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NEW! Literary and Informational  
Text Sets for Striving Readers and ELs 

Call toll-free 1-877-236-2465  •  Visit our website: www.benchmarkeducation.com®

Level DLevel B Level F Level MLevel C Level E Level I

Sample Grade 3 Topic Set: 
Animal Adaptations 

Sample Grade 5 Topic Set: 

The U.S. Constitution: Then and Now

Three-book sets support 
initial reading progress.

Four-book sets close the literacy 
and language gap. 

Grades 2–4  Grades 5–6

Teach	the	meaning	of	words	and	sentences	while	reading	about	key	
subjects	taught	at	every	grade	level.

Literary Science Social Studies

Character Life	Science Government	&	Citizenship

Point	of	View Technology	and	Society History	and	Culture

Theme Earth	Science Economics

Physical	Science

Help striving readers and  
ELs progress to grade-level 
text and content.
Leveled topic sets feature scaffolds for 
literacy and language development.
• Multi-book sets at a range of reading levels address

grade-level science, social studies, and ELA
standards.

• Accelerated introduction to on-grade-level
text and graphic features prepares students for
complex texts.

• Pictorial support and glossaries develop academic
vocabulary in meaningful contexts.

Social Studies Science

Literary

E-books include synchronized
audio/highlighting of words, plus 

interactive learning practice!



 CLASSROOM STARTER PACKS
Single-Copy Sets
Each	set	contains:
•	30	Leveled	Books

Individual Topic Sets
(See	code	near	topic	title.)
•	18	Leveled	Books (6	copies	of	3	titles)
•	3	Teacher’s	Guides
•	3	Text	Evidence	Question	Cards

Individual Title 6-Packs
(See	code	near	each	title.)
•	6	Leveled	Books
•	Teacher’s	Guide
•	Text	Evidence	Question	Card

Grade 2 Set N6-Y33474 Grade 2 Sets Grade 2 6-Packs
Grade 3 Set N6-Y33475 Grade 3 Sets Grade 3 6-Packs
Grade 4 Set N6-Y33476 Grade 4 Sets Grade 4 6-Packs

Three-Book Sets for Grades 2–4 
at Grades K–1 Reading Levels

Three-Book Sets for Grades 2–4 
at Grades K–1 Reading Levels

“Animals with Stripes” 

GUIDED READING LANGUAGE SUPPORT

Before Reading
• Build vocabulary and concepts.

• Provide or scaffold students in 
setting a purpose for reading 
and learning. 

Distribute copies of Animals with Stripes to 
students in the group. Read aloud the title, and point 
to the stripes on the fish. 

Ask: What are these? (stripes) What other animals 
have stripes? Why do you think animals have stripes? 
Share your thoughts with a partner. 

•  Build the concept that stripes help some animals 
hide and survive.

•  Turn to the title page. Ask students if they can name 
the animals in this photo. (zebras) 

Explain the word stripes through examples on 
clothes and objects. Use these sentence frames to 
help students answer the questions: ___ have 
stripes, too. I think animals have stripes because…

• Explain the words hide and survive. Elicit examples 
and have students practice saying the words. 

Preview the photos of animals in the book or with 
the picture word cards. Use these sentence frames: 
This is a _____. This ___ has stripes. Have students 
practice saying the names aloud and say what they 
know about each one.  

During Reading*
• Observe students’ reading. 

Use meaning, word work, and 
fluency prompts to scaffold 
students during the reading 
process. Select prompts based 
on each student’s reading 
needs.

• Use specific praise to reinforce 
the reading process for all 
students. 

MEANING
• You said _____. Does that make sense?
• Is that the first sound of the word you said?
• Check the picture. What is _____?

WORD WORK
• Try again with your finger.
• What is the first letter?

FLUENCY 
• Try that again.
• Read up to your finger.

MEANING
• Look at page 8. What animal is this? What word 

tells you that? Point to it.

WORD WORK
• Point to the word bee. Say: Look at the two e’s. 

What sound does /ee/ make? How does knowing 
this sound help you read the word? Give examples 
of words with the same spelling. (tree, see, week)  

• Point out Spanish cognates listed in EL Support to 
Spanish speakers.  

FLUENCY
• Read page 6. Which words did you have trouble 

with? Practice reading those words with students. 
Then have students practice reading the words in 
the sentences with you.

After Reading
• Stimulate a rich discussion that 

inspires deeper encounters 
with the text and expands their 
understanding of the concept. 

• Provide an opportunity 
for students to express an 
understanding of the topic 
through writing. 

Ask: Why do animals have stripes? Use 
information from the photos to help you explain how 
stripes help animals. 

Have students write a paragraph to answer the 
question: Based on what you learned in this text, 
what do zebras, bees, and tigers have in common? 

