “Essential Question” 
pp. 2–3

Guide to Apply  
and Transfer

(30 cards, 3 per unit) 

 1©2018 Benchmark Education Company, LLC  •  Grade 6  1

Introduce Unit 1: Beyond Democracy 

Focus on the Essential Question

Have students interpret the information depicted in the illustrations and write  
about how the pictures and video helped them answer the Essential Question.  
Provide sentence frames, as needed. 

• Substantial Support: The picture shows ____. It tells me ____.

• Moderate Support: The picture of ____tells me  ____. This shows that ____.

• Light Support: The picture of ____helps me understand ____.  
For example, in this picture, I see  ____, which  ____.

Lesson 1 Read-Aloud: “Aristotle  
and Democracy”

Focus on Reading

Use the strategies below to complete a read-aloud of “Aristotle and Democracy”.

•  Read aloud the title and ask partners to share what they know about the word 
democracy.

•  Read paragraph 1. Ask: What is a democracy? Who was Aristotle?  
Have students turn to a partner and discuss the answers.   

•  After reading paragraph 2, ask students to paraphrase what they learned. 

•  Before reading paragraph 3, ask students to circle the word attained and turn  
to a partner to define the word. After reading, ask: What did Aristotle believe 
would be attained when everyone shared in government? 

•  After reading paragraph 7, check for understanding by asking questions, such as: 
What types of government did Aristotle name? Have partners discuss.

•  After reading, have partners summarize Aristotle’s ideas about democracy.

Guide to Build, Transfer, 
and Apply

“Essential Question,” pp. 2–3  
Texts for English Language Development

“Aristotle and Democracy,” pp. 4 –5  
Texts for Close Reading

Reading Objective:  
I can summarize Aristotle’s ideas 
about democracy.

Key Vocabulary: 
administration, ancient, citizens, 
common good, democracy, 
judicial, legislative

Cognates:, 
democracy (democracia), 
equality (igualidad), philosopher 
(filósofo)

Materials:  
Texts for Close Reading:  
“Aristotle and Democracy”  
pp. 4–5

Writing Objective:  
I can write about the Essential 
Question.

Materials:  
Texts for English Language 
Development: “Essential 
Question” p. 2–3

GRADE 6 UNIT 1   WEEK 1

Guide to Apply  
and Transfer

(30 cards, 3 per unit) 

Program Guide

Program Guide

Program Guide

Program Guide

DAY 1
Essential Question  

Reading: Short Read 1

DAY 2
Language

DAY 3
Writing to Sources

DAY 4
Reading: Short Read 2

DAY 5
Reading: Word Study and 

Vocabulary
INTRODUCE UNIT 1 LESSON 1 LESSON 2 LESSON 3 LESSON 4 LESSON 5

B
U

IL
D

 L
A

N
G

U
A

G
E

Teacher’s 
Resource 
System

Texts for English 
Language 
Development

Think-Speak-
Listen Flip Book

Government for the People

Build Background and 
Vocabulary

Differentiated Instruction
Explain the  
Essential Question

Read “Working Together”

Build Background and 
Vocabulary

Read Aloud the Text
“Working Together” p. 4

Build Language
Use Singular and  
Plural Nouns

Think-Speak-Listen
Share one key detail you 
learned from this text.

Use Oral and Written 
Language 
Recount Information 

Wrap Up 

Understand the Language  
of Cause and Effect

Engage Thinking

Read and View Closely
Recognize Cause-and-Effect 
Language

Build Language
Understand the Language  
of Cause and Effect

Think-Speak-Listen
What were the causes and 
effects of the plan to protect 
Fargo from flooding?

Use Oral and Written 
Language 
Describe Causes and Effects

Wrap Up

Personal Letter

Engage Thinking

Read and View Closely
Analyze a  
Personal Letter

Share Your Understanding
What did we learn  
about the four features  
of a personal letter?

