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Students step up to on-level reading 13 genre-focused, skill-based units My STAR Reader develops the genre-based literacy skills that
with genre-based resources. LG ORI eI s students need to access grade-level texts and respond effectively.

o o Sample Unit: Opinion Texts (Grade 4)
Help intervention students

shine and accelerate their
progress to on-level skills.

Sample Pages: Full-color consumable Student Book (Grade 4) BS“ Readi'

Graphic Organizers Graphic Organizers

Find Text Evidence to Determine Cause and Effect Find Text Evidence to Summarize the Text
READER

Opinion Texts

What is an opinion text?
An opinion text is 3 writen opinion that states an opiton on

specifc topic. The writer needs to support his or her opinon with
reasons based on facts, examples, and details The text may be It provides
writen 25 3 letter addressed to 3 particular person or persons, or i evidence from

Explicit instruction with whole-group, T

riter expresses an opinon about 3 topc

collaborative, and independent learning. R ey

How do you read an opinion text?
A the beginning, the witer introduces the topic and states an
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Opinion Text

It uses linking

* Improve students’ understanding of the features and . L T =

secton that summarizes. the opinon in a forceful way. ielresseris Buhing

purpose of different genres.

People who wite opinion texts clarly state an opinion on a topc

Effect/Opinion

GRADE

Bewcumank Evucarion Comramy

Basketball is an
exciting sport.

Students use graphic
organizers to

summarize the text.
. Graphic organizers introduce each genre.
° Prepare students for new assessment item types. g & 2 - S

* Expose students to complex text and multiple texts
for close reading. '

Use before school, after school, in summer school, or

2 2
all year long. H Basketball Swimming ] A,
i Is an Exciting Sport i P workstation 1 Workstation
citi £ 5 ) ; . :
g P Is the BeSt gPOI‘t StUdents ﬁnd and B Text Evidence Questions Assessment Practice Questions
o id g
s Lo gt s ,. use text evidence H
o Ao b hecksbon. - B B 1. How can you play basketball with other people? 1. Which sentence best describes how swimming improves your endurance?
e e 1 s s e 2 — to answer text- e A. It makes you faster.
i P SR T | )
e T ot sk o dependent questions. Text Evidence: B. 1t makes your heart and lungs strong.
Jake Digs a Hole 't Yoo o o i nda, . you should nly €. Ithelps you relax
2 *e g Michelle gy, Erm o o el el : :
257 Yom, Yom, Yom' e ama onditions. " 2. Why are you always doing different things when you play on a basketball D. It helps you make lots of friends
- S S ———
2 hLuke and arack Obamg = Fist of o, to ply baskethal al you realy need ou ot 55 we shold 1 b 10 i S team?
¥ fea by Accident ERIERSIBugian Vo 8k Yk ko P o B Yo A o
7 can ploy all year round, Indoors o cudoor. S o S T ot Evidence:
You can eay pass th tie shotin oo by vt e e o reh, e Wl s st : 2 PartA
S T o S s e 1 svimmers Swrring mokes oo s
Unive s s, s lavers o 3 e 0 s bl ST oy s T In*Basketball Is an Exciting Sport,” what idea from paragraph 1 is best
5 Genre Readers P e carparted ot s 4
. B . Sty Yl i s 4 focfedbgtontor i A
(6 copies each) for e over You ou 1 racice diferet skt W helmions iy 3. How do basketball and swimming help your body? A. A sport should be fun,
additional genre study " enduant. and i renenc. 5o potbl s ot s e o T 0 st s B. You should be able to play on your own or with friends.
SO e B s Finally. joining a swim club can help you make lots
s Overall, the thing I like the most is that basketball of new friends. €. A sport should use simple equipment.
e, Eerine ald ot ke 5 ¥ Sedmneimsvemis i Text Evidence: D. A sport shouid be good for your body and mind,
2. PartB®
1 What te fi the 3
Whole-group engagement with on-grade-level text st sentences from the pss "
i Beal Readling s
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BRIDGE TEXT