You may wish to use the running record in the 
Program Overview to help you assess an individual 
student’s reading progress. 

Write camouflage on the board. Say it with students 
a few times. Explain that stripes are a kind of 
camouflage. Have students think of other types of 
camouflage that animals have.

Have partners use sentence frames like these to 
discuss their answers to the question: Animals have 
stripes so that____. A ___ has _____ stripes. ___ 
have stripes to help them ______.
You may want partners to use the picture word cards 
in their discussions.

Support students’ writing using sentence frames 
such as: Zebras, bees, and tigers all have ______ to 
help them ____. Stripes help the ____ hide because 
the stripes ___. 
Have partners explain why stripes are an example of 
camouflage using this sentence stem: Stripes are an 
example of camouflage because _____. 

*For a more comprehensive list of suggested guided reading prompts, including praise prompts, see the Advance ALL Program Overview.

Guided Reading

Read to Advance: “Animals’ Tools for Survival”

GUIDED READING LANGUAGE SUPPORT

Before Reading
• Provide or scaffold students in 

setting a purpose for reading 
and learning. 

In “Animals with Stripes” we learned that some 
animals have stripes to help them survive. In 
“Animals’ Tools for Survival” we will learn about tools, 
or features, that animals have that help them survive. 
The parrot on the first page has a beak. A beak is a 
tool. How do you think a beak helps this parrot 
survive? What other tools could parrots have? 

Invite students to tell you what they know about 
the animals in the pictures. Ask students to make 
predictions about what tools each paragraph will talk 
about.

Have students describe the parrot. Invite 
students to share their knowledge of or experiences 
with parrots or other birds. 

Provide sentence stems for partners to use as they 
answer the questions:
A _____ is a tool and helps a parrot survive because 
it ________.
A ___ has ___. ___ could be a tool because ___. 

• Have students practice saying the names of animals 
in the pictures and describing them aloud. Then have 
students read on their own or do shared reading 
depending on their reading level.

During Reading*
• Observe students’ reading. 

Use meaning, word work, and 
fluency prompts to scaffold 
students during the reading 
process. Select prompts based 
on each student’s reading 
needs.

• Use specific praise to reinforce 
the reading process for all 
students. 

MEANING
• What did you notice?
• Check the picture. What is _____?
• How did you know it was right?

WORD WORK
• Would _____ start like that?
• Look at this word. Is there a part of this word you 

know?

FLUENCY 
• Look at the period. Make your voice go down at the 

end of the sentence.
• Can you read this quickly?

MEANING
• Look at the part about raccoons. Point to the 

raccoon’s claws. How do claws help?

WORD WORK
• Look at the word webbed. Is there a part of this 

word you know? What other word or words look 
like this word? How are they related? Have students 
picture a spider web and the webbed feet and 
describe how they are similar.

FLUENCY
• Read the part about a toucan. Which words did you 

have trouble with? Practice reading those words 
with students a few times. Then have them read the 
sentence with the words with you.

After Reading
• Stimulate a rich discussion that 

inspires deeper encounters 
with the text and expands their 
understanding of the concept. 

• Provide an opportunity 
for students to express an 
understanding of the topic 
through writing. 

Ask: Which animal’s tool did you find the most 
interesting? Why? Use information from the photos to 
help you make your choice. Tell the group your choice 
and why you chose it. 

Ask: Based on what you have learned in this text, 
how are ducks, raccoons, and toucans the same? 
How are they different?

You may wish to use the running record in the 
Program Overview to help you assess an individual 
student’s understanding of “Animals’ Tools for 
Survival.”

Have students work with a partner to look back 
at the text and choose their animal’s tool. Students 
can use these sentence frames to present their choice 
and add to the discussion.
The animal tool I chose is the ___ ‘s ___. I think that 
tool is the most interesting because _____. I liked 
the fact that a ____’s _____ helped it ____ because 
___. 

Support students’ writing using sentence frames 
such as: 
Ducks, raccoons, and toucans are the same because  
_____. They are different because _____  All three 
animals have ____. However, their ____ are ____. 

*For a more comprehensive list of suggested guided reading prompts, including praise prompts, see the Advance ALL Program Overview.

Guided Reading

© Benchmark Education Company, LLC © Benchmark Education Company, LLCAdvance ALL Teacher’s Guide • Animals with Stripes Advance ALL Teacher’s Guide • Animals with Stripes2 3

Lexile: 40L  Level: B Lexile: 290L  Level: D

Teacher’s Guide provides two types of 
support for each text section.

Text Evidence Question Card prompts 
students to practice their responses.

Each book contains an illustrated leveled text…

stripes

76

This is a tiger. 
This tiger has stripes.