Read “Election Day”

Build Background and 
Vocabulary

Read Aloud the Text 
“Election Day”
pp. 8

Build Language
Understand Prepositions That 
Express Time

Think-Speak-Listen
Do you think people under 
the age of eighteen should  
be allowed to vote?

Use Oral and Written 
Language 
Summarize Events  
in a Journal

Wrap Up

Read “Robert’s Rule  
of Order”

Build Background and 
Vocabulary

Read Aloud the Text
“Robert’s Rule of Order”  
p.10

Build Language
Analyze Word Relationships

Think-Speak-Listen
Why do you think it is 
important to have rules  
for a meeting?

Use Oral and Written 
Language 
Plan and Conduct  
an Interview

Wrap Up
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Guide to  
Build, Transfer, 
and Apply

Focus on the Essential 
Question

Focus on Reading Focus on Language Focus on Writing Focus on Reading Focus on Word Study  
and Vocabulary
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Grade-Level Text Written Response

Students write about how the 
pictures and video help them 
understand the Essential 
Question.

Students explain how people 
work together to solve a 
problem.

Students use the language  
of cause and effect to 
describe how to solve  
a problem.

Students begin the drafting 
process of a personal letter.

Students discuss what 
happens on Election Day.

Students analyze word 
relationships.

Students explain what the 
book, Robert’s Rules of 
Order, is about. 

 1©2018 Benchmark Education Company, LLC  •  Grade 3 

Introduce Unit 1: Government  for the People Focus on the Essential Question

Have students interpret the information depicted in the pictures and write  about how the pictures and video helped them answer the Essential Question. Provide sentence frames, as needed. 

• Substantial Support: The pictures show people _____.  People can _____ to participate in government.

• Moderate Support: The picture on the top of the _____ tells me _____.  I know this because _____. One way to participate in government is to _____.

• Light Support: The pictures help me understand _____. For example, I can tell _____ because _____. People can participate in government by _____.

Lesson 1 Read-Aloud: “Working Together”Focus on Reading

Use the strategies below to complete a read-aloud of “Working Together.”

•  Read aloud the title. Ask students what working together means. Tell students that this text is about people who work together to solve a problem.

•  Show the picture and read the caption. Have students describe what they see and make a prediction of how people in the reading will be working together.

•  Read paragraph 1, stopping to explain key terms such as protect, elected, officials, government, team, and prepare.

•  Reread the last two sentences in paragraph 1. Have students circle  the word sandbags and use the picture on p. 5 to discuss with a partner  how sandbags were used. Then ask partners to discuss what it means  to “keep the floodwater out.”

Guide to Build, Transfer, and Apply

“Government for the People” pp. 2–3  Texts for English Language Development

“Working Together,”  p. 4 Texts for Close Reading

Writing Objective:I can write about the  Essential Question.

Materials: Texts for English Language Development: “Essential Question” pp. 2–3

Reading Objective: I can explain how people work together to solve a problem.Key Vocabulary:  elected, flooding, government, officials, prepare, sandbag, teamCognates: government (gobierno), national (nacional), service (servicio)Materials: Texts for Close Reading: “Working Together” p. 4

GRADE 3 UNIT 1   WEEK 1

forTexts  English Language 
Development 

English  Language 
Development TEACHER’SRESOURCE SYSTEM

® B E N C H M A R K  E D U C A T I O N  C O M P A N Y

’SE 3
GRADE

®

forTexts   Close Reading™

Government 
 Peopleeop

for the
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GRADE 3 UNIT 1   WEEK 1

1

Pacing Guide

GRADE 4 UNIT 1   WEEK 1
DAY 1

Essential Question  
Reading: Short Read 1

DAY 2
Language

DAY 3
Writing to Sources

DAY 4
Reading: Short Read 2

DAY 5
Reading: Word Study 

and Vocabulary
INTRODUCE UNIT 1 LESSON 1 LESSON 2 LESSON 3 LESSON 4 LESSON 5

B
U

IL
D

 L
A

N
G

U
A

G
E

Teacher’s 
Resource 
System

Texts for English 
Language  
Development

Think-Speak-
Listen Flip Book

Government in Action

Build Background and 
Vocabulary

Differentiated Instruction
Explain the  
Essential Question

Read “Solving Problems”

Build Background  
and Vocabulary

Read Aloud the Text
“Solving Problems,”  p. 4

Build Language
Compound Subjects

Think-Speak-Listen
Describe an example from 
“Solving Problems” that 
shows how government  
helps people. 