3 g
| Babe Ruth: Michael Jordan:
H Nl T The Best Basketball Player of All Time S " =
Michae Joran was ® 25 =
. Bl writing Vocabulary S Students hone
w— -
Ruth born in 3
— i oo 2 5 vocabulary,
— Maryland. He leamed s You have read about the similarities and differences between basketball and Antonyms are words that mean opposite things, such as happy and % .
o el wren Bl cuimming, Use the chart b compars the Important sspects of each spart fn e e o it & cross-text analysis,
;>m Nch\camw to the third column, choose a third sport and write some facts about it. Finally, e
ol use the lines below to write a short text in which you express which sport 1. Look back at the passages "Basketball Is an Exciting Sport” and and writing
2 Ruth aways was vou like best and why. “Swimming Is the Best Sport.” . .
Mool Ry i " skills and strategies.
u:a a hjsek:a“ team Mrei :‘: Nesw:srlze" tuuries! . 2. Find words that are antonyms of the words that appear in the chart.
S - Basketball Swimming 3. Write the words in the chart below.
+ sabe Rt bogan s a pcher.He ploved v the
Boston Red Sox. He wes the best batter on the team. 4. Choose four pairs of antanyms, and for each pair write ane sentence that
outheider. Even though he was an outielder, he includes both words. —
oo s . coing . o . ot =
his batting was amazing. e Ruth helped the Ne —_—
York Yankees to win four World Series tities. —
Ruth played fo twenty-one years. He retired in 1935 ko g 32 bokte b s Word Antonym
Ao A S o YA
ity " G T vt el i i 80 worst =0
e e TR e o e A bod =0
e retred rom skl i 1558, b e il aars never N
be remembered by everyone. less j—it )
weak {a1]
o . - sicker =
relaxed
Small-group text for practice and application of close reading skills =
| her’s Guides includ thi ded Multipl t id ti ti
fi ff i i i | ith th f i h
or effective intervention lessons. with the range of questions on the new tests.
> . Be a Reading
Sample Pages: Teacher’s Guide (Grade 4) Sample Pages: Assessment Handbook (Grade 4) ST R
it as|
Unit 9 Assessment Part A
»
. . Name, Date,
Opinion Texts Read-Alou L
.ALDO:.SImD is his name. I've never heard of that name before. Soun Directions: Read the letters to the editor. Then answer
interesting. | wonder what the name means. B But what do questions 1-6.
PAT: Everybody already has their friends. Who wants to be friends getting physical (& Letter 1: >
him? Maybe they'll switch him to another class. Then things will be No Mall for Barton
to normal. N g
In amount that is AR PPS - f Ten years ago, Barton’s City Council announced plans to build
ALDO: | know that some of the other kids in the class are keeping the nutrients that ar i B R % a shopping mall on Route 43. Many people were enthusiastic
away from him just because he's different. But being different isn't about the mall, but others were unhappy. Instead of going
a bad thing. If | went to another country, | would be the one who's through with the mall, the City Council wisely decided to put
different, right? the plans on hold. They gave everyone a chance to discuss the
issue.
PAT: I'm not going to deal with him. Who needs the hassle? joy doing, like i d with
Ll 1 P Tical vau Er_‘lﬂv e er:un;":g aroun dWI ylaur" 2 The City Council held several meetings, and I attended them.
- ) . ) tiends. Physical exercise improves your heart, lungs, and muscles.
ALDO: | think it would be interesting to find out what it's like where he N N N N b 1 listened to the worries of people who lived on Route 43. They
comes from, Magbe il ask i st with me a huch, 1l b going out also releases endorphins, which are chemicals that communicate with feared that heavy traffic and brightly Iit parking lots would spoil Letter 2:
’ ot e @ e our brain and make you feel good.
on alimb, | know. Some of my friends might think 'm weird, too. e LA their peace and quiet. They explained why we needed to protect Support the Mall
i ® the wildlife that a large, busy mall would endanger.
PAT: Aldo keeps looking at that new kid. I bet he's going to go talk to The more you exercise, the more important your diet s. Ask your | d h ith : © Imoved to Barton four years ago. At first, I liked our city’s 13 .
" doctor to assess what you should eat, and how much, to maintain the ntroduce each genre witl 5 Barton's business owners also opposed the mal. They T AT e e unit assessments
Simo. The weirdo. e s " predicted their downtown shops would lose customers. They ey S e sty v Sy e 3P O
} - o read-alouds within the pointed out that many stores In Lynchburg, 50 miles from here, 9 : ynchburg to buy sp er grade gauge student
ALDO: | absolutely will eat lunch with him. I bet he'l like that. Who - o e — gt e gear and computer parts. I'd rather drive just a few miles to do
cares what the others think. iscover which activiies are your favorites: sports, dancing, or Teacher’s Guide. ul u ynchburg as built. ey ey progress unlt-by-unlt.