Level B

32

The camel lives in the desert. A desert has sand. 

A camel has tools. The tools help it 
survive in the desert. 

sand

Level D Level F

1514

Read to Advance

Animals’ 
Tools for 
Survival A duck has webbed feet. The 

webbed feet help it swim.

A raccoon has claws. The 
claws help it climb.

A toucan has a beak. The beak 
helps it get food.

Many animals have tools that 
help them survive.

Level D

Read to Advance

This camel lives in the 
Middle East. It has one hump 
on its back. It has long legs 
and short hair.

This camel lives in Asia. 
It has two humps on its back. 
It has long fur. This camel 
can weigh more than  
2,000 pounds.

Both camels use their 
humps to survive. The 
humps store fat. Camels can 
turn this fat into water.

There are two kinds of 
camels. These camels have 
many differences.

Arabian camel Bactrian camel

1514

Level F

Read to Advance

Animal 
Disguises Sometimes, the way they 

act or behave gives them an 
advantage. They also have 
physical features that improve 
their chances of survival.

Animals that hunt for 
their food are called predators. 
The animals these predators 
hunt are called prey.

Both predators and prey 
have traits that help them hide 
from one another. How do 
they do it?

All animals have special 
features that help them 
survive, or stay alive.

1514

Level H

…plus, text at a higher level with extra support.

 CLASSROOM STARTER PACKS
Single-Copy Sets
Each set contains:
• 30 Leveled Books

Individual Topic Sets
(See code near topic title.)
• 18 Leveled Books (6 copies of 3 titles)
• 3 Teacher’s Guides
• 3 Text Evidence Question Cards

Individual Title 6-Packs
(See code near each title.)
• 6 Leveled Books
• Teacher’s Guide
• Text Evidence Question Card

Grade 2 Set NA-Y33474 $230 Grade 2 Sets $135 Grade 2 6-Packs $46
Grade 3 Set NA-Y33475 $240 Grade 3 Sets $145 Grade 3 6-Packs $49
Grade 4 Set NA-Y33476 $260 Grade 4 Sets $155 Grade 4 6-Packs $53

GRADE-LEVEL SETS
Each set for Grades 2–4 contains:
• 180 Leveled Books (6 copies of 30 titles)
• 30 Teacher’s Guides
• 30 Text Evidence Question Cards
• Advance ALL Overview

Each set for Grades 5–6 contains:
• 240 Leveled Books (6 copies of 40 titles)
• 40 Teacher’s Guides
• 40 Text Evidence Question Cards
• Advance ALL Overview

Print Only
Grade 2 Set NA-Y33469 $1,425 $1,285 SAVE $140
Grade 3 Set NA-Y33470 $1,515 $1,350 SAVE $165
Grade 4 Set NA-Y33471 $1,635 $1,455 SAVE $180
Grade 5 Set NA-Y33472 $2,285 $2,020 SAVE $265
Grade 6 Set NA-Y33473 $2,285 $2,020 SAVE $265
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GRADE 2 SET
•	180	Leveled	Books	(6	copies	of	30	titles)
•	30	Teacher’s	Guides
•	30	Text	Evidence	Question	Cards
•	Advance	ALL	Overview

 CLASSROOM STARTER PACKS
Single-Copy Set
•	30	Leveled	Books

Individual Topic Sets
(See	code	near	topic	title.)
•	18	Leveled	Books	(6	copies	of	3	titles)
•	3	Teacher’s	Guides
•	3	Text	Evidence	Question	Cards

Individual Title 6-Packs
(See	code	near	each	title.)
•	6	Leveled	Books
•	Teacher’s	Guide
•	Text	Evidence	Question	CardPrint Only

N6-Y33469                      N6-Y33474 

High-interest books build knowledge and improve 
understanding of topics and text.