Use Oral and Written 
Language  
Recount Information 

Wrap Up 

Use Prepositional Phrases

Engage Thinking

Read and View Closely
Where or When Questions

Build Language
Use Phrases

Think-Speak-Listen
Why do writers use examples 
to support their  statements?

Use Oral and Written 
Language  
Ask and Answer Questions

Wrap Up

Writing to Sources:  
Personal Letter

Engage Thinking

Read and View Closely
Analyze a Personal Letter

Share Your Understanding
What did we learn about the 
features of a personal letter?

Read “The First Town 
Meeting”
 
Build Background  
and Vocabulary

Read Aloud the Text 
“The First Town Meeting,” 
pp. 8–9

Build Language
Understand Narrative Text 
Structure

Think-Speak-Listen
What do you think of the 
townspeople’s
temporary solution
for the people of Sparks?

Use Oral and Written 
Language  
Write an Opinion

Wrap Up

Read “Saving Yellowstone”

Build Background  
and Vocabulary

Read Aloud the Text
“Saving Yellowstone,” p. 10

Build Language
Use Suffixes

Think-Speak-Listen
Explain why Yellowstone 
National Park has an 
important role in history.

Use Oral and Written 
Language
Use Suffixes to Understand 
Word Meanings

Wrap Up

TR
A

N
SF

ER
  

LE
A

R
N

IN
G

Guide to  
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Focus on  
the Essential Question

Focus on Reading Focus on Language Focus on Writing Focus on Reading Focus on Word Study  
and Vocabulary
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Grade–Level Text Written Response
Students write about how the 
pictures and video helped 
them understand the Essential 
Question.

Students explain how different 
levels of government work 
together to solve problems. 

Students find prepositional
phrases in a text.

Students begin the drafting 
process of a personal letter.

Students discuss a fictional 
account of a local government 
in action. 

Students recognize prefixes 
and suffixes in words. 

Students explain how the 
government protects parks. 

 1©2018 Benchmark Education Company, LLC  •  Grade 4  1©2018 Benchmark Education Company, LLC  •  Grade 4 

Introduce Unit 1: Government in Action 

Focus on the Essential Question

Have students interpret the information depicted in the illustrations and write about how the pictures and video helped them understand the Essential Question. Provide sentence frames, as needed. 

• Substantial Support: The picture shows ______. It tells me that the government ______.

• Moderate Support: The first picture of the ______ shows ______.  It tells me that ______.

• Light Support: The pictures show ______, which helps me understand ______. For example, _______.

Guide to Build, Transfer, and Apply

Essential Question, pp. 2–3  Texts for English Language DevelopmentWriting Objective:I can write about the Essential Question.Key Vocabulary: action, congressional, emergency, government, influence, rescueCognates:  action (acción), government (gobierno), influence (influencia)Materials: Texts for English Language Development:  “Essential Question,” pp. 2-3

GRADE 4 UNIT 1   WEEK 1

1

Pacing Guide

GRADE 5 UNIT 1   WEEK 1
DAY 1

Essential Question  
Reading: Short Read 1

DAY 2
Language

DAY 3
Writing to Sources

DAY 4
Reading: Short Read 2

DAY 5
Reading: Word Study  

and Vocabulary
INTRODUCE UNIT 1 LESSON 1 LESSON 2 LESSON 3 LESSON 4 LESSON 5
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Teacher’s 
Resource 
System

Texts for English 
Language 
Development

Think-Speak-
Listen Flip Book

The U.S. Consitution: Then 
and Now

Build Background  
and Vocabulary

Differentiated Instruction
Explain the  
Essential Question

Read “Creating the 
Constitution”

