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Rising Readers Club motivates students through Decodable Reader’s Theater, 
hands-on projects, and goal-setting clubhouse badges, closing reading gaps and building 
skills across the five pillars of  literacy.
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�Purpose-Built  
to Close Gaps
Prevent summer learning loss with Science 
of  Reading instruction that systematically 
builds foundational skills, strengthens 
language comprehension, and prepares 
students to enter the next grade reading 
with fluency, understanding, and confidence.

Engagement  
by Design 
Make reaching grade level an engaging, 
confidence-building journey. With Decodable 
Reader’s Theater scripts, purposeful hands-on 
practice, and clubhouse badges that promote 
self-monitoring and goal setting, literacy learning 
becomes an exciting, collaborative experience.

Flexible and  
Ready-to-Teach 
Save prep time with flexible, 
easy-to-use grab-and-go bags. 
Each grade level includes up to 
25 days of  90-minute lessons, 
organized by week and ready to 
adapt to your classroom needs.

B e n c h m a r k  E d u c a t i o n  C o m p a n y
C a l l :  1 - 8 7 7 - 2 3 6 - 2 4 6 5   •   V i s i t :  w w w . b e n c h m a r k e d u c a t i o n . c o m

RISING READERS CLUB 

TEACHER PACKAGES 
Print + Digital  
(1-year online subscription) 

1-STUDENT PACKAGES 
Print + Digital  
(1-year online subscription)  

RISING GRADE 1 XY19016     $875 XY19021     $25 
RISING GRADE 2 XY19017     $875 XY19022     $25
RISING GRADE 3 XY19018     $875 XY19023     $25 
RISING GRADE 4 XY19019     $875 XY19024     $25 
RISING GRADE 5 XY19020     $875 XY19025     $25

Make summer learning a confidence-building adventure!

Where Every Reader Shines
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Introduce the Play
Build Decoding and Vocabulary Skills

Phonics and Word Study
Use the Phonics and Word Study Warm-Up on page 2 of On Today’s Podcast: 
Animal Superpowers! to focus on the key phonics skills: Compound Words and 
Contractions, r-Controlled Vowels (ar, or, oar ore, er, ir, ur).

• Model blending (sounding out) the first word in each row. Highlight  
the phonics focus and reinforce the sounds and/or phonics concept  
(e.g., how contractions are formed and the role of the apostrophe).

• Have students whisper-read, then choral-read the remaining words.

Morphology
Use the Morphology section on page 2 to focus on the key morphology skills: 
Prefix uni-, Prefix dis-, Suffix -less. 

• Model blending the first word in each row. Highlight the morphology focus 
and reinforce the sounds and/or morphology concept (e.g., prefixes are 
added to the beginning of a word, suffixes are added to the end or a word; 
the prefix uni- means one, the prefix dis-means not or the opposite of, the 
suffix -less meaning without).

• Have students whisper-read, then choral-read the remaining words.

Dictation with Embedded Phonemic Awareness
• Dictate the following words: shouldn’t, barber, burden, uniform, disable, 

worthless. Have students use dry-erase boards. Guide students to orally 
segment by syllable, then spell each word.

• After each word, write the word for students to check and correct their work.

Vocabulary
Use the Vocabulary section on page 3 to focus on the following words: 
aggressive, direction, feature, migrate, resemble, restless, survive, unique. 
Use the Read-Spell-Connect routine.

• Read: Model blending the word aloud, and have students repeat as they 
point to the word. Reinforce known sound-spellings and syllable types (e.g., 
r-controlled vowel spelling ur in survive, -ture in feature).

• Spell: Have students chorally spell the word.

• Connect: Connect the word to its meaning using the photo provided. Prompt 
students to use the word to describe the picture (e.g., The birds migrate 
south during the winter).

Presentation
Build Decoding and Vocabulary Skills
• Phonics and Word Study: Have student chorally read the blending lines on 

Student Book page 3. 

• Morphology: Revisit the Morpheme Matrix on Student Book page 4. Guide 
students to read to a partner the words they built and explain how the key word 
part (morpheme) helps them understand the words’ meanings.  

• Dictation: Use Student Book page 8. Dictate the following word chains: behave, 
misbehave, misbehaving, misbehavior; uniform, unique, united, university. 
After each word, write the word for students to check and correct their work

Reread Graphic Story 
• Guide students through a choral rereading of Mammals in the Extreme on 

Student Book pages 10-11.
• Ask students how this text added to their growing knowledge of animal traits.

Perform and Evaluate 
• Provide time for students to present their play to the whole group.

• Remind the audience to be active listeners.

• As students perform, observe and take notes on their fluency progress—focusing 
on decoding accuracy, pacing, and dramatic expression.

• Have students self-reflect by using the Fluency Rubric on the inside back cover. 
After rating their performance, have them share with a partner one thing they 
feel they did well in this performance and one thing they would change in their 
next performance.

Assess Phonics and Word Study
• Listen to students individually read the Check What You Know words on the 

Student Book inside front cover. Record your observations.

• Have students complete Student Book page 13 with partners as you assess 
students.

Prepare for Presentation
Build Decoding and Vocabulary Skills
• Phonics and Word Study: Have student partners read the blending lines on 

Student Book page 3. Have students circle any prefixes and suffixes they find.

• Morphology: Revisit the Morpheme Matrix on Student Book page 4. Then ask 
students to write sentences for two additional words they built. Have students 
write each sentence on dry-erase boards and share with a partner. 

• Dictation: Dictate the following word chains: snowstorm, snowshoe, 
snowsuit, snowflake; discard, disappear, disagree, disorder. Have students 
use dry-erase boards. After each word, write the word for students to check 
and correct their work.

Read Graphic Story 
• Guide students through a reading of Mammals in the Extreme on Student 

Book pages 10-11. Use this text to further build knowledge and decoding 
fluency.

• Have students share with partners how the information in this text compares 
to what they learned in On Today’s Podcast: Animal Superpowers!

Comprehension Skills and Strategies 
• Explain to students that while reading nonfiction texts it is important to pay 

attention to the text structure the author is using. This helps readers organize 
their thinking as they read. One structure a text or a portion of a text might 
have is Question-and-Answer. This structure uses important questions 
readers might have about a topic and provides brief details that answer those 
questions.

• Ask: How many questions are asked and answered in this text? What format 
did the author use?

• Use Student Book page 9. Have students complete the text structure 
summary frame.

Small-Group Read 
• Have students practice reading the play in small groups and independently  

(as needed).

• This time have them read only their assigned parts.

• Reinforce the fluency focus: Use Units of Meaning to Read with Prosody.

• Plan with students any needed props or costumes (or finger puppets) for the 
performance. Provide time for students to create or collect the necessary 
items.

Write Strong Sentences
• Guide students to write strong sentences about Mammals in the Extreme and 

On Today’s Podcast: Animal Superpowers! using Student Book page 12.
• Students will create complex sentences using the sentence parts provided, 

including combining sentences. 

• Have students share their completed sentences with partners.

Additional Supports

Home Connection 
Send home the Student Book to extend 
the learning with family members. The 
back cover contains an at-home gamelike 
activity. You can also share one or more 
of the Content Connections activities for 
students to complete at home. Assign the 
online games to extend the learning.
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WEEK 1
On Today’s Podcast: 
Animal Superpowers!

Objectives
Students will:
• read and spell words with compound 

words and contractions, r-controlled 
vowels, prefixes uni- and dis-, suffix 
-less.

• build fluency with decodable texts.
• write strong sentences and constructed 

responses.
• develop science content vocabulary.
• identify text structure.
• summarize to monitor comprehension.

Additional Supports

Revisit Writing
Revisit student writings on Student Book 
pages 6-7. Have them revise the writing by 
doing one or more of the following:
• Check capitalization and punctuation.
• Check subject-verb agreement in each 

sentence.
• Fix spelling and handwriting errors.
• Replace any generic verbs or adjectives 

with more precise words.
• Vary sentence lengths by combining 

sentences or creating compound 
sentences.

• Add context clues (e.g., definiton or 
synonym) for 1-2 of the more complex 
vocabulary words to support readers’ 
understanding.

ML   Support English  
Language Development

Continue focusing on the Build Vocabulary 
work from Day 1. Select a small set of  
words from the lesson activities and 
decodable reader’s theater text to use for  
the vocabulary activities.

Materials Used Daily

Day OneDay TwoDay ThreeDay FourDay Five

• Introduce the Play
• Build Decoding and 

Vocabulary Skills
• Vocabulary  

Build Knowledge
• Fluency Focus: Use Units 

of Meaing to Read with 
Prosody

• First Read
• Build Decoding and 

Vocabulary Skills
• Introduce the Characters
• Echoand Whisper  Read
• Check Comprehension
• Write to Deepen 

Comprheension
• Student Book (3-6)

• Second Read
• Build Decoding and 

Vocabulary Skills
• Whisper Read
• Comprehension Skills and 

Strategies
• Connect to Knowledge-

Building
• Write a Constructed 

Response
• Student Book (3, 6-7)

• Prepare for Presentation
• Build Decoding and 

Vocabulary Skills
• Read Question-and-

Answer Text
• Comprehension Skills and 

Strategies
• Small-Group Read
• Write Strong Sentences 
• Student Book (3, 9-12)

• Presentation
• Build Decoding and 

Vocabulary Skills
• Reread Graphic Story
• Perform ane Evaluate
• Assess Phonics and Word 

Study
• Student Book (3, 8, 10-11, 

13)
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Introduce the Play
Build Decoding and Vocabulary Skills

Phonics and Word Study
Use the Phonics and Word Study Warm-Up on page 2 of On Today’s Podcast: 
Animal Superpowers! to focus on the key phonics skills: Compound Words and 
Contractions, r-Controlled Vowels (ar, or, oar ore, er, ir, ur).