Grade 2 Levels: A–G

Government at Work N6-Y33819

Characters Facing Challenges N6-Y33820

Plants and Animals in Their Habitats N6-Y33821

Many Characters, Many Points of View N6-Y33822

Solving Problems Through Technology N6-Y33823

N6-Y33755  Level B
Lexile: 160L

N6-Y33754  Level D
Lexile: 120L

N6-Y33751  Level G
Lexile: 300L

N6-Y33797  Level A
Lexile: 30L

N6-Y33756  Level C
Lexile: 400L

N6-Y33806  Level G
Lexile: 280L

N6-Y33802  Level A
Lexile: BR*

N6-Y33796  Level D
Lexile: 140L

N6-Y33800  Level F
Lexile: 380L

N6-Y33801  Level B
Lexile: BR*

N6-Y33790  Level D
Lexile: 150L

N6-Y33785  Level F
Lexile: 360L

N6-Y33772  Level B
Lexile: BR*

N6-Y33757  Level D
Lexile: 220L

N6-Y33734  Level F
Lexile: 440L

Tales to Live By N6-Y33485

Investigating the Past N6-Y33486

Wind and Water Change Earth N6-Y33487

Buyers and Sellers N6-Y33488

States of Matter N6-Y33489

N6-Y33571  Level C
Lexile: 180L

N6-Y33594  Level G
Lexile: 250L

N6-Y33516  Level D
Lexile: 220L

N6-Y33544  Level G  
Lexile: 420L

N6-Y33555  Level D
Lexile: 350L

N6-Y33566  Level F
Lexile: 410L

N6-Y33580  Level D
Lexile: 60L

N6-Y33557  Level G
Lexile: 400L

N6-Y33514  Level B
Lexile: BR*

N6-Y33591  Level B
Lexile: 120L

N6-Y33585  Level A
Lexile: BR*

N6-Y33529  Level A
Lexile: BR*

N6-Y33518  Level G
Lexile: 360L

N6-Y33539  Level A
Lexile: BR*

N6-Y33593  Level C
Lexile: BR*

* Beginning Reading
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* Beginning ReadingGrade 3 Levels: A–G
Government for the People N6-Y33824

Ways Characters Shape Stories N6-Y33825

Animal Adaptations N6-Y33826

Comparing Points of View N6-Y33827

Advancements in Technology N6-Y33828

N6-Y33783  Level D
Lexile: 190L

N6-Y33740  Level G
Lexile: 480L

N6-Y33765  Level C
Lexile: BR*

N6-Y33764  Level F
Lexile: 320L

N6-Y33788  Level D
Lexile: 280L

N6-Y33777  Level F
Lexile: 320L

N6-Y33768  Level D
Lexile: 140L

N6-Y33758  Level G
Lexile: 310L

N6-Y33807  Level D
Lexile: 330L

N6-Y33776  Level B
Lexile: BR*

N6-Y33792  Level A
Lexile: BR*

N6-Y33736  Level B
Lexile: 40L

N6-Y33741  Level B
Lexile: BR*

N6-Y33735  Level B
Lexile: 100L

N6-Y33786  Level G
Lexile: 460L

GRADE 3 SET
•	180	Leveled	Books	(6	copies	of	30	titles)
•	30	Teacher’s	Guides
•	30	Text	Evidence	Question	Cards
•	Advance	ALL	Overview

 CLASSROOM STARTER PACKS
Single-Copy Set
•	30	Leveled	Books

Individual Topic Sets
(See	code	near	topic	title.)
•	18	Leveled	Books	(6	copies	of	3	titles)
•	3	Teacher’s	Guides
•	3	Text	Evidence	Question	Cards

Individual Title 6-Packs
(See	code	near	each	title.)
•	6	Leveled	Books
•	Teacher’s	Guide
•	Text	Evidence	Question	CardPrint Only

N6-Y33470 N6-Y33475 

Provide access to grade-level content as 
you develop language and literacy skills.

Making Decisions N6-Y33490

Communities Then and Now N6-Y33491

Weather and Climate N6-Y33492

Spending Time and Money N6-Y33493

Forces and Interactions N6-Y33494

N6-Y33554  Level D
Lexile: 230L

N6-Y33572  Level F
Lexile: 260L

N6-Y33530  Level D
Lexile: 170L

N6-Y33545  Level F
Lexile: 420L

N6-Y33524  Level D
Lexile: 360L

N6-Y33543  Level F
Lexile: 450L

N6-Y33533  Level D
Lexile: 420L

N6-Y33540  Level G
Lexile: 380L

N6-Y33541  Level G
Lexile: 490L

N6-Y33582  Level B
Lexile: BR*

N6-Y33537  Level A
Lexile: BR*

N6-Y33534  Level B
Lexile: BR*

N6-Y33510  Level A
Lexile: 20L

N6-Y33563  Level B
Lexile: BR*

N6-Y33578  Level D
Lexile: 260L

w w w. b e n c h m a r ke d u c at i o n . c o m



* Beginning ReadingGrade 4 Levels: A–G
Government in Action N6-Y33829

Characters’ Actions and Reactions N6-Y33830

Observing Nature N6-Y33831

Understanding Different Points of View N6-Y33832

Technology for a Green Future N6-Y33833

N6-Y33794  Level B
Lexile: 160L

N6-Y33813  Level B
Lexile: BR*

N6-Y33766  Level B
Lexile: BR*

N6-Y33773  Level B
Lexile: BR*

N6-Y33789  Level B
Lexile: 310L

N6-Y33753  Level D
Lexile: 100L

N6-Y33744  Level D
Lexile: 100L

N6-Y33805  Level D
Lexile: 250L

N6-Y33749  Level D
Lexile: 110L

N6-Y33774  Level D
Lexile: 300L

N6-Y33810  Level G
Lexile: 460L

N6-Y33818  Level F
Lexile: 270L

N6-Y33811  Level G
Lexile: 450L

N6-Y33770  Level E
Lexile: 230L

N6-Y33791  Level F
Lexile: 460L

GRADE 4 SET
•	180	Leveled	Books	(6	copies	of	30	titles)
•	30	Teacher’s	Guides
•	30	Text	Evidence	Question	Cards
•	Advance	ALL	Overview