Build Background  
and Vocabulary

Read Aloud the Text
“Creating the Constitution”  
p. 4

Build Language
Use Simple Past and Past 
Perfect Verb Tenses

Think-Speak-Listen
Explain why James Madison 
thought it was important  
to create a stronger  
central government

Use Oral and Written 
Language  
Write a Magazine Article 

Wrap Up 

Understand the Language  
of Chronology

Engage Thinking

Read and View Closely
Recognize Chronology

Build Language
Understand the Languge  
of Chronology

Think-Speak-Listen
What did James Madison  
do to earn the title “Father  
of the Constitution”?

Use Oral and Written 
Language 
Create a Time Line

Wrap Up

Personal Letter

Engage Thinking

Read and View Closely
Analyze a Personal Letter

Share Your Understanding
What did we learn  
about the four features  
of a personal letter?

Read “Voting RIghts Act 
Address”
 
Build Background  
and Vocabulary

Read Aloud the Text 
“Voting Rights Act Address”
p. 8–9

Build Language
Understand Modal Auxiliaries

Think-Speak-Listen
Why do you think it is 
important for all citizens  
to have the right to vote?  
Give reasons to support  
your opinion.

Use Oral and  
Written Language  
Summarize a Speech

Wrap Up

Read “Susan B. Anthony ”

Build Background  
and Vocabulary

Read Aloud the Text
“Susan B. Anthony” 
p. 10

Build Language
Use Facts and Examples  
to Explore Word Meaning

Think-Speak-Listen
Compare and contrast  
how Susan B. Anthony  
and President Lyndon 
Johnson fought for  
peoples’ right to vote.

Use Oral and Written 
Language
Write a Speech About  
Civil Rights

Wrap Up

TR
A

N
SF

ER
  

LE
A

R
N

IN
G

Guide to  
Build, Transfer, 
and Apply

Focus on the Essential 
Question

Focus on Reading Focus on Language Focus on Writing Focus on Reading Focus on Word Study  
and Vocabulary
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Grade-Level 
Text

WRITTEN RESPONSE

Students write about how  
the pictures and video  
help them understand the 
Essential Question. 

Students explain the form 
of government the U.S. 
Constitution created

Students understand the 
language of chronology  
in a text.

Students begin the drafring 
process of a personal letter.

Students discuss President 
Lyndon Johnson’s Voting 
Rights Act Address. 

Students use facts  
and examples to explore 
word meaning. 

Students describe how  
Susan B. Anthony influenced 
the U.S. Constitution.

English  Language 
Development TEACHER’SRESOURCE SYSTEM

® B E N C H M A R K  E D U C A T I O N  C O M P A N Y

’SE 5
GRADE

forTexts  English Language 
Development 

B E N C H M A R K  E D U C A T I O N  C O M P A N Y®

 1©2018 Benchmark Education Company, LLC  •  Grade 5 

Introduce Unit 1: The U.S. Constitution:  Then and NowFocus on the Essential Question

Have students interpret the information depicted in the illustrations and write  about how the pictures and video helped them understand the Essential Question. Provide sentence frames, as needed.

• Substantial Support: The picture shows ___. It tells me ____.

• Moderate Support: The picture of _____ tells me _____.  This shows that people can _____.

• Light Support: The picture of _____ helps me understand _____.  For example, in this picture, I see _____, which _____.

