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Welcome to Phonics Intervention!

Dear Educator, 

I am excited to introduce you to Phonics Intervention! 

The ability to read is transformative in a child’s life. Insights from 
multiple branches of science into the process of reading have 
been uniform in their findings—both on learning to read and on 
teaching reading.

This research, consistent and extensive, constitutes the science 
of reading, a persuasive body of evidence that documents the 

skills and capabilities needed to develop a “reading brain.” These neural connections for 
reading are made through informed structured literacy instruction. 

Instruction needs to be explicit. 

Instruction needs to be systematic, with robust built-in review and repetition to ensure 
mastery. 

Instruction needs to move to daily practice through reading and writing application. 

Practice is where learning sticks and transfer thrives. Practice is more than isolated drill-
type work with a particular skill; it requires application in authentic reading and writing 
experiences. Too often our intervention students are placed in instruction where they do 
less reading, not more. We need to flip this paradigm. More reading and more writing 
lead to more success.

This is where Phonics Intervention really shines. It provides teachers with the necessary 
roadmap, explicit instruction, age-appropriate materials, ample repetition, and efficient 
use of instructional time. It provides students with unique tools that maximize learning, 
with purposeful reading and writing application throughout. It also has the built-in 
professional development support that elevates teaching capacity and leads to higher-
impact instruction.

Built on research aligned to the science of reading and designed to help you deliver 
the most effective phonics instruction for your students with the highest foundational 
skill needs, Phonics Intervention invites you to explore a fresh approach to phonics 
instruction!

Sincerely, 

Wiley Blevins
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Welcome to Phonics Intervention!
Explicitly Structured, Systematically 
Engaging Intervention
Purposely Designed to Accelerate Learning 
Benchmark Phonics Intervention is an intensive Tier 3 phonics program that delivers 
explicit, systematic, multimodal, and cumulative structured literacy. It offers: 

•  Purposeful Scope and Sequence

•  Explicit Instruction with Meaningful Practice

•  Built-In Differentiation to Reach All Students

•  Point-of-Use Professional Development to Support Instruction
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Level 4

Level 3

Level 2

Level 1

•  Phonological Awareness
•  Short/Long Vowels 
•  Complex Vowels
•  r-Controlled Vowels
•  6 Syllable Types
•  Related Roots 

•  Diphthongs
•  Inflectional Endings
•  Compound Words
•  Prefixes/Suffixes
•  Tier 2 Vocabulary
•  300 High-Frequency Words

•  Phonological Awareness

•  Short Vowels (Review)

•  Long Vowel Spellings

•  r-Controlled Vowels

•  Syllable Types

•  Diphthongs

•  Compound Words

•  Inflections

•  Tier 2 Vocabulary
•  300 High-Frequency Words

•  Phonological Awareness

•  Consonant Blends

•  Short Vowels (Review)

•  Long Vowel Spellings

•  r-Controlled Vowels

•  Consonant Digraphs

•  123 High-Frequency Words

•  Tier 2 Vocabulary

•  Silent Letters (wr, kn, gn)

•  Concepts of Print

•  Phonological Awareness

•  Single Consonants

•  Short Vowels (Initial/Medial)

•  CVC Decoding

•  57 High-Frequency Words

•  Tier 2 Vocabulary

4

4 Levels Reach All Students
Intensive Tier 3 Intervention
Benchmark Phonics Intervention provides intensive phonics and phonological awareness 
instruction for students two or more years below grade-level expectations. 

Each level delivers:

•  30 Units Focused on a Single Skill

•  10 Lessons per Skill

•  300 Skill Lessons per Level
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•  Phonological Awareness
•  Short/Long Vowels 
•  Complex Vowels
•  r-Controlled Vowels
•  6 Syllable Types
•  Related Roots 

•  Diphthongs
•  Inflectional Endings
•  Compound Words
•  Prefixes/Suffixes
•  Tier 2 Vocabulary
•  300 High-Frequency Words

•  Phonological Awareness

•  Short Vowels (Review)

•  Long Vowel Spellings

•  r-Controlled Vowels

•  Syllable Types

•  Diphthongs

•  Compound Words

•  Inflections

•  Tier 2 Vocabulary
•  300 High-Frequency Words

•  Phonological Awareness

•  Consonant Blends

•  Short Vowels (Review)

•  Long Vowel Spellings

•  r-Controlled Vowels

•  Consonant Digraphs

•  123 High-Frequency Words

•  Tier 2 Vocabulary

•  Silent Letters (wr, kn, gn)

•  Concepts of Print

•  Phonological Awareness

•  Single Consonants

•  Short Vowels (Initial/Medial)

•  CVC Decoding

•  57 High-Frequency Words

•  Tier 2 Vocabulary

5

Differentiated Professional 
Development Supports All Teachers
Empower and Elevate the Instructional Craft
For paraprofessionals, new teachers, or experienced veterans, a range of 
professional development delivers the right content at the right time. 

