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How Standards Close-Up Fosters Teacher and Student 
Success, Especially in These Challenging Times:
Each two-book topic set breaks down one standard into manageable skills  
and strategies, deepening mastery across grade levels and allowing districts  
to choose their Priority Standards.

GRADE 2 GRADE 3 GRADE 4 GRADE 5

EL
A 

ST
AN

DA
RD

1 Ask & Answer Questions

u

Ask & Answer Text Evidence 
Questions 

u

Use Text Evidence to Explain & 
Draw Inferences

u

Use Accurate Quotes to Explain 
& Draw Inferences

2 Identify Main Topic/ 
Paragraph Focus Main Idea/Recount Key Details Main Idea & Key Details/

Summarize
Multiple Main Ideas & Key 
Details/Summarize

3 Describe Connections in a Text Describe Relationships  
Within a Text

Explain Relationships  
Within a Text

Explain Relationships or 
Interactions Within a Text

4 Determine the Meaning of 
Words & Phrases Academic & Content Vocabulary Academic & Content Vocabulary Academic & Content Vocabulary

5 Use Text Features Use Text Features &  
Search Tools Describe Text Structures Compare & Contrast  

Text Structures

6 Identify Author’s Purpose Distinguish Point of View Compare Accounts/ 
Points of View

Compare Multiple Accounts/
Points of View

7 Explain Visuals Use Visuals to Help 
Demonstrate Understanding

Interpret Visual, Oral, or 
Quantitative Information

Use Multiple Print or  
Digital Sources

8 Describe Author’s Reasons & 
Points Describe Text Structure Explain Author’s Reasons  

& Evidence
Explain How Reasons & Evidence 
Support Author’s Points

9 Compare Points in  
Two Texts

Compare Points & Key Details  
in Two Texts

Integrate Information from  
Two Texts

Integrate Information from 
Several Texts

•  All content facilitates a 
concentrated focus on 
unfinished learning, during 
the school year or in  
summer school.

•  Multiple texts per set provide 
opportunities to model skills 
and strategies for scaffolded 
learning.

•  EL support every step of the 
way helps all English Learners 
master standards and guides 
them through collaborative 
performance tasks.

Social studies and science content strands 
dive deep into ELA standards, reinforcing 
cross-curricular learning.

SOCIAL 
STUDIES SCIENCE

Government & 
Citizenship Earth Science

Technology  
& Society Life Science

History and/or 
Culture Physical Science

Economics

Teachers can customize 
collections of specific titles 
in “bookshelves” designed 
for specific students with 
specific needs.

Easy access to online 
assessments, writing 
exemplars, and more!

Easy filtering tools help 
teachers search for 
books by ELA standard, 
content area, or grade.

Online Library

Sample E-Book

•  Customize e-books for individual students or small groups 
with specific annotations and bookmarks.

•  Students can write notes in the margin, facilitating deeper 
engagement with the text.

•  Users can insert new pages into an e-book to embed videos, 
paste images, add links, and more.

•  Synchronized audio and highlighting links text to sounds, 
building listening comprehension.

Address Unfinished Learning, 
Priority Standards,  
and Content Knowledge
Standards Close-Up leveled topic sets target 
individual ELA standards and build science and 
social studies knowledge. High-quality content and 
great flexibility combine to deliver an essential, 
comprehensive supplemental solution.

Digital and Print Formats Support 
Hybrid and Remote Learning
Enhance your instruction with engaging, interactive content. 
Online subscriptions to Standards Close-Up include interactive 
e-books, digital Teacher’s Guides, and digital Text Evidence 
Question Cards. 

All digital 
resources for 
this program 

are in one 
place! 

Easy Access to Time-Saving Tools 

Organize and customize your instruction through our online library. 

u   Interactive features, including 
videos, audio support, annotation, 
and embedded hyperlinks, expand 
instructional opportunities and foster 
customized learning experiences.

u  Digital-only resources include 
home–school connections that 

enable parents to know and reinforce 
what their children are learning, and 
additional revised writing models to 
help strengthen student performance. 

u  Lesson plans promote flexibility by 
enabling teachers to choose between 
two instructional pathways, Small-

Group Reading and Strategy Groups, 
or go back and forth between the two.

u  Assessment and teaching tools 
include graphic organizers, rubrics, 
and writing exemplars. 

u   Printable resources facilitate flexible 
lesson planning and delivery.