• Model blending (sounding out) the first word in each row. Highlight  
the phonics focus and reinforce the sounds and/or phonics concept  
(e.g., how contractions are formed and the role of the apostrophe).

• Have students whisper-read, then choral-read the remaining words.

Morphology
Use the Morphology section on page 2 to focus on the key morphology skills: 
Prefix uni-, Prefix dis-, Suffix -less. 

• Model blending the first word in each row. Highlight the morphology focus 
and reinforce the sounds and/or morphology concept (e.g., prefixes are 
added to the beginning of a word, suffixes are added to the end or a word; 
the prefix uni- means one, the prefix dis-means not or the opposite of, the 
suffix -less meaning without).

• Have students whisper-read, then choral-read the remaining words.

Dictation with Embedded Phonemic Awareness
• Dictate the following words: shouldn’t, barber, burden, uniform, disable, 

worthless. Have students use dry-erase boards. Guide students to orally 
segment by syllable, then spell each word.

• After each word, write the word for students to check and correct their work.

Vocabulary
Use the Vocabulary section on page 3 to focus on the following words: 
aggressive, direction, feature, migrate, resemble, restless, survive, unique. 
Use the Read-Spell-Connect routine.

• Read: Model blending the word aloud, and have students repeat as they 
point to the word. Reinforce known sound-spellings and syllable types (e.g., 
r-controlled vowel spelling ur in survive, -ture in feature).

• Spell: Have students chorally spell the word.

• Connect: Connect the word to its meaning using the photo provided. Prompt 
students to use the word to describe the picture (e.g., The birds migrate 
south during the winter).

Presentation
Build Decoding and Vocabulary Skills
• Phonics and Word Study: Have student chorally read the blending lines on 

Student Book page 3. 

• Morphology: Revisit the Morpheme Matrix on Student Book page 4. Guide 
students to read to a partner the words they built and explain how the key word 
part (morpheme) helps them understand the words’ meanings.  

• Dictation: Use Student Book page 8. Dictate the following word chains: behave, 
misbehave, misbehaving, misbehavior; uniform, unique, united, university. 
After each word, write the word for students to check and correct their work

Reread Graphic Story 
• Guide students through a choral rereading of Mammals in the Extreme on 

Student Book pages 10-11.
• Ask students how this text added to their growing knowledge of animal traits.

Perform and Evaluate 
• Provide time for students to present their play to the whole group.

• Remind the audience to be active listeners.

• As students perform, observe and take notes on their fluency progress—focusing 
on decoding accuracy, pacing, and dramatic expression.

• Have students self-reflect by using the Fluency Rubric on the inside back cover. 
After rating their performance, have them share with a partner one thing they 
feel they did well in this performance and one thing they would change in their 
next performance.

Assess Phonics and Word Study
• Listen to students individually read the Check What You Know words on the 

Student Book inside front cover. Record your observations.

• Have students complete Student Book page 13 with partners as you assess 
students.

Prepare for Presentation
Build Decoding and Vocabulary Skills
• Phonics and Word Study: Have student partners read the blending lines on 

Student Book page 3. Have students circle any prefixes and suffixes they find.

• Morphology: Revisit the Morpheme Matrix on Student Book page 4. Then ask 
students to write sentences for two additional words they built. Have students 
write each sentence on dry-erase boards and share with a partner. 

• Dictation: Dictate the following word chains: snowstorm, snowshoe, 
snowsuit, snowflake; discard, disappear, disagree, disorder. Have students 
use dry-erase boards. After each word, write the word for students to check 
and correct their work.

Read Graphic Story 
• Guide students through a reading of Mammals in the Extreme on Student 

Book pages 10-11. Use this text to further build knowledge and decoding 
fluency.

• Have students share with partners how the information in this text compares 
to what they learned in On Today’s Podcast: Animal Superpowers!

Comprehension Skills and Strategies 
• Explain to students that while reading nonfiction texts it is important to pay 

attention to the text structure the author is using. This helps readers organize 
their thinking as they read. One structure a text or a portion of a text might 
have is Question-and-Answer. This structure uses important questions 
readers might have about a topic and provides brief details that answer those 
questions.

• Ask: How many questions are asked and answered in this text? What format 
did the author use?

• Use Student Book page 9. Have students complete the text structure 
summary frame.

Small-Group Read 
• Have students practice reading the play in small groups and independently  

(as needed).

• This time have them read only their assigned parts.

• Reinforce the fluency focus: Use Units of Meaning to Read with Prosody.

• Plan with students any needed props or costumes (or finger puppets) for the 
performance. Provide time for students to create or collect the necessary 
items.

Write Strong Sentences
• Guide students to write strong sentences about Mammals in the Extreme and 

On Today’s Podcast: Animal Superpowers! using Student Book page 12.
• Students will create complex sentences using the sentence parts provided, 

including combining sentences. 

• Have students share their completed sentences with partners.

Additional Supports

Home Connection 
Send home the Student Book to extend 
the learning with family members. The 
back cover contains an at-home gamelike 
activity. You can also share one or more 
of the Content Connections activities for 
students to complete at home. Assign the 
online games to extend the learning.
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WEEK 1
On Today’s Podcast: 
Animal Superpowers!

Objectives
Students will:
• read and spell words with compound 

words and contractions, r-controlled 
vowels, prefixes uni- and dis-, suffix 
-less.

• build fluency with decodable texts.
• write strong sentences and constructed 

responses.
• develop science content vocabulary.
• identify text structure.
• summarize to monitor comprehension.

Additional Supports

Revisit Writing
Revisit student writings on Student Book 
pages 6-7. Have them revise the writing by 
doing one or more of the following:
• Check capitalization and punctuation.
• Check subject-verb agreement in each 

sentence.
• Fix spelling and handwriting errors.
• Replace any generic verbs or adjectives 

with more precise words.
• Vary sentence lengths by combining 

sentences or creating compound 
sentences.

• Add context clues (e.g., definiton or 
synonym) for 1-2 of the more complex 
vocabulary words to support readers’ 
understanding.

ML   Support English  
Language Development

Continue focusing on the Build Vocabulary 
work from Day 1. Select a small set of  
words from the lesson activities and 
decodable reader’s theater text to use for  
the vocabulary activities.

Materials Used Daily

Day OneDay TwoDay ThreeDay FourDay Five

• Introduce the Play
• Build Decoding and 

Vocabulary Skills
• Vocabulary  

Build Knowledge
• Fluency Focus: Use Units 

of Meaing to Read with 
Prosody

• First Read
• Build Decoding and 

Vocabulary Skills
• Introduce the Characters
• Echoand Whisper  Read
• Check Comprehension
• Write to Deepen 

Comprheension
• Student Book (3-6)

• Second Read
• Build Decoding and 

Vocabulary Skills
• Whisper Read
• Comprehension Skills and 

Strategies
• Connect to Knowledge-

Building
• Write a Constructed 

Response
• Student Book (3, 6-7)

• Prepare for Presentation
• Build Decoding and 

Vocabulary Skills
• Read Question-and-

Answer Text
• Comprehension Skills and 

Strategies
• Small-Group Read
• Write Strong Sentences 
• Student Book (3, 9-12)

• Presentation
• Build Decoding and 

Vocabulary Skills
• Reread Graphic Story
• Perform ane Evaluate
• Assess Phonics and Word 

Study
• Student Book (3, 8, 10-11, 

13)
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Introduce the Play
Build Decoding and Vocabulary Skills

Phonics and Word Study
Use the Phonics and Word Study Warm-Up on page 2 of On Today’s Podcast: 
Animal Superpowers! to focus on the key phonics skills: Compound Words and 
Contractions, r-Controlled Vowels (ar, or, oar ore, er, ir, ur).

• Model blending (sounding out) the first word in each row. Highlight  
the phonics focus and reinforce the sounds and/or phonics concept  
(e.g., how contractions are formed and the role of the apostrophe).

• Have students whisper-read, then choral-read the remaining words.

Morphology
Use the Morphology section on page 2 to focus on the key morphology skills: 
Prefix uni-, Prefix dis-, Suffix -less. 

• Model blending the first word in each row. Highlight the morphology focus 
and reinforce the sounds and/or morphology concept (e.g., prefixes are 
added to the beginning of a word, suffixes are added to the end or a word; 
the prefix uni- means one, the prefix dis-means not or the opposite of, the 
suffix -less meaning without).