Point-of-use videos by Wiley Blevins and 
teachers demonstrate phonics routines. 

Multimedia courses on a range of topics deliver 
professional development around your schedule.*

In-depth implementation of curriculum support are 
interactive sessions designed to teach for transfer. 

Featuring Wiley Blevins and Jan 
Hasbrouck, professional books 
make the complex simple.*

*Courses and professional development books available separately. Visit www.benchmarkeducation.com to learn more.
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The Science of Reading 
Research in Action
Decoding with language comprehension results 
in reading comprehension.
Benchmark Phonics Intervention is designed to reflect current and confirmed 
research on learning to read and teaching reading. 

•  Explicit and Systematic Phonics Instruction 

•  Built-In Review and Repetition Cycle 

•  Frequent Application to Reading and Writing 

•  Regularly Builds Vocabulary and Content Knowledge

Why Structured Literacy Works
Structured literacy explicitly teaches phonics and word study skills and strategies.  
These benefit all students, but especially students with dyslexia.

Explicit Instruction and Practice
Phonics Intervention provides deliberate, 
clear teaching of all aspects of foundational 
skills in the program. The focus is on daily 
application to both reading and writing—not 
isolated skill practice.

Systematic and Purposeful 
Sound-spellings are sequenced from  
easier to more complex and include  
a review and repetition cycle for mastery,  
so students can more readily transfer  
the skills.

Diagnostic and Cumulative 
From Jan Hasbrouck’s Quick Phonics 
Assessment to continuous progress 
monitoring, cumulative assessments assist 
teachers in determining skill mastery versus 
skill decay and to make immediate course 
corrections.

Multimodal and Engaging
The lessons in the program are multimodal—
focusing on reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening to sounds, letters, and words—and 
engaging students in multimodal learning, 
such as dictation, word-building, and phonics 
songs and videos.
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Explicit Instruction and Practice
Phonics Intervention provides deliberate, 
clear teaching of all aspects of foundational 
skills in the program. The focus is on daily 
application to both reading and writing—not 
isolated skill practice.

Systematic and Purposeful 
Sound-spellings are sequenced from  
easier to more complex and include  
a review and repetition cycle for mastery,  
so students can more readily transfer  
the skills.

Diagnostic and Cumulative 
From Jan Hasbrouck’s Quick Phonics 
Assessment to continuous progress 
monitoring, cumulative assessments assist 
teachers in determining skill mastery versus 
skill decay and to make immediate course 
corrections.

Multimodal and Engaging
The lessons in the program are multimodal—
focusing on reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening to sounds, letters, and words—and 
engaging students in multimodal learning, 
such as dictation, word-building, and phonics 
songs and videos.

SIMPLE VIEW  
OF READING

SCARBOROUGH’S 
 READING ROPE

SKILLED READING

DECODING

LANGUAGE 
COMPREHENSION

READING COMPREHENSION

WORD RECOGNITION

LA
NGUAGE C

OMPREHENSIO
N

�Phonological Awareness

�Decoding

�Background Knowledge

�Vocabulary Knowledge

Language Structures

Verbal Reasoning

Literacy Knowledge

Sight Word Recognition

x

=

Hollis Scarborough, 2001. Connecting early language and literacy to later reading 
(dis)abilities: Evidence, theory and practice. In S. Newman & D. Dickinson (Eds.), 
Handbook of Early Literacy Research. Used by permission of Guilford Press.
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Deliver Explicit Instruction 
with Meaningful Practice 
Make phonics meaningful and build for transfer  
with daily lessons devoted to purposeful reading  
and writing. 
Student Reading Collection provides multiple exposures to the focus  
phonics skills using different text types and genres for purposeful  
practice and application to sustain learning.

Each unit begins with a decodable text. Students practice using the unit’s skill with more 
interactive text, such as riddles, comics, or poetry.

Unit books are packed with multiple texts so 
that students are reading more and gaining 
confidence.

Each unit has a game on the back 
cover of the Student Book so students 
can continue learning at home, playing 
this game with family and friends.
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The Teacher’s Guides provide consistency and repetition.  
Each daily lesson is divided into three distinct sections: 

•  Warm-Up Review and Repetition 

•  Multimodal Mini-Lessons 

•  Apply to Reading and Writing 

Read-Aloud Cards are fun and interesting ways 
that students can listen to stories and informative 
texts related to the unit’s topics, while gaining 
exposure to rich vocabulary.
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Resources for  
Structured Literacy! 
Engage students with multimodal instruction.
Benchmark Phonics Intervention is designed to deliver visual, auditory, 
tactile, and kinesthetic sensory modalities.

Phonics Workmats

Write-On/Wipe-Off Workmats are to be used as Elkonin boxes, 
individual whiteboards for spelling and dictation, and more.