PLUS
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Read 2–4 rich, 
on-grade-level 
passages that focus 
on science or social 
studies topics and 
feature a variety  
of genres.

Select the second 
book in the two-
book topic set, and 
repeat the steps above 
for comprehensive 
mastery of a single 
standard.

3 6

Book 1 Focus:  
Explain Concepts and 
Procedures in a Text

Book 2 Focus:  
Explain Events and 
Ideas in a Text

Use the Assessments and 
Reteaching book to monitor 
progress and reteach as needed.

Explore the Key Elements
Take a step-by-step tour of the Standards Close-Up process and 
how its components are designed to be used in the classroom, 
during the regular school year or in summer school. 

Program Overview 
features an introduction to 
the program, as well as guided 
reading and praise prompts, 
observational checklists for 
informal assessments, and 
performance task rubrics.

Writing Exemplars with Rubrics Books provide a range of 
exemplars for each Write to Sources prompt in the student books,  
as well as reproducible rubrics and graphic organizers to help students 
plan their writing. A reproducible exemplar for modeling revision 
strategies is also included.

Assessments and Reteaching Books 
identify proficiency with pre- and post-
assessments, and monitor comprehension 
and progress with book-specific assessments. 
Use the assessment data to inform 
instruction and select from the reteaching 
mini-lessons provided in these books.

Target 
Standard: 

Explain 
Relationships 

Within a  
Text

Evidence-based 
questions at 
the end of each 
book send 
readers back to 
the passages to 
answer questions 
that address the 
target standard.

Graphic 
organizers and 
the Writing 
Exemplars with 
Rubrics book 
provide planning, 
guidance, and 
models for 
students as they 
plan their writing.

4 Answer text-dependent 
questions designed 
to address the target 
reading standard.

1 Teach a mini-
lesson to model 
the standard.

Callouts in the 
margins highlight 
and explain parts 
of the text that help 
students respond 
to the questions.

The lesson features a 
reading passage with 
accompanying questions. 
Sample student responses 
to questions are provided 
to guide student thinking 
and analysis of the text.

Provide opportunities 
for opinion, narrative, 
or informative 
responses based on 
readings from the book.

5For each reading 
passage, choose a 
strategy-based lesson 
plan to teach the 
standard or a guided 
reading lesson plan to 
teach reading skills.

2

Teacher support for the 
Write to Sources prompt is 
included in every book.

Two-lesson plan options 
provide flexibility 
and maximize the 
instructional use of each 
reading passage.

Target your instruction with two-book topic  
sets that address a single teaching standard.
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Two-Book Sets Organized by Standard, Content Area, and Grade Level
GRADE 2 GRADE 3 GRADE 4 GRADE 5

STANDARD 1:  
USE TEXT EVIDENCE

Ask & Answer 
Questions

Ask & Answer 
Text Evidence 
Questions

Use Text 
Evidence to 
Explain & Draw 
Inferences

Use Accurate 
Quotes to 
Explain & Draw 
Inferences

Y30868  Y30869 Y30886 Y30887 Y30904 Y30905 Y30922 Y30923

STANDARD 2:  
MAIN IDEA & DETAILS/
SUMMARIZE

Main Topic/
Paragraph 
Focus

Main Idea/
Recount Key 
Details

Main Idea & 
Key Details/
Summarize

Multiple 
Main Idea & 
Key Details/
Summarize

Y30870   Y30871 Y30888 Y30889 Y30906 Y30907 Y30924 Y30925

STANDARD 3:  
CONNECTIONS  
WITHIN A TEXT

Describe 
Connections  
in a Text

  