• Have students whisper-read, then choral-read the remaining words.

Dictation with Embedded Phonemic Awareness
• Dictate the following words: shouldn’t, barber, burden, uniform, disable, 

worthless. Have students use dry-erase boards. Guide students to orally 
segment by syllable, then spell each word.

• After each word, write the word for students to check and correct their work.

Vocabulary
Use the Vocabulary section on page 3 to focus on the following words: 
aggressive, direction, feature, migrate, resemble, restless, survive, unique. 
Use the Read-Spell-Connect routine.

• Read: Model blending the word aloud, and have students repeat as they 
point to the word. Reinforce known sound-spellings and syllable types (e.g., 
r-controlled vowel spelling ur in survive, -ture in feature).

• Spell: Have students chorally spell the word.

• Connect: Connect the word to its meaning using the photo provided. Prompt 
students to use the word to describe the picture (e.g., The birds migrate 
south during the winter).

Presentation
Build Decoding and Vocabulary Skills
• Phonics and Word Study: Have student chorally read the blending lines on 

Student Book page 3. 

• Morphology: Revisit the Morpheme Matrix on Student Book page 4. Guide 
students to read to a partner the words they built and explain how the key word 
part (morpheme) helps them understand the words’ meanings.  

• Dictation: Use Student Book page 8. Dictate the following word chains: behave, 
misbehave, misbehaving, misbehavior; uniform, unique, united, university. 
After each word, write the word for students to check and correct their work

Reread Graphic Story 
• Guide students through a choral rereading of Mammals in the Extreme on 

Student Book pages 10-11.
• Ask students how this text added to their growing knowledge of animal traits.

Perform and Evaluate 
• Provide time for students to present their play to the whole group.

• Remind the audience to be active listeners.

• As students perform, observe and take notes on their fluency progress—focusing 
on decoding accuracy, pacing, and dramatic expression.

• Have students self-reflect by using the Fluency Rubric on the inside back cover. 
After rating their performance, have them share with a partner one thing they 
feel they did well in this performance and one thing they would change in their 
next performance.

Assess Phonics and Word Study
• Listen to students individually read the Check What You Know words on the 

Student Book inside front cover. Record your observations.

• Have students complete Student Book page 13 with partners as you assess 
students.

Prepare for Presentation
Build Decoding and Vocabulary Skills
• Phonics and Word Study: Have student partners read the blending lines on 

Student Book page 3. Have students circle any prefixes and suffixes they find.

• Morphology: Revisit the Morpheme Matrix on Student Book page 4. Then ask 
students to write sentences for two additional words they built. Have students 
write each sentence on dry-erase boards and share with a partner. 

• Dictation: Dictate the following word chains: snowstorm, snowshoe, 
snowsuit, snowflake; discard, disappear, disagree, disorder. Have students 
use dry-erase boards. After each word, write the word for students to check 
and correct their work.

Read Graphic Story 
• Guide students through a reading of Mammals in the Extreme on Student 

Book pages 10-11. Use this text to further build knowledge and decoding 
fluency.

• Have students share with partners how the information in this text compares 
to what they learned in On Today’s Podcast: Animal Superpowers!

Comprehension Skills and Strategies 
• Explain to students that while reading nonfiction texts it is important to pay 

attention to the text structure the author is using. This helps readers organize 
their thinking as they read. One structure a text or a portion of a text might 
have is Question-and-Answer. This structure uses important questions 
readers might have about a topic and provides brief details that answer those 
questions.

• Ask: How many questions are asked and answered in this text? What format 
did the author use?

• Use Student Book page 9. Have students complete the text structure 
summary frame.

Small-Group Read 
• Have students practice reading the play in small groups and independently  

(as needed).

• This time have them read only their assigned parts.

• Reinforce the fluency focus: Use Units of Meaning to Read with Prosody.

• Plan with students any needed props or costumes (or finger puppets) for the 
performance. Provide time for students to create or collect the necessary 
items.

Write Strong Sentences
• Guide students to write strong sentences about Mammals in the Extreme and 

On Today’s Podcast: Animal Superpowers! using Student Book page 12.
• Students will create complex sentences using the sentence parts provided, 

including combining sentences. 

• Have students share their completed sentences with partners.

Additional Supports

Home Connection 
Send home the Student Book to extend 
the learning with family members. The 
back cover contains an at-home gamelike 
activity. You can also share one or more 
of the Content Connections activities for 
students to complete at home. Assign the 
online games to extend the learning.
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WEEK 1
On Today’s Podcast: 
Animal Superpowers!

Objectives
Students will:
• read and spell words with compound 

words and contractions, r-controlled 
vowels, prefixes uni- and dis-, suffix 
-less.

• build fluency with decodable texts.
• write strong sentences and constructed 

responses.
• develop science content vocabulary.
• identify text structure.
• summarize to monitor comprehension.

Additional Supports

Revisit Writing
Revisit student writings on Student Book 
pages 6-7. Have them revise the writing by 
doing one or more of the following:
• Check capitalization and punctuation.
• Check subject-verb agreement in each 

sentence.
• Fix spelling and handwriting errors.
• Replace any generic verbs or adjectives 

with more precise words.
• Vary sentence lengths by combining 

sentences or creating compound 
sentences.

• Add context clues (e.g., definiton or 
synonym) for 1-2 of the more complex 
vocabulary words to support readers’ 
understanding.

ML   Support English  
Language Development

Continue focusing on the Build Vocabulary 
work from Day 1. Select a small set of  
words from the lesson activities and 
decodable reader’s theater text to use for  
the vocabulary activities.

Materials Used Daily

Day OneDay TwoDay ThreeDay FourDay Five

• Introduce the Play
• Build Decoding and 

Vocabulary Skills
• Vocabulary  

Build Knowledge
• Fluency Focus: Use Units 

of Meaing to Read with 
Prosody

• First Read
• Build Decoding and 

Vocabulary Skills
• Introduce the Characters
• Echoand Whisper  Read
• Check Comprehension
• Write to Deepen 

Comprheension
• Student Book (3-6)

• Second Read
• Build Decoding and 

Vocabulary Skills
• Whisper Read
• Comprehension Skills and 

Strategies
• Connect to Knowledge-

Building
• Write a Constructed 

Response
• Student Book (3, 6-7)

• Prepare for Presentation
• Build Decoding and 

Vocabulary Skills
• Read Question-and-

Answer Text
• Comprehension Skills and 

Strategies
• Small-Group Read
• Write Strong Sentences 
• Student Book (3, 9-12)

• Presentation
• Build Decoding and 

Vocabulary Skills
• Reread Graphic Story
• Perform ane Evaluate
• Assess Phonics and Word 

Study
• Student Book (3, 8, 10-11, 

13)
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Introduce the Play
Build Decoding and Vocabulary Skills

Phonics and Word Study
Use the Phonics and Word Study Warm-Up on page 2 of On Today’s Podcast: 
Animal Superpowers! to focus on the key phonics skills: Compound Words and 
Contractions, r-Controlled Vowels (ar, or, oar ore, er, ir, ur).

• Model blending (sounding out) the first word in each row. Highlight  
the phonics focus and reinforce the sounds and/or phonics concept  
(e.g., how contractions are formed and the role of the apostrophe).

• Have students whisper-read, then choral-read the remaining words.

Morphology
Use the Morphology section on page 2 to focus on the key morphology skills: 
Prefix uni-, Prefix dis-, Suffix -less. 

• Model blending the first word in each row. Highlight the morphology focus 
and reinforce the sounds and/or morphology concept (e.g., prefixes are 
added to the beginning of a word, suffixes are added to the end or a word; 
the prefix uni- means one, the prefix dis-means not or the opposite of, the 
suffix -less meaning without).

• Have students whisper-read, then choral-read the remaining words.

Dictation with Embedded Phonemic Awareness
• Dictate the following words: shouldn’t, barber, burden, uniform, disable, 

worthless. Have students use dry-erase boards. Guide students to orally 
segment by syllable, then spell each word.

• After each word, write the word for students to check and correct their work.

Vocabulary
Use the Vocabulary section on page 3 to focus on the following words: 
aggressive, direction, feature, migrate, resemble, restless, survive, unique. 
Use the Read-Spell-Connect routine.

• Read: Model blending the word aloud, and have students repeat as they 
point to the word. Reinforce known sound-spellings and syllable types (e.g., 
r-controlled vowel spelling ur in survive, -ture in feature).

• Spell: Have students chorally spell the word.

• Connect: Connect the word to its meaning using the photo provided. Prompt 
students to use the word to describe the picture (e.g., The birds migrate 
south during the winter).

Presentation
Build Decoding and Vocabulary Skills
• Phonics and Word Study: Have student chorally read the blending lines on 

Student Book page 3. 

• Morphology: Revisit the Morpheme Matrix on Student Book page 4. Guide 
students to read to a partner the words they built and explain how the key word 
part (morpheme) helps them understand the words’ meanings.  