C c
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Sound Wall Cards

Sound Wall Cards give students an opportunity to see  
and understand correct mouth positions when making 
sounds and copy them with their own mouths. 

Use the Sound Wall Cards to create a sound wall in  
your classroom!  

Articulation Videos

Articulation Videos give students an opportunity to see 
and understand correct mouth positions while hearing  
the letter-sounds. 

Sound-Spelling Cards

Sound-Spelling Cards provide a key image and word 
to help students make connections to the sound and 
recognize the different spelling patterns used to represent 
a single sound. The back of the Sound-Spelling Cards 
provides rhymes, word lists, and other support for the 
teacher. The program contains large cards for classroom 
display as well as smaller cards provided with the 
corresponding unit for instructional or sound wall purposes.

High-Frequency Word Cards

High-Frequency Word Cards are used in daily lessons 
to introduce, practice, and review to build automaticity 
with words found in multiple texts. Letters that do not 
follow regular spelling patterns are shown in red to aid 
in pointing out what parts of the word are regular and 
irregular for orthographic mapping. An example sentence 
is also provided to ensure students connect to meaning.

Phonics Cards

Phonics Cards are used in daily lessons to practice, review, 
and build automaticity with isolated sound-spellings. 

QR Codes  
Link to  

Articulation  
Videos

sh

© Benchmark Education Company, LLC

1

said

“I see a cat,” said Mom.

said
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Online Mini-Lessons
Seamless delivery of lessons with 
audio and video support.

Simple, Easy-to-Use Digital Delivery
Phonics Intervention provides a fully interactive, digital experience. Each lesson 
in the Teacher’s Guide has an online companion with embedded videos, audio 
scripting, and student-facing displays and activities.

Anytime,  
Anywhere,  
Learning
Pre-built lessons and  
ample opportunities for 
meaningful application and 
practice are available 24/7 
from Benchmark Universe.    

Ready-Made Lesson 
Presentations 
Benchmark Phonics Intervention’s 
explicit multimodal lessons are fully 
packaged into digital presentations 
that include all of your resources 
ready to go in just one click. 

Just Click  
and  

Access!
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Engaging  
Digital Resources

Video Support for 
Each Key Routine

Articulation 
Videos

Professional 
Development  

Videos

Phonics Songs 
& Videos

E-Books

ePocket Chart
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Comprehensive and 
Cumulative Assessments
Monitor and Accelerate
Benchmark Phonics Intervention provides a comprehensive suite  of 
assessment resources. It contains easy-to-use assessment tools that 
more effectively monitor a student’s progress in real time so  
adjustments in the dosage and pacing of instruction can be made.

Phonological and Phonemic 
Awareness Routines and Activities 
provides routines, assessments, 
and activities for each of the 17 key 
phonological/phonemic awareness 
skills. This resource can be used at 
any time in the program to support 
students with repeated practice.

Cumulative Review provides 
opportunities to continually assess 
within the Student Book. These are 
carefully constructed sentences with 
no picture support that use words 
with the focus skill and high-frequency 
words from the unit as well as from 
previous units.

Jan Hasbrouck, Ph.D., is an educational 
consultant, author, and researcher on 
reading fluency, reading assessment, 
second-language Learners, and coaching. 
Dr. Hasbrouck worked as a reading 
specialist for 15 years before teaching 
at the University of Oregon and later at 
Texas A&M University. 
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Pacing Adjustment and Repetition 
check points prompt teachers to make 
informed decisions about whether a 
student is ready to move on to the next unit 
or continue with additional lessons for more 
instruction and practice. 

Monitor Mastery and Check for 
Decayed Learning at the end of each unit, 
as students engage with Decoding, High-
Frequency Words, and Dictation activities.

Wiley Blevins is 
an internationally 
recognized expert 
on phonics. He 
developed the 
assessments 
for Benchmark 
Phonics units. 
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Call toll-free: 1-877-236-2465  •  Visit our website: www.benchmarkeducation.com

Same Scope  
& Sequence

Daily Explicit  
and Systematic  
Multimodal  
Instruction 

Same Unit Topics to 
Build Vocabulary and 
Content Knowledge 
Across Levels

Connected, Multi-Tiered  
Phonics Solutions 

Comprehensive, Systematic, and Explicit by Design
Benchmark Phonics Intervention is a program designed for intensive Tier 3 intervention. 
Benchmark Phonics is designed for Tier 1 and Tier 2 instruction. Both programs include daily 
explicit and systematic phonics instruction, build knowledge and vocabulary around the same 
unit topics, and share scope and sequence so that grade-level expectations are aligned. 

TIER 3
Intensive

TIER 2
Small-Group  
Differentiation

TIER 1
Whole Group 
with Embedded 
Differentiation

P H O N I C S UNIT TOPICS

SC
O

PE
 &
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EQ

U
EN

CE

EXPLICIT INSTRUCTION
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