 CLASSROOM STARTER PACKS
Single-Copy Set
•	30	Leveled	Books

Individual Topic Sets
(See	code	near	topic	title.)
•	18	Leveled	Books	(6	copies	of	3	titles)
•	3	Teacher’s	Guides
•	3	Text	Evidence	Question	Cards

Individual Title 6-Packs
(See	code	near	each	title.)
•	6	Leveled	Books
•	Teacher’s	Guide
•	Text	Evidence	Question	CardPrint Only

N6-Y33471 N6-Y33476 

Scaffolds build literacy and content knowledge, while  
Read to Advance pages stretch readers to higher-level text.

Confronting Challenges N6-Y33495

Developing a Nation N6-Y33496

Earth Changes N6-Y33497

Resources and Their Impact N6-Y33498

The Power of Electricity N6-Y33499

N6-Y33532  Level A
Lexile: BR*

N6-Y33570  Level D
Lexile: 200L

N6-Y33552  Level E
Lexile: 240L

N6-Y33586  Level A
Lexile: BR*

N6-Y33512  Level D
Lexile: 30L

N6-Y33522  Level G
Lexile: 270L

N6-Y33523  Level B
Lexile: 220L

N6-Y33588  Level D
Lexile: 200L

N6-Y33587  Level F
Lexile: 430L

N6-Y33547  Level A
Lexile: 80L

N6-Y33560  Level D
Lexile: 370L

N6-Y33568  Level G
Lexile: 330L

N6-Y33561  Level G
Lexile: 450L

N6-Y33526  Level C
Lexile: 260L

N6-Y33592  Level B
Lexile: 100L

C a l l  1 - 8 7 7 - 2 3 6 - 2 4 6 5  •  F a x  1 - 8 7 7 - 7 32 - 8 2 7 3



Four-Book Sets for Grades 5–6 at 
Grades K–2 Reading Levels

 CLASSROOM STARTER PACKS
Single-Copy Sets
Each	set	contains:
•	40	Leveled	Books

Individual Topic Sets
(See	code	near	topic	title.)
•	24	Leveled	Books (6	copies	of	4	titles)
•	4	Teacher’s	Guides
•	4	Text	Evidence	Question	Cards

Individual Title 6-Packs
(See	code	near	each	title.)
•	6	Leveled	Books
•	Teacher’s	Guide
•	Text	Evidence	Question	Card

Grade 5 Set N6-Y33477   Grade 5 Sets Grade 5 6-Packs

Grade 6 Set N6-Y33478 Grade 6 Sets Grade 6 6-Packs

Each book contains an illustrated leveled text…

…plus, text at a higher level with extra support.

NEW! Literary and Informational Text 
Sets for Striving Readers and ELs 

Four-Book Sets for Grades 5–6 at 
Grades K–2 Reading Levels

Read to Advance

President 
Johnson’s Fight 
for Voting Rights Some people could not vote 

because of their skin color. 
Johnson said this was wrong.

He said that all people  
were equal.

President Johnson fought for 
equal voting rights.

Lyndon B. Johnson was 
president in the 1960s.  
He gave a speech about  
voting rights.

1514

Read to Advance

Marshall’s 
Speech for 
Equal Rights Marshall’s speech was 

against segregation. He wanted 
equal rights for all people.

Marshall lived at a time 
when not everyone had equal 
rights. Some schools did 
not let African Americans in 
because of their skin color.

Marshall ended his speech 
by saying that everyone should 
have liberty, or freedom.

Thurgood Marshall was 
the first African American on 
the Supreme Court. He gave a 
speech in Philadelphia.

1514

Read to Advance

The trial began in June 
1847. Scott lost this trial. A 
new trial freed the Scotts. 
Then in 1852, the Missouri 
Supreme Court overturned this 
ruling. Scott and his family 
were slaves again.

The final trial for the 
Scotts began in 1854. On 
March 6, 1857, Roger B. Taney 
delivered the ruling. He said 
that Dred Scott was not a 
citizen because of his race.