Describe 
Relationships 
Within a Text

Explain 
Relationships 
Within a Text

Explain 
Relationships 
or Interactions 
Within a Text

Y30872   Y30873 Y30890 Y30891 Y30908 Y30909 Y30926 Y30927

STANDARD 4:  
VOCABULARY

Topic 
Vocabulary

Academic 
& Content 
Vocabulary

Academic 
& Content 
Vocabulary

Academic 
& Content 
Vocabulary

Y30874 Y30875 Y30892 Y30893 Y30910 Y30911 Y30928 Y30929

STANDARD 5:  
USE TEXT FEATURES

Use Text 
Features

Use Text 
Features & 
Search Tools

Describe Text 
Structures

Compare & 
Contrast Text 
Structures

Y30876 Y30877 Y30894 Y30895 Y30912 Y30913 Y30930 Y30931

STANDARD 6:  
AUTHOR’S PURPOSE/
POINT OF VIEW

Identify 
Author’s 
Purpose

Distinguish 
Point of View

Compare 
Accounts/Points 
of View

Compare 
Multiple 
Accounts/
Points of View

Y30878 Y30879 Y30896 Y30897 Y30915 Y30914 Y30932 Y30933

STANDARD 7:  
VISUALS

Explain  
Visuals

Use Visuals 
to Help 
Demonstrate 
Understanding

Interpret 
Visual, Oral, or 
Quantitative 
Information

Use Multiple 
Print or Digital 
Sources

Y30880 Y30881 Y30898 Y30899 Y30916 Y30917 Y30934 Y30935

STANDARD 8:  
REASONS/POINTS

Describe 
Author’s 
Reasons & 
Points

Describe Text 
Structure

Explain Author’s 
Reasons & 
Evidence

Explain How 
Reasons & 
Evidence 
Support 
Author’s Points

Y30882 Y30883 Y30900 Y30901 Y30918 Y30919 Y30936 Y30937

STANDARD 9:  
COMPARE TEXTS

Compare 
Points in  
Two Texts

Compare 
Points & Key 
Details in  
Two Texts

Integrate 
Information 
from Two Texts

Integrate 
Information 
from Several 
Texts

Y30884 Y30885 Y30902 Y30903 Y30920 Y30921 Y30938 Y30939

A Topic Set for Each Standard
See how the two-book topic sets are organized by 
standard, content area, and grade level.
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GRADE 2 SET

• 108 Leveled Books  
(6 copies of 18 titles)

• 18 Teacher’s Guides
• 18 Text Evidence Question Cards

• Program Overview
• Writing Exemplars with  

Rubrics Book
• Assessments and Reteaching Book

Y32754

   CLASSROOM STARTER PACKS

Single-Copy Set
• 18 Leveled Books

Individual Title 6-Packs (See code near each title.)
•  6 Leveled Books
•  Teacher’s Guide
•  Text Evidence Question Card

Y30864 Grade 2 6-Packs

GRADE 3 SET

• 108 Leveled Books  
(6 copies of 18 titles)

• 18 Teacher’s Guides
• 18 Text Evidence Question Cards

• Program Overview
• Writing Exemplars with  

Rubrics Book
• Assessments and Reteaching Book

Y32755

   CLASSROOM STARTER PACKS

Single-Copy Set
• 18 Leveled Books

Individual Title 6-Packs (See code near each title.)
•  6 Leveled Books
•  Teacher’s Guide
•  Text Evidence Question Card

Y30865 Grade 3 6-Packs

GRADE 4 SET

• 108 Leveled Books  
(6 copies of 18 titles)

• 18 Teacher’s Guides
• 18 Text Evidence Question Cards

• Program Overview
• Writing Exemplars with  

Rubrics Book
• Assessments and Reteaching Book

Y32756

   CLASSROOM STARTER PACKS

Single-Copy Set
• 18 Leveled Books

Individual Title 6-Packs (See code near each title.)
•  6 Leveled Books
•  Teacher’s Guide
•  Text Evidence Question Card

Y30866 Grade 4 6-Packs

GRADE 5 SET

• 108 Leveled Books  
(6 copies of 18 titles)

• 18 Teacher’s Guides
• 18 Text Evidence Question Cards

• Program Overview
• Writing Exemplars with  

Rubrics Book
• Assessments and Reteaching Book

Y32757

   CLASSROOM STARTER PACKS

Single-Copy Set
• 18 Leveled Books

Individual Title 6-Packs (See code near each title.)
•  6 Leveled Books
•  Teacher’s Guide
•  Text Evidence Question Card

Y30867 Grade 5 6-Packs

To learn more or order Standards Close-Up today, go to  
https://www.benchmarkeducation.com/benchmarkeducation/all-series/standards-close-up.html.

Note the assembly code that accompanies 
each option and use it when you order.

As your flexible one-stop solution 
for Priority Standards, assessment, 
and unfinished learning, Standards 
Close-Up offers a variety of ordering 
configurations. Choose the one best 
suited to meet the needs of your 
teachers and their students.   

Check Out 
Your Choices

Call toll-free: 1-877-236-2465  •  Visit our website: www.benchmarkeducation.com®
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