Guide to Build, Transfer, and Apply

GRADE 5 UNIT 1   WEEK 1

“Essential Question,” pp. 2–3  Texts for English Language DevelopmentWriting Objective: I can write about the  Essential Question.Key Vocabulary: civil rights, constitution,  evolve, lawsCognates: constitution (constitución) Materials:Texts for English Language Development: “Essential Question” pp. 2–3

®

forTexts   CloseReading

and

forTexts   Close Reading™

The U.S. Constitution:

and
Then
          
 Now

1

Pacing Guide

GRADE 6 UNIT 1   WEEK 1
DAY 1

Essential Question  
Reading: Short Read 1

DAY 2
Language

DAY 3
Writing to Sources

DAY 4
Reading: Short Read 2

DAY 5
Reading: Word Study  

and Vocabulary
INTRODUCE UNIT 1 LESSON 1 LESSON 2 LESSON 3 LESSON 4 LESSON 5
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Teacher’s 
Resource 
System

Texts for English 
Language  
Development

Think-Speak-
Listen Flip Book

Beyond Democracy

 
Build Background and 
Vocabulary

Differentiated Instruction
Explain the  
Essential Question

Read “Aristotle and 
Democracy”

Build Background and 
Vocabulary

Read Aloud the Text
“Aristotle and Democracy”
p. 4

Build Language
Use Compound Verbs

 
Think-Speak-Listen
Explain to your partner why 
Aristotle thought democracy 
was important.

 
 
Use Oral and Written 
Language: Explain Democracy 

Wrap Up

Explain Abstract Nouns

 
Engage Thinking

 
Read and View Closely
Recognize Abstract Nouns

 
Build Language
Explain Abstract Nouns

 
Think-Speak-Listen
Take turns with your partner, 
and using your own words 
explain Aristotle’s views on 
government.

 
Use Oral and Written 
Language
Explain Types of Government

Wrap Up

Fictional Journal Entry

 
Engage Thinking

 
Read and View Closely
Analyze a Fictional Journal 
Entry

Share Your Understanding
What did we learn about  
the four features of a fictional 
journal entry?

Read “The Iroquois 
Confederacy”

Build Background and 
Vocabulary

Read Aloud the Text 
“The Iroquois Confederacy”
pp. 8–9

Build Language
Use Adverbs and Adverbial 
Phrases to Show Sequence

Think-Speak-Listen
Take turns with your partner, 
and summarize how 
Dekanawida and the Iroquois 
League influenced Ben 
Franklin.

Use Oral and Written 
Language:
Use a Timeline  
to Show Sequence

Wrap Up

Read “The Mayflower 
Compact”

Build Background  
and Vocabulary

Read Aloud the Text
“The Mayflower Compact”  
p.10

Build Language
Use Words With Suffixes

 
Think-Speak-Listen
Describe to your partner 
how the Pilgrims formed a 
civil society in the 
“New World.”

 
Use Oral and Written 
Language:
Write a Journal Entry

Wrap Up
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Guide to  
Build, Transfer, 
and Apply

Focus on the  
Essential Question

Focus on Reading Focus on Language Focus on Writing Focus on Reading Focus on Word Study  
and Vocabulary

A
P

P
LY

  
TO

 T
EX

T

Grade-Level Text Written Response

Students write about how  
the pictures and video  
help them understand  
the Essential Question.

Students summarize 
Aristotle’s ideas about 
democracy.

Students understand and 
explain abstract nouns.

Students begin the drafting 
process of a fictional journal 
entry.

Students discuss the 
contribution the Iroquois 
Confederacy made to the 
development of the U. S. 
Constitution. 

Students use words  
with suffixes. 

Students explain how the 
Mayflower Compact helped 
shape the democracy we 
have today. 
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Introduce Unit 1: Beyond Democracy Focus on the Essential Question

Have students interpret the information depicted in the illustrations and write about how the pictures and video helped them answer the Essential Question. Provide sentence frames, as needed. 

• Substantial Support: The picture shows ____. It tells me ____.

• Moderate Support: The picture of ____tells me  ____. This shows that ____.

• Light Support: The picture of ____helps me understand  ____. For example, in this picture, I see  ____, which  ____.

Guide to Build, Transfer, and Apply

GRADE 6 UNIT 1   WEEK 1

“Essential Question,” pp. 2–3 Texts for English Language Development

Unit 1  •  Beyond DemocracyWhy might societies form  different types of government?

Writing Objective: I can write about the  Essential Question.