playing hopscotch outdoors. You might even write down a lst of stuff 4+ The City Council listened to these concerns and decided ’
[The lunch bell rings. The lights shift to show the full classroom. ALDO to vou like to do and refer to it when you have some free time. Do the against the mall. But the matter has come up again because 2 Downtown Barton has some great shops. But they don't sell
- 5 N . H L everything my family needs, and their prices are too high. The
and PAT get up from their seats and begin putting their books and v a playmate. people who want a mall have been speaking up. Once agaln, the - ol a0l itadta would cover a few acres. But that
poadeaddh City Council will hold meetings to find out what we think. If you > Vf' WI " T “‘W
4 iy Coungew PR Wil space for people a“d ildiife.
Opinion Texts  Whole Group Opinion Texts  Whle Group
. . . .
Whole-group 4 PrOgreSS-Monltorlng Assessments and interim assessments for
Close Reading (ontinued)
lessons model close - | . 010
To further vocabulary development, guide students to complete the t t t t
read ing skills and Find Text Evidence to Summarize the Text activity on page 161 of My Star Reader. acemen an eX1 0 or unl les
 Determinethe main dea of  text and ts ey supparting detil
. . 015 min
strategies and findin Sammariea e ] ]
8 g Model: When | want to summarize an opinion text, I have to pay Find Text Evidence to Compare and Contrast Arguments
: i o 1 e e Bam e o Tt o2 N Wit or spek knawiedgeably aboutatopic by intgratin normation rom
text evidence. and what details are not relevant to include in a summary. Have students Col il o L
i T e o reread the first sentence in th first passage. Ask: Does this sentence *Refe to detail and examples in the text 1o explain what the text sas explcty o e e o
P 151 include an argument for why basketball is a good sport? I don't think so. Model: Remember that opinion texts present arguments. When you Jlors theough the waters between the mainiand and Matagords 128, Which entry would be the best addition to “Milest
So I won't include it in my summary. Have then reread the first sentence have two opinion texts,yeu can look o the arguments i each and foring Assessment 1: Part A Teond. T wos ek st it 2.t doss nt ncin George Washingtan Carvers 67
in the second paragraph. Say: This sentence includes a main idea. It compare them (or see how they are the same), and contrast them A 1851 Tuskegee Ittt founded
tle me oneimportnthing ot Lokttt conbepleyed (oo how hey e ditye Reea e seton paagaph o {Cve: Read the story. Th toms s P A
5 o “Basketball Is an Exciting Sport” and of “Swimming Is the Best Sport”” ions: Read the story. Then answer questions & 1580wt gt ke st g v
won't copy the words from the sentence: Il write it in my own words. = 5 Choose two sentences that belong in a s pe
! Say: In each paragraph, the author is writing about the places where
;‘:1’5 ::fbr:ﬁ/g/mn say: “To play basketball, you only need a hoop and a Yo oo prates ter fovoite sport Zomo Gets His Work Done Fill in the bubble beside each answer you . 10 s orm et Atn
L Guide: Work with students to identify comparable and contrasting 3 P : B
::::;:‘Z:da:,:ﬂ:sn  partne ’F;'nedlel;;o(r;x;’n lrizzsvyvn"::i 15.5" oy bt I e ] A Tale from Nigeria O Zomo the Rabbit does not like to wo, ome Texas Lighthouses
i Py . are writing about their favorite sports. Ask: What is the conclusion -
L L A AT of the author of the first passage? I it the same as the author's ere was one thing Zomo the Rabbit hated, it O Zomo tricks Elephant and Hippo Year First Nea_\
Ashk smd.:‘m: to turn to page |51ho| .\g,,st:.:ﬁde, and complete the mndus.mnu!‘n‘!heslfmr‘v:pqssage? I/dt/‘hyl:hkh:z‘tlzs.n.;den!‘i shuul? ed to flatten all the grasses in a big Hippallaughs when. 2o Lit City 29. Did George Washington Carver really ha
chart with the main arguments they identife recognize that each author is concluding that their favorite sport Matagorda
is the best sport. They should understand that presenting diferent e went to Hippo sl :L_ nt 1852 L }\ as the passage states? Tell whether you tl
ey arguments can lead to different conclusions. Asks s there anything . o ey sland Lig Write 2-3 sentences to explain.
P ry: Antonyms 0. Both are tred from 50 much tugging.
that both sports have in common? Draw a Venn diagram on the Port Isabel
. oemontt an nderondingof vt by it et words it it 1 551 e e A S el dr b lsa 1853 | Port Isabel
ot Lt rearings (sfacaseas)and woeds it opposia maamins {ascpes), e e L L i ia
Explain that antonyms are words that have opposite meanings. Tell common argument that appears n both texte e e e e Lydia Ann Por
students that a good way to expand our vocabulary is to learn antonyms N 1857 A
for the words we know. Ask students to scan “Basketball s an Exciting Light
Sport” and “Swimming Is the Best Sport” and choose five words for which olivar T
they know at least one antonym. They can use a thesaurus if t = B