• Dictation: Use Student Book page 8. Dictate the following word chains: behave, 
misbehave, misbehaving, misbehavior; uniform, unique, united, university. 
After each word, write the word for students to check and correct their work

Reread Graphic Story 
• Guide students through a choral rereading of Mammals in the Extreme on 

Student Book pages 10-11.
• Ask students how this text added to their growing knowledge of animal traits.

Perform and Evaluate 
• Provide time for students to present their play to the whole group.

• Remind the audience to be active listeners.

• As students perform, observe and take notes on their fluency progress—focusing 
on decoding accuracy, pacing, and dramatic expression.

• Have students self-reflect by using the Fluency Rubric on the inside back cover. 
After rating their performance, have them share with a partner one thing they 
feel they did well in this performance and one thing they would change in their 
next performance.

Assess Phonics and Word Study
• Listen to students individually read the Check What You Know words on the 

Student Book inside front cover. Record your observations.

• Have students complete Student Book page 13 with partners as you assess 
students.

Prepare for Presentation
Build Decoding and Vocabulary Skills
• Phonics and Word Study: Have student partners read the blending lines on 

Student Book page 3. Have students circle any prefixes and suffixes they find.

• Morphology: Revisit the Morpheme Matrix on Student Book page 4. Then ask 
students to write sentences for two additional words they built. Have students 
write each sentence on dry-erase boards and share with a partner. 

• Dictation: Dictate the following word chains: snowstorm, snowshoe, 
snowsuit, snowflake; discard, disappear, disagree, disorder. Have students 
use dry-erase boards. After each word, write the word for students to check 
and correct their work.

Read Graphic Story 
• Guide students through a reading of Mammals in the Extreme on Student 

Book pages 10-11. Use this text to further build knowledge and decoding 
fluency.

• Have students share with partners how the information in this text compares 
to what they learned in On Today’s Podcast: Animal Superpowers!

Comprehension Skills and Strategies 
• Explain to students that while reading nonfiction texts it is important to pay 

attention to the text structure the author is using. This helps readers organize 
their thinking as they read. One structure a text or a portion of a text might 
have is Question-and-Answer. This structure uses important questions 
readers might have about a topic and provides brief details that answer those 
questions.

• Ask: How many questions are asked and answered in this text? What format 
did the author use?

• Use Student Book page 9. Have students complete the text structure 
summary frame.

Small-Group Read 
• Have students practice reading the play in small groups and independently  

(as needed).

• This time have them read only their assigned parts.

• Reinforce the fluency focus: Use Units of Meaning to Read with Prosody.

• Plan with students any needed props or costumes (or finger puppets) for the 
performance. Provide time for students to create or collect the necessary 
items.

Write Strong Sentences
• Guide students to write strong sentences about Mammals in the Extreme and 

On Today’s Podcast: Animal Superpowers! using Student Book page 12.
• Students will create complex sentences using the sentence parts provided, 

including combining sentences. 

• Have students share their completed sentences with partners.

Additional Supports

Home Connection 
Send home the Student Book to extend 
the learning with family members. The 
back cover contains an at-home gamelike 
activity. You can also share one or more 
of the Content Connections activities for 
students to complete at home. Assign the 
online games to extend the learning.
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WEEK 1
On Today’s Podcast: 
Animal Superpowers!

Objectives
Students will:
• read and spell words with compound 

words and contractions, r-controlled 
vowels, prefixes uni- and dis-, suffix 
-less.

• build fluency with decodable texts.
• write strong sentences and constructed 

responses.
• develop science content vocabulary.
• identify text structure.
• summarize to monitor comprehension.

Additional Supports

Revisit Writing
Revisit student writings on Student Book 
pages 6-7. Have them revise the writing by 
doing one or more of the following:
• Check capitalization and punctuation.
• Check subject-verb agreement in each 

sentence.
• Fix spelling and handwriting errors.
• Replace any generic verbs or adjectives 

with more precise words.
• Vary sentence lengths by combining 

sentences or creating compound 
sentences.

• Add context clues (e.g., definiton or 
synonym) for 1-2 of the more complex 
vocabulary words to support readers’ 
understanding.

ML   Support English  
Language Development

Continue focusing on the Build Vocabulary 
work from Day 1. Select a small set of  
words from the lesson activities and 
decodable reader’s theater text to use for  
the vocabulary activities.

Materials Used Daily

Day OneDay TwoDay ThreeDay FourDay Five

• Introduce the Play
• Build Decoding and 

Vocabulary Skills
• Vocabulary  

Build Knowledge
• Fluency Focus: Use Units 

of Meaing to Read with 
Prosody

• First Read
• Build Decoding and 

Vocabulary Skills
• Introduce the Characters
• Echoand Whisper  Read
• Check Comprehension
• Write to Deepen 

Comprheension
• Student Book (3-6)

• Second Read
• Build Decoding and 

Vocabulary Skills
• Whisper Read
• Comprehension Skills and 

Strategies
• Connect to Knowledge-

Building
• Write a Constructed 

Response
• Student Book (3, 6-7)

• Prepare for Presentation
• Build Decoding and 

Vocabulary Skills
• Read Question-and-

Answer Text
• Comprehension Skills and 

Strategies
• Small-Group Read
• Write Strong Sentences 
• Student Book (3, 9-12)

• Presentation
• Build Decoding and 

Vocabulary Skills
• Reread Graphic Story
• Perform ane Evaluate
• Assess Phonics and Word 

Study
• Student Book (3, 8, 10-11, 

13)
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Introduce the Play
Build Decoding and Vocabulary Skills

Phonics and Word Study
Use the Phonics and Word Study Warm-Up on page 2 of On Today’s Podcast: 
Animal Superpowers! to focus on the key phonics skills: Compound Words and 
Contractions, r-Controlled Vowels (ar, or, oar ore, er, ir, ur).

• Model blending (sounding out) the first word in each row. Highlight  
the phonics focus and reinforce the sounds and/or phonics concept  
(e.g., how contractions are formed and the role of the apostrophe).

• Have students whisper-read, then choral-read the remaining words.

Morphology
Use the Morphology section on page 2 to focus on the key morphology skills: 
Prefix uni-, Prefix dis-, Suffix -less. 

• Model blending the first word in each row. Highlight the morphology focus 
and reinforce the sounds and/or morphology concept (e.g., prefixes are 
added to the beginning of a word, suffixes are added to the end or a word; 
the prefix uni- means one, the prefix dis-means not or the opposite of, the 
suffix -less meaning without).

• Have students whisper-read, then choral-read the remaining words.

Dictation with Embedded Phonemic Awareness
• Dictate the following words: shouldn’t, barber, burden, uniform, disable, 

worthless. Have students use dry-erase boards. Guide students to orally 
segment by syllable, then spell each word.

• After each word, write the word for students to check and correct their work.

Vocabulary
Use the Vocabulary section on page 3 to focus on the following words: 
aggressive, direction, feature, migrate, resemble, restless, survive, unique. 
Use the Read-Spell-Connect routine.

• Read: Model blending the word aloud, and have students repeat as they 
point to the word. Reinforce known sound-spellings and syllable types (e.g., 
r-controlled vowel spelling ur in survive, -ture in feature).

• Spell: Have students chorally spell the word.

• Connect: Connect the word to its meaning using the photo provided. Prompt 
students to use the word to describe the picture (e.g., The birds migrate 
south during the winter).

Presentation
Build Decoding and Vocabulary Skills
• Phonics and Word Study: Have student chorally read the blending lines on 

Student Book page 3. 

• Morphology: Revisit the Morpheme Matrix on Student Book page 4. Guide 
students to read to a partner the words they built and explain how the key word 
part (morpheme) helps them understand the words’ meanings.  

• Dictation: Use Student Book page 8. Dictate the following word chains: behave, 
misbehave, misbehaving, misbehavior; uniform, unique, united, university. 
After each word, write the word for students to check and correct their work

Reread Graphic Story 
• Guide students through a choral rereading of Mammals in the Extreme on 

Student Book pages 10-11.
• Ask students how this text added to their growing knowledge of animal traits.

Perform and Evaluate 
• Provide time for students to present their play to the whole group.

• Remind the audience to be active listeners.

• As students perform, observe and take notes on their fluency progress—focusing 
on decoding accuracy, pacing, and dramatic expression.

• Have students self-reflect by using the Fluency Rubric on the inside back cover. 
After rating their performance, have them share with a partner one thing they 
feel they did well in this performance and one thing they would change in their 
next performance.

Assess Phonics and Word Study
• Listen to students individually read the Check What You Know words on the 

Student Book inside front cover. Record your observations.

• Have students complete Student Book page 13 with partners as you assess 
students.

Prepare for Presentation
Build Decoding and Vocabulary Skills
• Phonics and Word Study: Have student partners read the blending lines on 

Student Book page 3. Have students circle any prefixes and suffixes they find.

• Morphology: Revisit the Morpheme Matrix on Student Book page 4. Then ask 
students to write sentences for two additional words they built. Have students 
write each sentence on dry-erase boards and share with a partner. 

• Dictation: Dictate the following word chains: snowstorm, snowshoe, 
snowsuit, snowflake; discard, disappear, disagree, disorder. Have students 
use dry-erase boards. After each word, write the word for students to check 
and correct their work.

