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It was a very special day, Monster’s first at his new cotton candy stand. Although she had eaten far too much breakfast, she could

The sweet scent of cotton candy floated through the forest clearing. not help but search for the source of the marvelous smell.
Valentina was out walking, as she did every morning to shake off the When Valentina spotted Monster, surrounded by sugary
nightmares that came during sleep. pink clouds, perhaps she should have felt fear.
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Monster was touched.

He taught her to create buoyant cotton-candy clouds—delicate,

round ones as well as others, elongated and slim.
Then he gave her a special cloud, the lightest of them all.

“Better for your teeth,” he said.
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His fur grew brighter.
And she stopped having nightmares.
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Although Monster never asked her, he
knew Valentina was happy when they

were together. He knew he was loved.
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And so spring, summer, and fall passed

among sweet, soft cotton-candy clouds.

Until winter came . . .
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Valentina was furious with Monster for leaving
her. She cried hot, angry tears, terrified that

her nightmares would come back.

But then she remembered how much Monster

loved her, and how much she loved him.

So she put all her love in a box, along
with a picture and some cotton candy, to

accompany Monster on his new journey.

ADVANCE READING COPY



ADVANCE READING COPY

Her nightmares never came back, but Valentina
still missed Monster terribly. Her grief was
something a kiss couldn’t cure. She was sure

she would never be happy again.
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But life went on. Valentina grew up.

She knew she could be happy. And indeed she

was, far from the forest, among the clouds.
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