Opinion Teats « Answer Key

Fresh reads to assess student Question types modeled Text features include tables, Writing opportunities based
progress toward skill mastery after new assessments graphs, and images. on text passages

Toxt budence Questions Assessment practice Questions

[E Form 3 Small Groups

Small-Group Reading

Wawaion E

“Babe Ruth: Baseball's Greatest Player” and “Michael

A Jordan: The Best Basketball Plaer of All Time” Accelerate
T e

Have one group tum to the Accelerate Texts of the opinion texts on R
pages 156-157 of My Star Reader, as the other two groups work
on one or more of the Workstation Activities. Then switch roles
and repeat until all groups have read the Accelerate Texts of “Babe
Ruth: Baseball's Greatest Player” and “Michael Jordan: The Best
Basketball Player of AllTime”

BE A READING STAR

Say: Read these apinion texts silently to yourself. As you read, | will s
chec osee that youcan deniy fectures ofopnin s, such s Grade 2—6 Sets Student Book Only
a strong beginning, a clear apinion, facts and details, and linking
words, Circle these features as you read these texts. #r &

v o Each grade contains: My STAR Reader

« 5 Leveled Texts (6 copies of each title) ¢ 10 My STAR Reader Student Books (6 consumable books per grade)
o 5 Teacher’s Guides (consumable)
¢ 5 Text Evidence Question Cards « Program Teacher’s Guide

¢ Assessment Handbook

Paraphrase to Summarize ——
Alter they have finished reading, ask students to summarize the e JR——
opinions. Pay close attention to their answers,noting f they leave . .

out key details and i they use their own words.