Read Graphic Story 
• Guide students through a reading of Mammals in the Extreme on Student 

Book pages 10-11. Use this text to further build knowledge and decoding 
fluency.

• Have students share with partners how the information in this text compares 
to what they learned in On Today’s Podcast: Animal Superpowers!

Comprehension Skills and Strategies 
• Explain to students that while reading nonfiction texts it is important to pay 

attention to the text structure the author is using. This helps readers organize 
their thinking as they read. One structure a text or a portion of a text might 
have is Question-and-Answer. This structure uses important questions 
readers might have about a topic and provides brief details that answer those 
questions.

• Ask: How many questions are asked and answered in this text? What format 
did the author use?

• Use Student Book page 9. Have students complete the text structure 
summary frame.

Small-Group Read 
• Have students practice reading the play in small groups and independently  

(as needed).

• This time have them read only their assigned parts.

• Reinforce the fluency focus: Use Units of Meaning to Read with Prosody.

• Plan with students any needed props or costumes (or finger puppets) for the 
performance. Provide time for students to create or collect the necessary 
items.

Write Strong Sentences
• Guide students to write strong sentences about Mammals in the Extreme and 

On Today’s Podcast: Animal Superpowers! using Student Book page 12.
• Students will create complex sentences using the sentence parts provided, 

including combining sentences. 

• Have students share their completed sentences with partners.

Additional Supports

Home Connection 
Send home the Student Book to extend 
the learning with family members. The 
back cover contains an at-home gamelike 
activity. You can also share one or more 
of the Content Connections activities for 
students to complete at home. Assign the 
online games to extend the learning.
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WEEK 1
On Today’s Podcast: 
Animal Superpowers!

Objectives
Students will:
• read and spell words with compound 

words and contractions, r-controlled 
vowels, prefixes uni- and dis-, suffix 
-less.

• build fluency with decodable texts.
• write strong sentences and constructed 

responses.
• develop science content vocabulary.
• identify text structure.
• summarize to monitor comprehension.

Additional Supports

Revisit Writing
Revisit student writings on Student Book 
pages 6-7. Have them revise the writing by 
doing one or more of the following:
• Check capitalization and punctuation.
• Check subject-verb agreement in each 

sentence.
• Fix spelling and handwriting errors.
• Replace any generic verbs or adjectives 

with more precise words.
• Vary sentence lengths by combining 

sentences or creating compound 
sentences.

• Add context clues (e.g., definiton or 
synonym) for 1-2 of the more complex 
vocabulary words to support readers’ 
understanding.

ML   Support English  
Language Development

Continue focusing on the Build Vocabulary 
work from Day 1. Select a small set of  
words from the lesson activities and 
decodable reader’s theater text to use for  
the vocabulary activities.

Materials Used Daily

Day OneDay TwoDay ThreeDay FourDay Five

• Introduce the Play
• Build Decoding and 

Vocabulary Skills
• Vocabulary  

Build Knowledge
• Fluency Focus: Use Units 

of Meaing to Read with 
Prosody

• First Read
• Build Decoding and 

Vocabulary Skills
• Introduce the Characters
• Echoand Whisper  Read
• Check Comprehension
• Write to Deepen 

Comprheension
• Student Book (3-6)

• Second Read
• Build Decoding and 

Vocabulary Skills
• Whisper Read
• Comprehension Skills and 

Strategies
• Connect to Knowledge-

Building
• Write a Constructed 

Response
• Student Book (3, 6-7)

• Prepare for Presentation
• Build Decoding and 

Vocabulary Skills
• Read Question-and-

Answer Text
• Comprehension Skills and 

Strategies
• Small-Group Read
• Write Strong Sentences 
• Student Book (3, 9-12)

• Presentation
• Build Decoding and 

Vocabulary Skills
• Reread Graphic Story
• Perform ane Evaluate
• Assess Phonics and Word 

Study
• Student Book (3, 8, 10-11, 

13)
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Objectives
• Identify a seed. 
• Record and report 

observations about the 
life cycle of a plant.

Materials Needed
• Small paper cups
• Paper towels
• Markers
• Masking tape
• Seed packets
• Water
• Student Book

The Little Red Hen 
Life Science: Let It Grow! 

Set Purpose
• Display seeds from a seed packet. Identify the type of seed and connect to the seeds 

in The Little Red Hen by showing students page 4. Ask students what they think Little 
Red Hen might be planting. 

• Have students share what they already know about planting and growing seeds to 
check on background informational needs.

• Tell students they will plant and grow seeds this summer just like Little Red Hen. They 
will record and report their observations to learn more about the life cycle of a plant.

Distribute Materials & Assemble
• Give each student a small paper cup, piece of paper towel, and marker.

• Have students write their names on the cup. (Alternatively, you can write their names 
on the cup or on a piece of tape and attach the tape to each cup before handing  
them out.) 

• Have students fold the paper towel in half and then in half again. Tell students to place 
the paper towel inside their paper cup.

• Give each student a seed or seeds. Have them place each seed(s) on the paper towel. 

• Add several drops of water to each cup so the paper towel is slightly wet. Have 
students place their cups in a sunny part of the room.

Observe & Report
• Tell students that each day, they will check their seeds. They will record using written 

observations and drawings changes they note in the seed's growth. They can record 
these observations in their Student Book.

• Remind students that seeds need water, sunlight, and air to grow. They will need to 
add water to their seed cups throughout the summer. Provide helpful reminders  
as needed.  

Present & Describe
• At the end of summer school, ask students to present their seeds and observations to 

the class.

• Have students describe what they see in their paper cups and show their seeds 
to classmates—explaining what they learned about the plant life cycle from this 
experiment and their reading of The Little Red Hen. 

• Send home the seed cups for students to continue monitoring and growing  
their plants. 

Decodable Reader’s Theater

Content Connections
Choose one or more of these content area projects to engage students in hands-on 
learning experiences.

®

wins Jamie and Marie 

Longbow have another 

mystery to solve when a 

man claiming to be an old 

family friend gives them 

a treasure map. What will 

they find? And who really 

is this family friend?
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Introduce the Play
Build Foundational Skills

Phonics
Use the Phonics Warm-Up on page 2 of The Little Red Hen to focus on the key 
phonics skills: Short a, Short e, Short u, Consonant Blends.

• Point to the letter or spelling. Say the sound(s), and have students repeat. 
Highlight articulation gestures as needed to distinguish sounds.

• Model blending (sounding out) the first word in each row. Have students 
whisper-read, then choral-read the remaining words.

High-Frequency Words
Use the High-Frequency Words section on page 2 to focus on  
the following words: no, one, my, water, to, of, want, this.  
Use the Read-Spell-Write routine. 

• Read: Point to the word and read it. Have students point to the word and 
repeat. Put the word in a context sentence. Ask: How many sounds do you 
hear in _____? Tap or count the sounds. Then point out any unknown or 
irregular spellings. For example: highlight o for /u/ and f for /v/ in of.

• Spell: Chorally spell the word with students.

• Write: Have students write the word on paper or a dry-erase board as they 
say the letter names

Dictation with Embedded Phonemic Awareness
• Dictate the following words: dog, red, sun, plant, stop, my, to. Guide 

students to orally segment, then spell each word. Have students use  
dry-erase boards.  

• After each word, write the word for students to check and correct  
their work.

Vocabulary
Use the Vocabulary section on page 3 to focus on the following words: need, 
seed, grow, wheat, mill, flour. Use the Read-Blend-Spell-Connect routine.

• Read: Read the word aloud, and have students repeat as they point to  
the word.

• Blend: Model sounding out the word. Reinforce known sound-spellings (e.g., 
n in need, s in seed) and highlight 1-2 useful sound-spellings (e.g., ee in 
need and seed).

• Spell: Have students chorally spell the word.

• Connect: Connect the word to its meaning using the illustration or photo. 
Prompt students to use the word to describe the picture (e.g., The wheat is a 
tall plant).

Presentation
Build Foundational Skills
• Phonics: Have student chorally read the blending lines on Student Book page 3. 
• High-Frequency Words: Guide students in a choral read of the High-Frequency 

Words section on page 2 of The Little Red Hen.  

• Dictation: Dictate the following words: jog, bed, run, last, dust, one, water. 
Have students use dry-erase boards. After each word, write the word for 
students to check and correct their work.

Reread Nonfiction 
• Guide students through a choral rereading of How Plants Grow on Student 

Book pages 10-11.

• Ask students how this text added to their growing knowledge of the plant life 
cycle. Ask: How is what you learned in this text similar to what Little Red Hen did?

Perform and Evaluate 
• Provide time for students to present their play to the whole group.

• Remind the audience to be active listeners.

• As students perform, observe and take notes on their fluency progress—focusing 
on decoding accuracy and intonation using end punctuation.

• Have students self-reflect by sharing with a partner one thing they feel they 
did well in this performance and one thing they would change in their next 
performance.

Assess Phonics
• Listen to students individually read the Check What You Know words on the 

Student Book inside front cover. Record your observations.

• Have students complete Student Book page 13 with partners as you assess 
students. 