After the trial was over, 
the descendants of their 
original owner purchased the 
Scotts and set them free. Sadly, 
Dred Scott became ill and died 
on September 17, 1858, about 
a year after he had been freed.

In 1846, Dred Scott and his 
family were living in Missouri. 
Missouri was a slave state. Scott 
asked a court to free him and 
his family. He claimed that they 
should be free because they 
used to live in a free state.

The 
Dred Scott  
Decision

1514

Read to Advance

Creating the 
Constitution

Over the years, the rights 
and freedoms listed in the U.S. 
Constitution have had a great 
impact on the world. How did 
this world-shaking document 
come to be? 

The beginning words 
of the U.S. Constitution  
introduce and explain its 
purpose. This revolutionary 
document had considerable 
historical importance for the 
United States and the world. 
Never before had a country 
established a set of laws for 
running its government by the 
people themselves. 

“We the People of the 
United States, in Order to 
form a more perfect Union, 
establish Justice, insure 
domestic Tranquility, 
provide for the common 
defence, promote the 
general Welfare, and 
secure the Blessings 
of Liberty to ourselves 
and our Posterity, do 
ordain and establish this 
Constitution for the United 
States of America.”

17 16 

54

He was a teacher.

p Lyndon Johnson as a teacher

Level C

Marshall became a judge in 1961.  u

10

Thurgood Marshall worked for the rights of  
African Americans. 

He became a judge.

Marshall was the first African American to be a Supreme 
Court judge. 

11

p Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall

Level E
1312

In 1860 Abraham Lincoln became president of 
the United States. Lincoln believed that the Dred Scott 
ruling was unfair. He worked to free enslaved people and 
to make them U.S. citizens.

Dred Scott died before all enslaved people became 
free. People today still honor his courage to fight for his 
dream of freedom.

Abraham Lincoln

8 

q the Constitution of the United Statesq Madison helped write the Constitution.

During the Revolutionary War the Continental 
Congress governed the thirteen colonies. They used 
a plan called the Articles of Confederation. In 1783 
when the war ended and the colonies won their 
independence, the United States needed a new plan for 
government. The Continental Congress asked James 
Madison and other leaders to write the Constitution of 
the United States.

Madison believed that the United States should have 
a strong central government. He also thought that the 
government should have three parts, or branches, and 
that each branch should have its own role. He believed 
that:

1. The legislative branch should make laws. 

2. The executive branch should make sure 
that laws are followed. 

3. The judicial branch should interpret, or decide, 
what the laws mean.

Did You Know? 

Madison also believed that each  
branch of government should be  
able to balance the other branches.  
He did not want any branch to have  
too much power. 

9 

The  Three  Branches   
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GUIDED READING LANGUAGE SUPPORT

Before Reading
• Build vocabulary and 

concepts. 
• Provide or scaffold students in 

setting a purpose for reading 
and learning. 

  Have students tell what they learned about 
James Madison and how he helped the U.S. 
government.

Preview the text with students, reading the section 
heading titles aloud and pointing out pictures and text 
features. Invite students to tell what they learned and 
share questions they may have. Ask students to make 
predictions about what the remainder of the text will 
be about.

Point out the phrase lead the country. Elicit other 
examples of the word lead (i.e. lead the class, lead 
the team.) 
• Look at the diagram on p. 11. Read aloud the caption 

with students. Ask: What does this diagram tell us 
about what we will be reading?

• Read aloud the chapter titles and captions/labels 
with students.

• Use the text features to introduce the bold 
vocabulary. If appropriate, point out cognates to 
Spanish speaking students.

During Reading* 
• Observe students’ reading. 

Use meaning, word work, and 
fluency prompts to scaffold 
students during the reading 
process. Select prompts based 
on each student’s reading 
needs.

• Use specific praise to reinforce 
the reading process for all 
students.  

MEANING 
• What is the Congress?
• Look at the picture on page 12. What is the name of 

this document? How do you know?
• Why did James Madison introduce the Bill of Rights?

WORD WORK 
• Say the word slowly. What sounds can you hear?
• Look at the word amendments. Is there a part of this 

word you know?

FLUENCY 
• Look at the period. Make your voice go down at the 

end of the sentence.
• Can you read this quickly?

MEANING
• Make sure students understand the words elected, 

legislative, branch, and government.
• Help students find information in the text that 

explains what the Bill of Rights is. 
• Provide the following sentence frame to help 

students answer: James Madison introduced the Bill 
of Rights because he thought ____.

WORD WORK
• Look at the word branch. What is a branch? The 

word branch has multiple meanings. A branch is a 
part of a tree. What is its meaning here? 

FLUENCY
• Have students read aloud a few sentences and make 

sure their voice goes down at the end of each one.