Choral-Read for Fluency
Ask students to revsitparagraphs 1-5 of the passage “Michael

Jordan: The Best Basketball Player of AllTime" on page 157. Inite
them to follow along as you read the text aloud. Be sure to model

fuency as v - a0 2" dentsin 2+ o to

. — Grade2 Y21693 Grade5 Y21696 Grades 2—6 COMPLETE SET | Grade2 Y21698 Grade5 Y21701
Small-group lessons expose students Answer keys are provided within the
to multiple texts for cross-text analysis. Teacher’s Guide for ease and efficiency. Grade3 Y21694 Grade 6 Y21697 Y21692 Grade3 Y21699 Grade 6 Y21702

Grade 4 Y21695 Grade4 Y21700

Ggud www.benchmarkeducation.com Call 1-877-236-2465 + Fax 1-877-732-8273
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P4 IVN FOR GRADES 2-6 = .

Develop skills students
need to accelerate access o2 STHG
to grade-level text and

improve performance on e
new test formats. READER

: Biosaapgy
Digs a Hole
@

Michelle Obama

Luke and Baracy g
the Bug Man bama

" P8 HOW TO USE THIS PROGRAM:

Introduce the Genre
Whole-group instruction with on-grade-level
read-aloud text passages and other resources

Read-aloud engages students
with on-grade-level text.

Graphic organizers identify
key features of genres.

Hands-on activities improve close reading and finding
text evidence skills.

e Step Up to Complex Text
Small-group and independent practice of close reading
skills and cross-text analysis with built-in scaffolding

“Bridge Text”: genre passage
2 grade levels below

“Accelerate Text”: genre passage
1 grade level below

Practice finding text evidence and answering
assessment questions.

Practice, Reflect, and Review
Additional activities and class discussions to summarize
and reflect upon what was learned in each unit

Practice writing within the Practice making cross-text Vocabulary development and
genre. connections. activities

° Assess Student Progress and Practice

for New Assessment Formats
Ongoing assessment practice opportunities after each
unit plus 4 Progress-Monitoring Assessments

T e T © — © ©

Unit assessments after completion of each genre unit 4 Progress-Monitoring Assessments for placement, interim

assessment, and exit opportunities.

www.benchmarkeducation.com

GENRES COVERED BY GRADE

Genre
Biography X X X X X
Drama X X X X
Fables X X

Fairy Tales X X X

Folktales X X X X X
Historical Fiction X
Isr::fi(:rr‘r;:honal Texts: X X X X X
o ey x x x x x
Memoir X X
Mysteries X

Myths X X X
Opinion Letters X

Opinion Texis X X X X
Poetry X X X X X
Pourquoi Tales X X

Realistic Fiction X X X X X
Science Fiction X
Technical Texis X X X X X

Note: Some genres appear more than once in some grades.

Genre Readers for Extended Genre Studies
Sample: Grade 4 Set (6 copies of each title included with each grade-level set)

WOMEN JUSTICES “ %

Linda’s Journal OF THE SUPREME COURT

@
Jalissa and the
Grand Finale

7

Realistic Fiction Myths Informational Texts: Opinion Texts Informational Texts:

Social Studies Science

FLEXIBLE PACING OPTIONS

Pacing for before school, after school, and summer school, as well as for during
the school day

Full-program pacing guide Pacing Guide for before- or

after-school programs and
summer school

WHY CHOOSE AND USE BE A READING STAR?

Benefit your students with ...

Students learn to identify,
comprehend, and respond
to a range of genres they will
encounter on new tests.

‘/ Genre-focused lessons

Multiple reading
‘/ passages at 3 different
levels in every unit

Students encounter grade-level
content while progressing from

——
—
their current reading level.
—
——

Text evidence questions
‘/ and assessment practice
questions

Students develop reading
strategies and test-taking skills.

Students practice responding to
prompts and practice cross-text
synthesis and analysis.

V Reading and writing
across texts

Call 1-877-236-2465 - Fax 1-877-732-8273