Prepare for Presentation
Build Foundational Skills
• Phonics: Have student partners read the blending lines on Student Book page 

3. Have students circle any consonant blends they find.

• High-Frequency Words: Guide students in a choral read of the High-
Frequency Words section on page 2 of The Little Red Hen. Have them select 
four words and write a sentence about the story using each word. 

• Handwriting: Have students practice letter formation by tracing and writing 
the decodable high-frequency words on Student Book page 7. Model proper 
letter formation as needed.

• Dictation: Dictate the following words: dog, lot, beg, bread, rest, want, of. 
Have students use dry-erase boards. After each word, write the word for 
students to check and correct their work.

Read Nonfiction 
• Guide students through a reading of How Plants Grow on Student Book 

pages 10-11. Use this nonfiction text to further build knowledge and decoding 
fluency.

• Have students share with partners three things they learned from the text.

Comprehension Skills and Strategies 
• Guide students to read and use the Parts of a Plant diagram on page 11 to 

better understand the text .

• Ask: Does this diagram show what is in the text or does it add new 
information? How does it help you better understand how plants grow?

Small-Group Read 
• Have students practice reading the play in small groups and independently (as 

needed).

• This time have them read only their assigned parts.

• Reinforce the fluency focus: Using End Punctuation.

• Plan with students any needed props or costumes (or finger puppets) for the 
performance. Provide time for students to create or collect the necessary 
items.

Write Strong Sentences
• Guide students to write a strong sentence about How Plants Grow and The 

Little Red Hen using Student Book page 12.
• Students will create a sentence using the following sentence parts: WHO, DID 

WHAT, and WHEN. 

• Have students share their completed sentences with partners.

Additional Supports

Home Connection 
Send home the Student Book to extend 
the learning with family members. The 
back cover contains an at-home gamelike 
activity. You can also share one or more 
of the Content Connections activities for 
students to complete at home. Assign the 
online games to extend the learning.
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WEEK 1
The Little Red Hen

Objectives
Students will:
• read and spell words with  

short o, short e, short u, and consonant 
blends.

• read and spell high-frequency words. 
• build fluency with decodable texts.
• write strong sentences and constructed 

responses.
• develop science content vocabulary.
• identify characters and setting.

Additional Supports

Revisit Writing
Revisit student writings on Student Book 
pages 8-9. Have them revise the writing by 
doing one or more of the following:
• Check that every sentence begins with a 

capital letter.
• Check that every sentence ends with the 

correct end mark.
• Fix spelling and handwriting errors.

ML   Support English  
Language Development

Continue focusing on the Build Vocabulary 
work from Day 1. Select a small set of  
words from the lesson activities and 
decodable reader’s theater text to use for  
the vocabulary activities.

Materials Used Daily

Day OneDay TwoDay ThreeDay FourDay Five

• Introduce the Play
• Review Foundational 

Skills
• Vocabulary  

Build Knowledge
• Fluency Focus: Using End 

Punctuation

• First Read
• Review Foundational 

Skills
• Introduce the Characters
• Echoand Whisper  Read
• Check Comprehension
• Write to Deepen 

Comprheension
• Student Book (3-6)

• Second Read
• Review Foundational 

Skills
• Whisper Read
• Comprehension Skills and 

Strategies
• Connect to Knowledge-

Building
• Write a Constructed 

Response
• Student Book (3, 6-7)

• Prepare for Presentation
• Review Foundational 

Skills
• Read Nonfiction
• Comprehension Skills and 

Strategies
• Small-Group Read
• Write Strong Sentences 
• Student Book (3, 8-12)

• Presentation
• Review Foundational 

Skills
• Reread Nonfiction
• Perform ane Evaluate
• Assess Phonics
• Student Book (3, 10-11, 13)
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Introduce the Play
Build Foundational Skills

Phonics
Use the Phonics Warm-Up on page 2 of The Little Red Hen to focus on the key 
phonics skills: Short a, Short e, Short u, Consonant Blends.

• Point to the letter or spelling. Say the sound(s), and have students repeat. 
Highlight articulation gestures as needed to distinguish sounds.

• Model blending (sounding out) the first word in each row. Have students 
whisper-read, then choral-read the remaining words.

High-Frequency Words
Use the High-Frequency Words section on page 2 to focus on  
the following words: no, one, my, water, to, of, want, this.  
Use the Read-Spell-Write routine. 

• Read: Point to the word and read it. Have students point to the word and 
repeat. Put the word in a context sentence. Ask: How many sounds do you 
hear in _____? Tap or count the sounds. Then point out any unknown or 
irregular spellings. For example: highlight o for /u/ and f for /v/ in of.

• Spell: Chorally spell the word with students.

• Write: Have students write the word on paper or a dry-erase board as they 
say the letter names

Dictation with Embedded Phonemic Awareness
• Dictate the following words: dog, red, sun, plant, stop, my, to. Guide 

students to orally segment, then spell each word. Have students use  
dry-erase boards.  

• After each word, write the word for students to check and correct  
their work.

Vocabulary
Use the Vocabulary section on page 3 to focus on the following words: need, 
seed, grow, wheat, mill, flour. Use the Read-Blend-Spell-Connect routine.

• Read: Read the word aloud, and have students repeat as they point to  
the word.

• Blend: Model sounding out the word. Reinforce known sound-spellings (e.g., 
n in need, s in seed) and highlight 1-2 useful sound-spellings (e.g., ee in 
need and seed).

• Spell: Have students chorally spell the word.

• Connect: Connect the word to its meaning using the illustration or photo. 
Prompt students to use the word to describe the picture (e.g., The wheat is a 
tall plant).

Presentation
Build Foundational Skills
• Phonics: Have student chorally read the blending lines on Student Book page 3. 
• High-Frequency Words: Guide students in a choral read of the High-Frequency 

Words section on page 2 of The Little Red Hen.  

• Dictation: Dictate the following words: jog, bed, run, last, dust, one, water. 
Have students use dry-erase boards. After each word, write the word for 
students to check and correct their work.

Reread Nonfiction 
• Guide students through a choral rereading of How Plants Grow on Student 

Book pages 10-11.

• Ask students how this text added to their growing knowledge of the plant life 
cycle. Ask: How is what you learned in this text similar to what Little Red Hen did?

Perform and Evaluate 
• Provide time for students to present their play to the whole group.

• Remind the audience to be active listeners.

• As students perform, observe and take notes on their fluency progress—focusing 
on decoding accuracy and intonation using end punctuation.

• Have students self-reflect by sharing with a partner one thing they feel they 
did well in this performance and one thing they would change in their next 
performance.

Assess Phonics
• Listen to students individually read the Check What You Know words on the 

Student Book inside front cover. Record your observations.

• Have students complete Student Book page 13 with partners as you assess 
students. 

Prepare for Presentation
Build Foundational Skills
• Phonics: Have student partners read the blending lines on Student Book page 

3. Have students circle any consonant blends they find.

• High-Frequency Words: Guide students in a choral read of the High-
Frequency Words section on page 2 of The Little Red Hen. Have them select 
four words and write a sentence about the story using each word. 

• Handwriting: Have students practice letter formation by tracing and writing 
the decodable high-frequency words on Student Book page 7. Model proper 
letter formation as needed.

• Dictation: Dictate the following words: dog, lot, beg, bread, rest, want, of. 
Have students use dry-erase boards. After each word, write the word for 
students to check and correct their work.

Read Nonfiction 
• Guide students through a reading of How Plants Grow on Student Book 

pages 10-11. Use this nonfiction text to further build knowledge and decoding 
fluency.

• Have students share with partners three things they learned from the text.

Comprehension Skills and Strategies 
• Guide students to read and use the Parts of a Plant diagram on page 11 to 

better understand the text .

• Ask: Does this diagram show what is in the text or does it add new 
information? How does it help you better understand how plants grow?

Small-Group Read 
• Have students practice reading the play in small groups and independently (as 

needed).

• This time have them read only their assigned parts.

• Reinforce the fluency focus: Using End Punctuation.

• Plan with students any needed props or costumes (or finger puppets) for the 
performance. Provide time for students to create or collect the necessary 
items.

Write Strong Sentences
• Guide students to write a strong sentence about How Plants Grow and The 

Little Red Hen using Student Book page 12.
• Students will create a sentence using the following sentence parts: WHO, DID 

WHAT, and WHEN. 

• Have students share their completed sentences with partners.

Additional Supports

Home Connection 
Send home the Student Book to extend 
the learning with family members. The 
back cover contains an at-home gamelike 
activity. You can also share one or more 
of the Content Connections activities for 
students to complete at home. Assign the 
online games to extend the learning.
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WEEK 1
The Little Red Hen

Objectives
Students will:
• read and spell words with  

short o, short e, short u, and consonant 
blends.

• read and spell high-frequency words. 
• build fluency with decodable texts.
• write strong sentences and constructed 

responses.
• develop science content vocabulary.
• identify characters and setting.

Additional Supports

Revisit Writing
Revisit student writings on Student Book 
pages 8-9. Have them revise the writing by 
doing one or more of the following:
• Check that every sentence begins with a 

capital letter.
• Check that every sentence ends with the 

correct end mark.
• Fix spelling and handwriting errors.