Key Vocabulary: societies, government, democracy, nations 

Materials: Texts for English Language Development: “Essential Question” p. 2–3

1

Pacing Guide

ASSESSMENTAPPLY TO GRADE-LEVEL TEXT PROGRAM 
GUIDE 

BUILD LANGUAGE 

ASSESSMENTAPPLY TO GRADE-LEVEL TEXT PROGRAM 
GUIDE 

BUILD LANGUAGE 

ASSESSMENTAPPLY TO GRADE-LEVEL TEXT PROGRAM 
GUIDE 

BUILD LANGUAGE 

ASSESSMENTAPPLY TO GRADE-LEVEL TEXT PROGRAM 
GUIDE 

BUILD LANGUAGE 

Grade 3

Grade 4

Grade 5

Grade 6

PACING 
GUIDE 

PACING 
GUIDE 

PACING 
GUIDE 

PACING 
GUIDE 

 

Every Resource Is Available  
in Print  

and Digital

To see virtual samples, visit www.advancinglanguagelearning.com.

Unique Resources That Amplify  
and Accelerate Language Learning  

7



www.advancinglanguagelearning.com

A New English Language 
Instructional Solution  
for Grades K–6 

B E N C H M A R K  E D U C A T I O N  C O M P A N Y
Call toll-free: 1-877-236-2465  •  Visit our website: www.benchmarkeducation.com

®

Develop Language Through  
Meaningful Context 

• Addresses language standards

• Integrates the four domains—
Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing

• Scaffolds students to on-grade-level 
expectations

B8107

www.advancinglanguagelearning.com

A New English Language 
Instructional Solution 
for Grades K–6 

FR
O

N
T 

C
O

V
ER

 A
: M

O
N

KE
Y

BU
SI

N
ES

SI
M

A
G

ES
/

IS
TO

C
KP

H
O

TO
; F

RO
N

T 
C

O
V

ER
 B

: S
TE

V
E 

D
EB

EN
PO

RT
/

G
ET

TY
 IM

A
G

ES
; F

RO
N

T 
C

O
V

ER
 C

: M
A

N
G

PO
R

20
0

4/
SH

U
T

TE
RS

TO
C

K;
 F

RO
N

T 
C

O
V

ER
 C

: M
A

N
G

PO
R

20
0

4/
SH

U
T

TE
RS

TO
C

K;
 F

RO
N

T 
C

O
V

ER
 D

:  
W

AV
EB

RE
A

KM
ED

IA
/

IS
TO

C
KP

H
O

TO
; F

RO
N

T 
C

O
V

ER
 E

: F
AT

C
A

M
ER

A
/

G
ET

TY
 IM

A
G

ES
; F

RO
N

T 
C

O
V

ER
 F

: S
TE

V
E 

D
EB

EN
PO

RT
/

G
ET

TY
 IM

A
G

ES
; F

RO
N

T 
C

O
V

ER
 G

: E
SB

 P
RO

FE
SS

IO
N

A
L/

SH
U

T
TE

RS
TO

C
K;

 F
RO

N
T 

C
O

V
ER

 H
: W

AV
EB

RE
A

KM
ED

IA
/

IS
TO

C
KP

H
O

TO
; 

FR
O

N
T 

C
O

V
ER

 I:
 R

ID
O

FR
A

N
Z/

IS
TO

C
KP

H
O

TO
; F

RO
N

T 
C

O
V

ER
 J:

 N
IK

S 
A

D
S/

SH
U

T
TE

RS
TO

C
K;

 F
RO

N
T 

C
O

V
ER

 K
: S

TE
V

E 
D

EB
EN

PO
RT

/
G

ET
TY

 IM
A

G
ES

; F
RO

N
T 

C
O

V
ER

 L
: U

N
D

EF
IN

ED
 U

N
D

EF
IN

ED
/

IS
TO

C
KP

H
O

TO
; P

A
G

E 
2,

 3
: S

TE
EX

/
G

ET
TY

 IM
A

G
ES