After Reading
• Stimulate a rich discussion that 

inspires deeper encounters 
with the text and expands their 
understanding of the concept. 

• Provide an opportunity 
for students to express an 
understanding of the topic 
through writing. 

 Ask: Do you think James Madison was a good 
leader? Use information from the text and photos to 
help you answer.

 Ask: Based on what you have learned, how would 
the United States government be different if James 
Madison had not introduced the Bill of Rights? 

You may wish to use the running record in the 
Program Overview to help you assess an individual 
student’s reading progress.

Have students work with a partner to look back 
at the text to decide if James Madison was a good 
leader. Students can use these sentence frames to 
present their choice and add to the discussion.
• James Madison was/was not a good leader because 

_____. Also, he _____. 
Support students’ writing using sentence frames 

such as the one below: 
•  If James Madison hadn’t introduced the Bill of 

Rights, then the U.S. government would be different 
today because _____.

*For a more comprehensive list of suggested guided reading prompts, including praise prompts, see the Advance ALL Program Overview.
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GUIDED READING LANGUAGE SUPPORT

Before Reading
• Build vocabulary and concepts.
• Provide or scaffold students in 

setting a purpose for reading 
and learning. 

Distribute copies of James Madison, Father of 
the Constitution to students in the group. Read aloud 
the title, and point to the picture of James Madison.

Ask: Who is this? What do you know about James 
Madison? What can you tell about him based on the 
title? Share your thoughts with a partner. 

•  Turn to the title page. Ask students who the man is 
in the picture.

•  Read aloud the Table of Contents. Ask students to 
predict what they will be reading about. 

 Explain the word constitution. Have students 
read the label on page 3 aloud and look at the 
picture. Ask: What is the Constitution? Help students 
understand the Constitution is the written set of laws 
that govern the United States. 

• Explain the phrase father of the Constitution. Have 
students discuss what a father is, and what the word 
could mean in this context. 

• Continue in a similar way with the other bold 
words. 

• Model how to use the section headings to help 
predict what the section is about. (e.g. Who Was 
James Madison? I think I will read about who 
Madison was and why he is important.)

During Reading*
• Observe students’ reading. 

Use meaning, word work, and 
fluency prompts to scaffold 
students during the reading 
process. Select prompts based 
on each student’s reading 
needs.

• Use specific praise to reinforce 
the reading process for all 
students.  

MEANING 
• Who was James Madison?
• Where was James Madison born?
• What was the first state to have its own constitution?

 WORD WORK 
• Say the word slowly. What sounds can you hear?
• I noticed _____. Could the word be _____?

FLUENCY 
• Read all the words quickly up to the period. 
• Read it all smoothly.

MEANING
• Make sure students understand the words 

president, title, and off-spring to answer the 
questions. 

• Look at the map on p. 5. Can you find Virginia? 
What do you know about Virginia? 

• Have students use the following sentence frame to 
help them answer: The first state to have its own 
constitution was ____. 

WORD WORK
• Look at the word independence. Is there a part of 

this word you know? What other word or words 
look like this word? How are they related?

FLUENCY
• Read page 8. Which words did you have trouble 

with? Practice reading those words with students. 
Then have students practice reading the words in 
the sentences aloud with you.

After Reading
•  Stimulate a rich discussion that 

inspires deeper encounters 
with the text and expands their 
understanding of the concept. 

•  Provide an opportunity 
for students to express an 
understanding of the topic 
through writing. 

 Ask: What are the reasons James Madison is 
considered the father of the Constitution? Use 
information from the text and pictures to help you. 

You may wish to use the running record in the 
Program Overview to help you assess an individual 
student’s reading progress.

Have partners use sentence frames like the 
following to discuss their answers to the question: 
One of the reasons is ____. Another reason is ____.

*For a more comprehensive list of suggested guided reading prompts, including praise prompts, see the Advance ALL Program Overview.
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government.

Preview the text with students, reading the section 
heading titles aloud and pointing out pictures and text 
features. Invite students to tell what they learned and 
share questions they may have. Ask students to make 
predictions about what the remainder of the text will 
be about.

Point out the phrase lead the country. Elicit other 
examples of the word lead (i.e. lead the class, lead 
the team.) 
• Look at the diagram on p. 11. Read aloud the caption 

with students. Ask: What does this diagram tell us 
about what we will be reading?

• Read aloud the chapter titles and captions/labels 
with students.

• Use the text features to introduce the bold 
vocabulary. If appropriate, point out cognates to 
Spanish speaking students.

During Reading* 
• Observe students’ reading. 

Use meaning, word work, and 
fluency prompts to scaffold 
students during the reading 
process. Select prompts based 
on each student’s reading 
needs.

• Use specific praise to reinforce 
the reading process for all 
students.  