ML   Support English  
Language Development

Continue focusing on the Build Vocabulary 
work from Day 1. Select a small set of  
words from the lesson activities and 
decodable reader’s theater text to use for  
the vocabulary activities.

Materials Used Daily

Day OneDay TwoDay ThreeDay FourDay Five

• Introduce the Play
• Review Foundational 

Skills
• Vocabulary  

Build Knowledge
• Fluency Focus: Using End 

Punctuation

• First Read
• Review Foundational 

Skills
• Introduce the Characters
• Echoand Whisper  Read
• Check Comprehension
• Write to Deepen 

Comprheension
• Student Book (3-6)

• Second Read
• Review Foundational 

Skills
• Whisper Read
• Comprehension Skills and 

Strategies
• Connect to Knowledge-

Building
• Write a Constructed 

Response
• Student Book (3, 6-7)

• Prepare for Presentation
• Review Foundational 

Skills
• Read Nonfiction
• Comprehension Skills and 

Strategies
• Small-Group Read
• Write Strong Sentences 
• Student Book (3, 8-12)

• Presentation
• Review Foundational 

Skills
• Reread Nonfiction
• Perform ane Evaluate
• Assess Phonics
• Student Book (3, 10-11, 13)
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Introduce the Play
Build Foundational Skills

Phonics
Use the Phonics Warm-Up on page 2 of The Little Red Hen to focus on the key 
phonics skills: Short a, Short e, Short u, Consonant Blends.

• Point to the letter or spelling. Say the sound(s), and have students repeat. 
Highlight articulation gestures as needed to distinguish sounds.

• Model blending (sounding out) the first word in each row. Have students 
whisper-read, then choral-read the remaining words.

High-Frequency Words
Use the High-Frequency Words section on page 2 to focus on  
the following words: no, one, my, water, to, of, want, this.  
Use the Read-Spell-Write routine. 

• Read: Point to the word and read it. Have students point to the word and 
repeat. Put the word in a context sentence. Ask: How many sounds do you 
hear in _____? Tap or count the sounds. Then point out any unknown or 
irregular spellings. For example: highlight o for /u/ and f for /v/ in of.

• Spell: Chorally spell the word with students.

• Write: Have students write the word on paper or a dry-erase board as they 
say the letter names

Dictation with Embedded Phonemic Awareness
• Dictate the following words: dog, red, sun, plant, stop, my, to. Guide 

students to orally segment, then spell each word. Have students use  
dry-erase boards.  

• After each word, write the word for students to check and correct  
their work.

Vocabulary
Use the Vocabulary section on page 3 to focus on the following words: need, 
seed, grow, wheat, mill, flour. Use the Read-Blend-Spell-Connect routine.

• Read: Read the word aloud, and have students repeat as they point to  
the word.

• Blend: Model sounding out the word. Reinforce known sound-spellings (e.g., 
n in need, s in seed) and highlight 1-2 useful sound-spellings (e.g., ee in 
need and seed).

• Spell: Have students chorally spell the word.

• Connect: Connect the word to its meaning using the illustration or photo. 
Prompt students to use the word to describe the picture (e.g., The wheat is a 
tall plant).

Presentation
Build Foundational Skills
• Phonics: Have student chorally read the blending lines on Student Book page 3. 
• High-Frequency Words: Guide students in a choral read of the High-Frequency 

Words section on page 2 of The Little Red Hen.  

• Dictation: Dictate the following words: jog, bed, run, last, dust, one, water. 
Have students use dry-erase boards. After each word, write the word for 
students to check and correct their work.

Reread Nonfiction 
• Guide students through a choral rereading of How Plants Grow on Student 

Book pages 10-11.

• Ask students how this text added to their growing knowledge of the plant life 
cycle. Ask: How is what you learned in this text similar to what Little Red Hen did?

Perform and Evaluate 
• Provide time for students to present their play to the whole group.

• Remind the audience to be active listeners.

• As students perform, observe and take notes on their fluency progress—focusing 
on decoding accuracy and intonation using end punctuation.

• Have students self-reflect by sharing with a partner one thing they feel they 
did well in this performance and one thing they would change in their next 
performance.

Assess Phonics
• Listen to students individually read the Check What You Know words on the 

Student Book inside front cover. Record your observations.

• Have students complete Student Book page 13 with partners as you assess 
students. 

Prepare for Presentation
Build Foundational Skills
• Phonics: Have student partners read the blending lines on Student Book page 

3. Have students circle any consonant blends they find.

• High-Frequency Words: Guide students in a choral read of the High-
Frequency Words section on page 2 of The Little Red Hen. Have them select 
four words and write a sentence about the story using each word. 

• Handwriting: Have students practice letter formation by tracing and writing 
the decodable high-frequency words on Student Book page 7. Model proper 
letter formation as needed.

• Dictation: Dictate the following words: dog, lot, beg, bread, rest, want, of. 
Have students use dry-erase boards. After each word, write the word for 
students to check and correct their work.

Read Nonfiction 
• Guide students through a reading of How Plants Grow on Student Book 

pages 10-11. Use this nonfiction text to further build knowledge and decoding 
fluency.

• Have students share with partners three things they learned from the text.

Comprehension Skills and Strategies 
• Guide students to read and use the Parts of a Plant diagram on page 11 to 

better understand the text .

• Ask: Does this diagram show what is in the text or does it add new 
information? How does it help you better understand how plants grow?

Small-Group Read 
• Have students practice reading the play in small groups and independently (as 

needed).

• This time have them read only their assigned parts.

• Reinforce the fluency focus: Using End Punctuation.

• Plan with students any needed props or costumes (or finger puppets) for the 
performance. Provide time for students to create or collect the necessary 
items.

Write Strong Sentences
• Guide students to write a strong sentence about How Plants Grow and The 

Little Red Hen using Student Book page 12.
• Students will create a sentence using the following sentence parts: WHO, DID 

WHAT, and WHEN. 

• Have students share their completed sentences with partners.

Additional Supports

Home Connection 
Send home the Student Book to extend 
the learning with family members. The 
back cover contains an at-home gamelike 
activity. You can also share one or more 
of the Content Connections activities for 
students to complete at home. Assign the 
online games to extend the learning.
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Introduce the Play
Build Foundational Skills

Phonics
Use the Phonics Warm-Up on page 2 of The Little Red Hen to focus on the key 
phonics skills: Short a, Short e, Short u, Consonant Blends.

• Point to the letter or spelling. Say the sound(s), and have students repeat. 
Highlight articulation gestures as needed to distinguish sounds.

• Model blending (sounding out) the first word in each row. Have students 
whisper-read, then choral-read the remaining words.

High-Frequency Words
Use the High-Frequency Words section on page 2 to focus on  
the following words: no, one, my, water, to, of, want, this.  
Use the Read-Spell-Write routine. 

• Read: Point to the word and read it. Have students point to the word and 
repeat. Put the word in a context sentence. Ask: How many sounds do you 
hear in _____? Tap or count the sounds. Then point out any unknown or 
irregular spellings. For example: highlight o for /u/ and f for /v/ in of.

• Spell: Chorally spell the word with students.

• Write: Have students write the word on paper or a dry-erase board as they 
say the letter names

Dictation with Embedded Phonemic Awareness
• Dictate the following words: dog, red, sun, plant, stop, my, to. Guide 

students to orally segment, then spell each word. Have students use  
dry-erase boards.  

• After each word, write the word for students to check and correct  
their work.

Vocabulary
Use the Vocabulary section on page 3 to focus on the following words: need, 
seed, grow, wheat, mill, flour. Use the Read-Blend-Spell-Connect routine.

• Read: Read the word aloud, and have students repeat as they point to  
the word.

• Blend: Model sounding out the word. Reinforce known sound-spellings (e.g., 
n in need, s in seed) and highlight 1-2 useful sound-spellings (e.g., ee in 
need and seed).

• Spell: Have students chorally spell the word.

• Connect: Connect the word to its meaning using the illustration or photo. 
Prompt students to use the word to describe the picture (e.g., The wheat is a 
tall plant).

Presentation
Build Foundational Skills
• Phonics: Have student chorally read the blending lines on Student Book page 3. 
• High-Frequency Words: Guide students in a choral read of the High-Frequency 

Words section on page 2 of The Little Red Hen.  

• Dictation: Dictate the following words: jog, bed, run, last, dust, one, water. 
Have students use dry-erase boards. After each word, write the word for 
students to check and correct their work.

Reread Nonfiction 
• Guide students through a choral rereading of How Plants Grow on Student 

Book pages 10-11.

• Ask students how this text added to their growing knowledge of the plant life 
cycle. Ask: How is what you learned in this text similar to what Little Red Hen did?

Perform and Evaluate 
• Provide time for students to present their play to the whole group.

• Remind the audience to be active listeners.

• As students perform, observe and take notes on their fluency progress—focusing 
on decoding accuracy and intonation using end punctuation.

• Have students self-reflect by sharing with a partner one thing they feel they 
did well in this performance and one thing they would change in their next 
performance.

Assess Phonics
• Listen to students individually read the Check What You Know words on the 

Student Book inside front cover. Record your observations.

• Have students complete Student Book page 13 with partners as you assess 
students. 

Prepare for Presentation
Build Foundational Skills
• Phonics: Have student partners read the blending lines on Student Book page 

3. Have students circle any consonant blends they find.

• High-Frequency Words: Guide students in a choral read of the High-
Frequency Words section on page 2 of The Little Red Hen. Have them select 
four words and write a sentence about the story using each word. 

• Handwriting: Have students practice letter formation by tracing and writing 
the decodable high-frequency words on Student Book page 7. Model proper 
letter formation as needed.

• Dictation: Dictate the following words: dog, lot, beg, bread, rest, want, of. 
Have students use dry-erase boards. After each word, write the word for 
students to check and correct their work.

Read Nonfiction 
• Guide students through a reading of How Plants Grow on Student Book 

pages 10-11. Use this nonfiction text to further build knowledge and decoding 
fluency.

• Have students share with partners three things they learned from the text.

Comprehension Skills and Strategies 
• Guide students to read and use the Parts of a Plant diagram on page 11 to 

better understand the text .

• Ask: Does this diagram show what is in the text or does it add new 
information? How does it help you better understand how plants grow?

Small-Group Read 
• Have students practice reading the play in small groups and independently (as 

needed).

• This time have them read only their assigned parts.

• Reinforce the fluency focus: Using End Punctuation.

• Plan with students any needed props or costumes (or finger puppets) for the 
performance. Provide time for students to create or collect the necessary 
items.

Write Strong Sentences
• Guide students to write a strong sentence about How Plants Grow and The 

Little Red Hen using Student Book page 12.
• Students will create a sentence using the following sentence parts: WHO, DID 

WHAT, and WHEN. 

• Have students share their completed sentences with partners.

Additional Supports

Home Connection 
Send home the Student Book to extend 
the learning with family members. The 
back cover contains an at-home gamelike 
activity. You can also share one or more 
of the Content Connections activities for 
students to complete at home. Assign the 
online games to extend the learning.
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Introduce the Play
Build Foundational Skills

Phonics
Use the Phonics Warm-Up on page 2 of The Little Red Hen to focus on the key 
phonics skills: Short a, Short e, Short u, Consonant Blends.

• Point to the letter or spelling. Say the sound(s), and have students repeat. 
Highlight articulation gestures as needed to distinguish sounds.

• Model blending (sounding out) the first word in each row. Have students 
whisper-read, then choral-read the remaining words.

High-Frequency Words
Use the High-Frequency Words section on page 2 to focus on  
the following words: no, one, my, water, to, of, want, this.  
Use the Read-Spell-Write routine. 

• Read: Point to the word and read it. Have students point to the word and 
repeat. Put the word in a context sentence. Ask: How many sounds do you 
hear in _____? Tap or count the sounds. Then point out any unknown or 
irregular spellings. For example: highlight o for /u/ and f for /v/ in of.

• Spell: Chorally spell the word with students.

• Write: Have students write the word on paper or a dry-erase board as they 
say the letter names

Dictation with Embedded Phonemic Awareness
• Dictate the following words: dog, red, sun, plant, stop, my, to. Guide 

students to orally segment, then spell each word. Have students use  
dry-erase boards.  

• After each word, write the word for students to check and correct  
their work.

Vocabulary
Use the Vocabulary section on page 3 to focus on the following words: need, 
seed, grow, wheat, mill, flour. Use the Read-Blend-Spell-Connect routine.

• Read: Read the word aloud, and have students repeat as they point to  
the word.

• Blend: Model sounding out the word. Reinforce known sound-spellings (e.g., 
n in need, s in seed) and highlight 1-2 useful sound-spellings (e.g., ee in 
need and seed).

• Spell: Have students chorally spell the word.

• Connect: Connect the word to its meaning using the illustration or photo. 
Prompt students to use the word to describe the picture (e.g., The wheat is a 
tall plant).
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Build Foundational Skills
• Phonics: Have student chorally read the blending lines on Student Book page 3. 
• High-Frequency Words: Guide students in a choral read of the High-Frequency 

Words section on page 2 of The Little Red Hen.  

• Dictation: Dictate the following words: jog, bed, run, last, dust, one, water. 
Have students use dry-erase boards. After each word, write the word for 
students to check and correct their work.

Reread Nonfiction 
• Guide students through a choral rereading of How Plants Grow on Student 

Book pages 10-11.

• Ask students how this text added to their growing knowledge of the plant life 
cycle. Ask: How is what you learned in this text similar to what Little Red Hen did?

Perform and Evaluate 
• Provide time for students to present their play to the whole group.

• Remind the audience to be active listeners.

• As students perform, observe and take notes on their fluency progress—focusing 
on decoding accuracy and intonation using end punctuation.

• Have students self-reflect by sharing with a partner one thing they feel they 
did well in this performance and one thing they would change in their next 
performance.

Assess Phonics
• Listen to students individually read the Check What You Know words on the 

Student Book inside front cover. Record your observations.

• Have students complete Student Book page 13 with partners as you assess 
students. 

Prepare for Presentation
Build Foundational Skills
• Phonics: Have student partners read the blending lines on Student Book page 

3. Have students circle any consonant blends they find.

• High-Frequency Words: Guide students in a choral read of the High-
Frequency Words section on page 2 of The Little Red Hen. Have them select 
four words and write a sentence about the story using each word. 

• Handwriting: Have students practice letter formation by tracing and writing 
the decodable high-frequency words on Student Book page 7. Model proper 
letter formation as needed.

• Dictation: Dictate the following words: dog, lot, beg, bread, rest, want, of. 
Have students use dry-erase boards. After each word, write the word for 
students to check and correct their work.

Read Nonfiction 
• Guide students through a reading of How Plants Grow on Student Book 

pages 10-11. Use this nonfiction text to further build knowledge and decoding 
fluency.

• Have students share with partners three things they learned from the text.

Comprehension Skills and Strategies 
• Guide students to read and use the Parts of a Plant diagram on page 11 to 

better understand the text .

• Ask: Does this diagram show what is in the text or does it add new 
information? How does it help you better understand how plants grow?

Small-Group Read 
• Have students practice reading the play in small groups and independently (as 

needed).

• This time have them read only their assigned parts.

• Reinforce the fluency focus: Using End Punctuation.

• Plan with students any needed props or costumes (or finger puppets) for the 
performance. Provide time for students to create or collect the necessary 
items.

Write Strong Sentences
• Guide students to write a strong sentence about How Plants Grow and The 

Little Red Hen using Student Book page 12.
• Students will create a sentence using the following sentence parts: WHO, DID 

WHAT, and WHEN. 

• Have students share their completed sentences with partners.

Additional Supports

Home Connection 
Send home the Student Book to extend 
the learning with family members. The 
back cover contains an at-home gamelike 
activity. You can also share one or more 
of the Content Connections activities for 
students to complete at home. Assign the 
online games to extend the learning.
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Language Objectives
• I can retell the main events 

in a story.
• I can describe characters.

Materials Needed
• The Little Red Hen

The Little Red Hen 
Focus on Vocabulary and Comprehension
Use the strategies below to complete a read-aloud of The Little Red Hen.

Before Reading

• Read the title and discuss the cover illustration. Have students turn to a partner  
to describe what they see and predict what the story will be about. Have students 
share cultural experiences and what they know about hens (chickens) and other  
farm animals.

During Reading

• Pages 4-5: Have students follow along as you read. Have students point to Little Red 
Hen in the text and illustration. Ask: What two words tell about the hen? (little, red; 
reinforce meaning with motions and objects) Explain that adjectives describe, or tell 
about, nouns (people, places, and things). Then ask: What does the hen need to do on 
this page?

• Page 6: Read and have students point to Cat, Dog, and Duck in the text and 
illustrations. Ask: What word would you use to describe, or tell about, these characters? 
(e.g., lazy) Be sure students understand the difference between lazy and hardworking. 
Then have students turn to a partner and explain what is happening in the picture.

• Page 7: Read and have students turn to a partner to answer the following question: 
What is Little Red Hen holding? Why? Have students act out what she is doing as they 
say: cut the wheat.

• Page 8: After reading, have students turn to a partner and retell what has happened 
so far.

• Pages 9-13: Continue with this structure while reading aloud. Focus on helping 
students connect words in the text to illustration support and stating (repeating) the 
main event that happens on each page.

• Pages 14-15: Read and ask: What did Little Red Hen’s friends say about eating the 
bread? Why did they change? What did the Little Red Hen do at the end? How do you 
know she likes the bread?

After Reading

• Revisit the illustrations: Guide students to describe images in the illustrations using 
adjectives. Use the frame: _____ is ______.

• Retell the story: Then have students work in pairs to retell the story. Give them 
sentence frames: First _____. Then ______. Next ______. Last ________.

English Language 
Development
Choose from the following multilingual supports to guide students through the reading of 
the reader’s theater book and connect to and transfer existing primary language skills. 
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