MEANING 
• What is the Congress?
• Look at the picture on page 12. What is the name of 

this document? How do you know?
• Why did James Madison introduce the Bill of Rights?

 WORD WORK 
• Say the word slowly. What sounds can you hear?
• Look at the word amendments. Is there a part of this 

word you know?

FLUENCY 
• Look at the period. Make your voice go down at the 

end of the sentence.
• Can you read this quickly?

MEANING
• Make sure students understand the words elected, 

legislative, branch, and government.
• Help students find information in the text that 

explains what the Bill of Rights is. 
• Provide the following sentence frame to help 

students answer: James Madison introduced the Bill 
of Rights because he thought ____.

WORD WORK
• Look at the word branch. What is a branch? The 

word branch has multiple meanings. A branch is a 
part of a tree. What is its meaning here? 

FLUENCY
• Have students read aloud a few sentences and make 

sure their voice goes down at the end of each one.

After Reading
• Stimulate a rich discussion that 

inspires deeper encounters 
with the text and expands their 
understanding of the concept. 

• Provide an opportunity 
for students to express an 
understanding of the topic 
through writing. 

 Ask: Do you think James Madison was a good 
leader? Use information from the text and photos to 
help you answer.

 Ask: Based on what you have learned, how would 
the United States government be different if James 
Madison had not introduced the Bill of Rights? 

You may wish to use the running record in the 
Program Overview to help you assess an individual 
student’s reading progress.

Have students work with a partner to look back 
at the text to decide if James Madison was a good 
leader. Students can use these sentence frames to 
present their choice and add to the discussion.
• James Madison was/was not a good leader because 

_____. Also, he _____. 
Support students’ writing using sentence frames  

such as the one below: 
•  If James Madison hadn’t introduced the Bill of 

Rights, then the U.S. government would be different 
today because _____.
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GUIDED READING LANGUAGE SUPPORT

Before Reading
• Build vocabulary and concepts.
• Provide or scaffold students in 

setting a purpose for reading 
and learning. 

Distribute copies of James Madison, Father of 
the Constitution to students in the group. Read aloud 
the title, and point to the picture of James Madison.

Ask: Who is this? What do you know about James 
Madison? What can you tell about him based on the 
title? Share your thoughts with a partner. 

• Turn to the title page. Ask students who the man is 
in the picture.

•  Read aloud the Table of Contents. Ask students to 
predict what they will be reading about. 

 Explain the word constitution. Have students 
read the label on page 3 aloud and look at the 
picture. Ask: What is the Constitution? Help students 
understand the Constitution is the written set of laws 
that govern the United States. 

• Explain the phrase father of the Constitution. Have 
students discuss what a father is, and what the word 
could mean in this context. 

• Continue in a similar way with the other bold 
words. 

• Model how to use the section headings to help 
predict what the section is about. (e.g. Who Was 
James Madison? I think I will read about who 
Madison was and why he is important.)

During Reading*
• Observe students’ reading. 

Use meaning, word work, and 
fluency prompts to scaffold 
students during the reading 
process. Select prompts based 
on each student’s reading 
needs.

• Use specific praise to reinforce 
the reading process for all 
students.  

MEANING 
• Who was James Madison?
• Where was James Madison born?
• What was the first state to have its own constitution?

 WORD WORK 
• Say the word slowly. What sounds can you hear?
• I noticed _____. Could the word be _____?

FLUENCY 
• Read all the words quickly up to the period. 
• Read it all smoothly.

MEANING
• Make sure students understand the words 

president, title, and off-spring to answer the 
questions. 

• Look at the map on p. 5. Can you find Virginia? 
What do you know about Virginia? 

• Have students use the following sentence frame to 
help them answer: The first state to have its own 
constitution was ____. 

WORD WORK
• Look at the word independence. Is there a part of 

this word you know? What other word or words 
look like this word? How are they related?

FLUENCY
• Read page 8. Which words did you have trouble 

with? Practice reading those words with students. 
Then have students practice reading the words in 
the sentences aloud with you.

After Reading
•  Stimulate a rich discussion that 

inspires deeper encounters 
with the text and expands their 
understanding of the concept. 

•  Provide an opportunity 
for students to express an 
understanding of the topic 
through writing. 

 Ask: What are the reasons James Madison is 
considered the father of the Constitution? Use 
information from the text and pictures to help you. 

You may wish to use the running record in the 
Program Overview to help you assess an individual 
student’s reading progress.

Have partners use sentence frames like the 
following to discuss their answers to the question: 
One of the reasons is ____. Another reason is ____.

*For a more comprehensive list of suggested guided reading prompts, including praise prompts, see the Advance ALL Program Overview.
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